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THE 

PREFACE 

rO  give  an  exaSl  and  parti¬ 
cular  Account  of  the  Nature 
and  Manner  of  aEling  of  Poifons, 
is  no  eafy  Matter ;  but  to  Dif- 
courfe  more  intelligibly  of  Them 
than  Authors  have  hitherto  done, 
not  very  difficult.  One  may  with¬ 
out  much  Pains  fhew  their  Effects 
to  be  owing  to  fomething  more  than 
the  bar  equalities  of  Heat  or  Cold-, 
and  difcover  the  Footfeps  of  Me- 
chanifm  in  thofe  furprifng  Phe¬ 
nomena  which  are  commonly  af- 
cribed  to  fome  Occult  or  'unknown 
Principle.  But  to  unravel  the 
Springs  of  the  fever al Motions  upon 
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which  fuch  Appearances  do  depend \ 
and  ‘Trace  up  all  the  Symptoms  to 
their  jirjl  Caufes,  requires  fome 
Art  as  well  as  Labour ;  and  that 
both  upon  the  Account  of  the  Ex- 
quifte  Finenefs ,  and  Marvellous 
Compofition  of  the  Animal  Machine 
in  which  they  are  Tranf aided ,  and 
of  the  Minutenefs  of  thofe  Bo¬ 
dies  which  have  the  Force  to  in¬ 
duce  in  it  fuchfudden  and  Violent 
Alterations . 

K  •(  ",  V  i 

I  have  attempted  fomewhat  this 
way  hi  the  following  Eflays ;  in 
which  I  do  not promife  Methodical^ 
and  Finijh'd  Treatifes ,  but  o?ily 
fome  fort  Hints  of  Natural 
Hi fory ,  and  Rude  Strokes  of  Rea - 
foning ,  which  if  put  together ,  and 
rightly  improv  d, may  perhaps ferve 
to  furniflo  out  a  more  tolerable 

of  Poi- 
fons 
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fons  than  has  been  hitherto  Puh- 
lijhed. 

The  Firfe  Draught  of  th  is  fmall 
Piece  I  made fome  Years  fence,  En¬ 
tertaining  myfeelf  at  leifeure  Hours 
with  Experiments  on  Vipers,  and 
other  Venomous  Creatures ;  Exa¬ 
mining  now  and  then  the  Texture 
of  Arfenic,  Mercury  Sublimate, 
and  the  l do  e  Malign  ant  Subfeances ; 
turning  over  what.  Authors  had 
feaid  on  the  feeveral  SubjeSls ,  and 
making  feuchRemarks  as  from  time 
to  time  occurrd , 

Thefee  continued  Enquiries  made 
up  at  lafe  Three  or  Four  floor  t  Dife- 
courfes  ;  which  when  I  began  to 
Digeft  into  Order ,  the  Increafee 
of  Bufe?iefs  contraEied  the  Inter¬ 
vals  of  my  f pare  Tims',  and  the 
Diverfeon  of  fuch  Studies  quickly 

A  a  pivinp 
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giving  way  to  the  Severity  of  more 
neceffary  Labours ,  they  were  quite 
thrown  by.  ’ ‘Till  talking  not  long 
ft 'nee  with  Z)r.Areskine,  concerning 
the  Viper,  I  took  occafon  to  review 
my  f cutter  d  Papers ,  and  confirm 
my  Reafonings  by  new  Experi¬ 
ments.  He  very  readily  offered 
me  his  Anatomical  Obfervations, 
which  I  have  put  at  the  End  of  the 
Firfi  Efiay.  And  as  the  Pubti ck 
does  every  Day  Profit  by  his  Ap¬ 
plication  to  this  Part  of  Learning , 
which  a  wonderful  Dexterity  in 
Cutting,  together  with  a  true  Tafle 
of  Philofophy  and  Phyfick ,  do  de¬ 
clare  him  Born  to  improve  and 
Advance  to  a  far  greater  Pitch 
wan  It  is  yet  arrived  at-,  fo  thefe 
few  Touches  of  Art  will ,  I  doubt 
not ,  raife  in  the  Reader  a  Define 
of  feeing  what  he  may  fame  tivie 
or  other  expect  from  the  fame 

Handy 
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Hand,  A  compleat  Anatomy  of 
Serpents. 

My  Defign  in  thinking  of  thefs 
Matters  was,  to  try  how  far  I  could 
carry  Mechanical  Confi derations  ht 
Accounting  for  thofe  furprifng 
Changes  which  Poilbns  make  in  an 
Animal  Body ;  concluding  [as  1 
think  fairly)  that  if  fo  abjlrufe 
Phenomena  as  thefe  did  come  un¬ 
der  the  known  Laws-  of  Motion, 
it  might  cvery  well  be  taken  for 
granted,  that  the  more  obvious Ap - 
pearances  in  the  fa?ne  Fabrick  are 
owing  to  fuch  Caufes  as  are  ‘with¬ 
in  the  Reach  of  Geometrical  Rea- 
foning.  And  that  therefore  as  the 
frfl  Step  towards  the  Removal  of 
a  Difeafe  is  to  know  its  Origin,  fo 
he  is  likely  to  be  the  bejl  Phyfecian, 
who  having  the  fame  afffance  of 
Obfervations  and  Hifories  with 
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Gibers,  does  beft  under  ft  and  the 
Humane  OEconomy,  the  Texture 
of  the  Parts,  Motions  of  the  Fluids, 
and  the  Power  which  other  Bodies 
have  to  make  Alterations  in  any 
of  thefe. 

Nor  indeed  ought  any  one  to 
doubt  of  this ,  who  confiders  that 
the  Animal  Compages  is  not  an  ir¬ 
regular  Mafs,  and diforderly^uva- 
ble  of  Atoms,  but  the  Contrivance 
of  Infinite  TCifdom  and  Mafter- 
piece  of  that  creating  Power,  who 
has  been  pleas'd  to  do  all  Things  by 
efiablifh'  dLaws  and  Rules,  and  that. 
Harmony  and  Proportion  Jhould 
be  the  Beauty  of  all  his  I  Corks. 

It  were  therefore  heartily  to  be 
yifijd  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
(ire  fo  much  af  raid  of  introducing 
Mathematical  Studies,  that  is,  De- 

monftration 
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fnonf  ration  and  'Truths  into  the 
PraSlice  of  Phyfick ,  were  fo  far 
at  leaf  infruEled  in  the  neceffary 
Difciplines ,  as  to  be  able  to  pafs  a 
true  fudgment  what  Progrefs  and 
Advances  may  be  made  thisWi ay  * 
Ihey  would  not  then  perhaps  Decry 
an  Atternpt  of  fo  much  Moment 
to  the  Welfare  of  Mankind ,  as 
vain  and  impofftble ,  becaufe  it  is 
difficult ,  and  requires  Application 
and.  Pains. 


It  is  very  evident,  that  all  other 
Methods  of  improving  Medicine 
have  been  found  lncffeElual ,  by 
the  Stand  It  has  been  at  thefe 
Three  or  Four  Thoufand  Fears  • 
and  that  fince  of  late  Mathcma-r 


domprehenfibly , 

'JL  ^ 
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firufe  Matters ,  that  it  may  he 
hoped  in  a  port  Timer  if  Thofe 
who  are  Defigned  for  this  Pro'fef- 
jion,  are  early ,  while  their  Minds 
and  Bodies  are  Patient  of  La¬ 
bour  and  Toil,  Initiated  in  the 
Knowledge  of  Numbers  and  Geo¬ 
metry,  that  Mathematical  Lea  ril¬ 
ing  will  be  the  Diftinguifhing 
Mark  of  a  Phyfcian  from  a 
Quack ;  and  that  He  who  wants 
this  necejfary  Qualification  will 
be  as  Ridiculous  as  One  without 
Greek  or  Latin. 


I  have  as  to  what  regards  the 
Animal  OEconomy  Ref  err  d  as 
m  uch  as  I  could  to  the  Works  of 
Bellini,  which  have  brought  great 
Light  into  the  Dark  Regions  of 
Phyfick ,  and  Taught  Us  to  argue 
clearly  arid  confifiently ,  infiead  of 
Amufing  ourf elves  with  Unintel¬ 
ligible 
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ligible  Words  or  Precarious  Hy- 
pothefes.  The  Diflertations  of  Dr. 
Pitcarne,  who  is  the  Honour  of  his 
Profeffton  in  Scotland,  are  a  con¬ 
vincing  Proof  of  the  Advantage 
of  fuch  a  Mechanical  Way  of 
Reafoning  ;  nor  could  Malice  it 
felf  Deny  This ,  were  not  Igno¬ 
rance  in  Confederacy  with  Ity 
which  will  fecure  any  One  from 
being  Peneftted  by  the  mojl  ufe~ 
ful  Demonflrations.  ,  .  ‘ 

IVotwi th fanding  This,  I  have 
been  fore  d  now  and  then  to  make 
DigreJJions  from  my  SubjeSl,  to 
clear  fome  DoSirines  necejfary  to 
be  known  which  have  not  as  yet 
been  Explain'd  by  Others.  For 
indeed  the  Data  from  which  We 
argue  in  thefe  Matters  are  by 
many  too  few.  Dr.  Cheyne,  the 
Author  of  the  New  Theory  of 

Fevers, 
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Fevers,  but  enumerated  federal 

Particulars  in  which  the  Theore- 

/ 

tick  Part  of  Medicine  JIM  wants 
Improvement.  If  thefe  Deficien¬ 
cies  were  made  goody  We  might 
with  more  Eafe  proceed  in  our 
Enquiries  into  Humane  Nature. 

t  v  ^  \  i 

And  therefore  as  This  requires  no 
lefs  a  Genius  thaii  his  own,  equal¬ 
ly  inJlruBed  in  the  mojl  abjlrufe 
Parts  of  Geometry,  and  thefe  o- 
ther  Studies  which  accomplijh  q 
Phyfician  ;  fo  it  makes  Us,  impa- 
tieritly  to  expeEl  his  New  Animal 
OEconomy,  in  which  He  will  in 
a  (hort  Time ,  not  only  fully  Illuf- 
trate  feveral  Things  Hinted  in  the 
former  Treat!  fe,  but  Demonfrate 
many  of the  Recited  difficult  Points ; 
and  convince  the  World,  that  the 
mojl  ufeful  of  Arts,  if  duly  cul¬ 
tivated,  is  more  thasi  either  meer 
Conjecture,  or  bafe  Empiricifm. 

As 
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As  to  the  Authors  I  have  made 
ufe  of  who  have  ‘Treated  of  Poi- 
lons,  I  have  Quoted  only  thofe 
who  Furnifh d  Me  with  Matter 
of  FaEl ;  for  there  are  hut  few 
Originals;  and  very  large  Vo¬ 
lumes  on  this  Subject  do  many 
times  contain  little  more  than  a 

\  \  v  i 

Colle&ion  of  Vulgar  Errors. 

1  had  once  Thought  to  have  car¬ 
ried',  thefe  Searches  farther ;  in 
P articidar ,  befdes  what  is  occa - 
fonally  mentioned  in  the  lajl  Eilav 
concerning  Infection  in  acute  Dif- 
eafes ,  to  have  enquired  into  the 
Nature  of  Contagious  and  Here¬ 
ditary  Diftempers. 

But  the  Humour  of  Scribbling 
would  not  hold  out ;  and  fame  per¬ 
haps  will  fay ,  ’Tis  well  enough  it 

didn't ; 
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didn't ;  for  I  am  not  Ignorant 
how  Few  I  am  like  to  pleafe  ;  if 
it  be  hard  to  Think  and  Write 
fufily ,  ’ tis  harder  yet  to  bring 
Others  to  ones  own  Tafle;  Nor 
fhall  I  be  at  all  angry  if  to 
Many  I  have  afforded  Matter  of 
Satyr  and  Inventive  ;  lefs  Wit  f of¬ 
fices  for  Thefe  than  for  the  Difi- 
covery  of  Ufeful  Truths. 

They  who  have  no  Smattering 
of  Mathematical  Knowledge,  are 
incompetent  fudges  of  what  Ser¬ 
vice  I  have  done  towards  the 
Improvement  of  the  Theory,  or 
Practice  of  Medicine  ;  and  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  thefe  Mat¬ 
ters- ,  will,  it  may  be ,  Thbik  it 
Something  to  Talk  Intelligibly  on 
fuck  difficult  and  abflrufe  Pomts. 


I  net- 
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J  neither  'want  Applaufe  nor 
fear  Cenfure ;  and  therefore  he  the 
Fate  of  thefe  Papers  what  it  will , 
as  they  were  firfl  Penn  d  for  my 
own  Satisfaction,  and  innocent  En¬ 
tertainment  ;  fo  I  am  refolved 
"They  J hall  never  engage  Me  in  the 
Trouble  of  Quarrels  or  Dilputcs. 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


O 


ESSAY  I, 

F  the  Viper  * 


Page  I 


An  Appendix ,  containing  Anatomical  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Viper,  and  an  Account  of  fo?ne 
other  Venomous  Animals .  3  5 

E  S  S  A  Y  IL 

0/  the  Tarantula  and  Mad  Dog .  55 

ESSAY  III. 

Of  Poifonous  Minerals  and  Plants .  100 

ESSAY  IV. 

0/  Opium .  127 

0 

ESSAY  V. 

0/  Venomous  Exhalations  from  the  Earth , 
Poifonous  Airs ,  Waters.  143 


ESSAY 


I 


4 


OF  THE 


r_|_~'HE  Viper  has  always  been  fo  Noto¬ 
rious  for  its  venom,  that  the  molt 
remote  antiquity  made  it  an  Em¬ 
blem  of  what  is  hurtful  and  d eft ru drive* 
Nay,  fo  terrible  was  the  nature  of  ,thefe 
Creatures,  that  they  were  very  commonly 
thought  to  be  fent  as  Executioners  of  Divine 
vengeance  upon  Mankind  for  Enormous 
Crimes,  which  had  efcaped  the  courfe  of 
common  Tuft  ice.  Thus  /Elian  and  Her  olio - 
tus  (b)  do  both  take  Notice  that  Adders 
were  facred  among  the  /Egyptians  that  they 
affirmed  of  one  Sort  of  Am  particularly,  that 
they  were  made  to  be  minifters  of  the  Wills 
of  the  Gods,  by  averting  Evil  from  Good 

- r  ,  i  .  ,  _ _ _ 

— T— - p - - - *  * 

(J> J  Lib*  2,  Chap.  74* 
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Men,  and  punifliing  the  Bad.  And  Pan  fa- 
mas  ( c )  obferves  of  the  Arabians ,  that  they 
forbore  offering  any  Violence  to  the  Vipers 
which  are  found  near  to  the  Balfam-Tree, 
as  reputing  ’em  Holy.  The  Footflcps  of 
-  which  Superflition  do  flill  remain  among  thefc 
People  to  this  very  Day,  for  ( d )  Vejlingius 
faw  many  of  ’em  take  thefe  Creatures  in¬ 
to  their  Houfes,  feed  them  and  worfhip 
them  as  the  Genii  of  the  Place.  The  fame 
odd  Fancy  obtains  in  the  Eaft -Indies ,  for 
the  King  of  Calicut  caufes  Cottages  to  be 
fet  up  for  Serpents  to  keep  them  from  the 
Rain,  and  makes  it  Death  to  any  that  lhall 

hurt  one  of  them  ;  thinking  them  to  be 
Heavenly  Spirits,  becaufe  they  can  io  fud- 
denly  kill  Men  ( e ).  A  remarkable  Inftance 
of  fjch  an  Opinion  as  this  we  have  m  the 
Hiftory  of  St.  Paul  (/),  whom  the  People 
of  Malta  when  they  faw  the  Viper  leap  upon 
‘his  Hand,  prefently  concluded  him  to  be  a 
Murderer,  and  as  readny  made  a  God  Oi 
him,  when  inftead  of  having  his  Hand  In¬ 
flamed,  or  falling  down  Dead,  (one  or  o- 

ther  of  which  is  ufually  the  Effedl  oi  chofe 


(c JBceotic.  p.  in.  303, 

(j)  Not.  in  A 'pin.  de  Plant.  JEgypt.  Cap.  14. 

[e)  Purchafe’j  Pilgrimage.  1,  5.  c,  12. 
if)  Ad.  Apoib  Chap.  7.  8- 
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Rites^)  he  without  any  harm  fhook  the  Bead 
jnto  the  Fire.  It  being  Obvious  enough 

to  imagine,  that  he  mud  hand  in  a  near  Re¬ 
lation  at  lead  to  the  Gods  them felves,  who 
could  thus  Command  the  Mefiengers  of 
their  Vengeance,  and  Counterwork  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  fuch  powerful  Agents. 

And  this,  after  the  many  Conjectures 
upon  the  Matter,  fee  ms  to  be  the  true  Rea- 
fon  why  Antiquity  not  only  Reprefented  the 
Fird  Maders  of  Phyfic,  Hermes ,  JE feu - 
lapius ,  Hippocrates ,  &c.  in  their  Statues  and 
Medals,  with  a  Viper  added  to  their  Figure, 
but  alfo  Worfliipp’d  them  under  this  Form  *, 
for  Diieafes  in  thofe  Days,  elpecially  the 
mod  Violent,  Plagues,  Fevers,  &c.  were 
in  like  manner,  as  thele  Creatures,  reputed 
the  Commiflion’d  Medengers  of  Divine 
Anger  and  Diipleafure  (g).  They  therefore 
who  by  their  Art  could  Cure  and  Stop  the 
Courfe  of  Thefe,  as  they  are  fuppofed  to  do 
this  by  the  particular  Leave  and  Affidance 
of  Heaven,  fo  had  Honours  paid  to  them  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  this  Reprefentation  was  in  the 
Nature  of  an  Flieroglyphick  Character  •,  tor 

(g)  Leg.  Cornel.  Celf.  prrefat.  in  Medicln.  Morbos 
ait  vetuftiffitnis  temporib.  ad  I  ram  Dearum  i  minor  ta  fma 
jelatos  efle  &  ab  mil  cm  opem  pofei  foil  cam. 
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as  the  learned  Spanhem  obferves,  (h)  theViper 
was  a  fymbol  or  emblem  of  divine  Power. 

Mac  robins  indeed  gives  us  another  ac¬ 
count  of  this  cuftom,  and  that  is  from  the 
Property  which  all  ferpents  have  of  calling 
their  Exuv'uz,  or  upper  skin,  every  Year,,, 
which  makes  ’em  fit  Emblems  or  Repre- 
fentations  of  Health  ;  the  Recovery  of  which, 
from  ficknefs  and  Difeafes  may  juftly  be 
look’d  upon  as  the  Beginning  of  a  frefh  Pe¬ 
riod  of  Life,  and  (as  the  throwing  of  the  S<?- 
neUus  of  thefe  creatures  feems  to  be)  the  re¬ 
newing  of  Age  (i). 

Whether  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
Reafons  be  al'owed  of,  or  both  thought 
good,  certain  it  is  that  fuch  fond  and  fuper- 
flitious  Fancies  concerning  the  Viper,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  miftaken  Opinion  that  few  of 
its  Parts  were  exempt  from  Poifon,  did  not 
fuffer  the  Ancients  to  make  any  curious  En¬ 
quiries  into-  its  Nature  by  Anatomy  and 
Experiments,  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  the- 
*  -  — 

(b)  Divinae  Potentiae  Symbolum.  i d .  Ezec.  Span- 
hem  Dc  Ufu  Numilmat.  p.  m.  125, *  1  iSi.&feq. 

[i )  Satumal.  Lib.  i.  20;  Ideo  Srmulachris  Eorum 
( iEfculapii  &  Salmis )  jungumur  figure  f^raconum  quia 
praeltant  ut  humana  corpora  velut  infirmitaib  pe’L  ae. 
pofita,  ad  priftinum  rcvirefcant  vigorem,  ut  virefcunt 
Pracones  pet  annos  lin&ulos  pelle  fensdtiuis  e^uta. 


many 
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many  Errors  they  have  delivered  down  to  us 
in  thefe  Points,  wfrieh  by  gradual  Advance 
have  Since  been  redified,  and  the  inward 
Make,  Properties,  and  Generation  of  this 
Animal  largely  treated  of ;  more  efpecially 
M.  Redi  (k J,  Charm  (/),  and  Dr.  ’Tyfon  in 
his  Diffedion  of  the  Rattle-Snake  (m)y 
which  is  a  larger  fpecies  of  a  Viper,  have 
taken  Pains  on  this  fubjed,  to  whofe  Dis¬ 
coveries,  what  is  yet  wanting,  we  fhaU  add 
at  the  End  of  this  Effay. 

The  Symptoms  which  follow  upon  the 
bite  of  a  Viper,  when  it  SaStens  either  one 
or  both  its  greater  T eeth  in  any  Part  of  the 
body,  ai*e  an  acute  Pain  in  the  Place  woun¬ 
ded,  with  a  Swelling  at  firfc  red,  but  after¬ 
wards  livid,  which  by  degrees  Spreads  far¬ 
ther  to  the  neighbouring  Parts  with  great 
Faintnefs,  and  a  quick,  tho*  low,  and 
Sometimes  interrupted  Pulfe,  great  fickneSs, 
at  the  Stomach,  with  bilious,  convulfive 

Vomitings,  cold  Sweats,  and  Sometimes 
pains  about  the  Navel  ;  and  if  the  cure  be 
not  Speedy,  death  itfelf,  unlefs  the  ftrength 


{h)  Oflervazioni  intorro  alleVipere, 

( l)  NouvelJes Experiences  far  ia  Vipere. 

\m)  Philosophical  TranfadTon,  Vq/,  XII.  Nj.  144.. 
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of  Nature  prove  fufHcient  to  overcome  thefe 
Diforders  ;  and  tho’  it  does,  the  Swelling 
Hill  continues  inflamed  for  fome  time  *,  nay, 
in  fome  Cafes  more  confiderably  upon  the 
abating  of  the  other  Symptoms  than  at  the 
Beginning  •,  and  often  from  the  fmall  Wound 
runs  a  famous  Liquor,  and  little  Puftules 
are  raifed  about  it  •,  the  Colour  of  the  whole 
Skin  is  changed  Yellow,  as  if  the  Patient 
had  the  Jaundice. 

These  MYchiefs,  altho’  different  Cli¬ 
mates,  Seafon  of  the  Year  more  or  lefs  Hot, 
the  greater  or  leffer  Rage  of  the  Viper,  the 
Beaft  it  felf  of  a  larger  or  fmaller  Size,  and 
confequently  able  to  communicate  more  or 
lefs  Venom,  and  the  like  Circumftances,  may 
varioufly  heighten  or  abate  ’em,  yet  do 
ufually  difcover  themfelves  much  after  the 
fame  manner  in  all  ;  unlefs  the  Bite  happen 
not  to  be  accompanied  with  the  Effufion  of 
that  Liquor ,  which  is  the  main  Inflrument 
znd  Caufe  of  this  violent  and  fhocking 
Diflurbance. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  enquire  into  th 
Nature  and  Manner  of  Abting  of  this  Juice- 
it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  take  Notice’ 
that  this  is  not  made  on  purpofe  to  be  deadf 
ly  and  deftruftive  to  Mankind ,  but  that  the 
true  Defign  of  it  is  (tho5  Authors  have  not 

regarded 
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regarded  it)  to  perform  an  Office  and  Service 
of  fo  great  Moment,  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  Individual,  that  without  it  this  Creature 
could  not  fubfift.  • 

For  Vipers  live  chiefly  upon  Lizzards, 
Frogs,  Toads,  Mice,  Moles,  and  the  like 
Animals,  which  they  do  not  chew,  but  fwaP 
iow  down  whole,  and  they  lie  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  •,  or  if  that  be  not  big  enough  to  receive 
them,  partly  in  that,  and  partly  in  the  CEfo- 
phagus,  which  is  membranous,  and  capable  of 
great  Diflenfion,  till  by  the  Salival  Juices  of 
thofe  Parts,  together  with  the  Help  of  the  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Stomach,  and  the  contra  dtion  of  the 
Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen,  they  are  gradually 
diffolved  into  a  Fluid  Subfiance,  fit  for  the 
Nourifhment  of  their  Bodies,  which  is  die 
Work  of  many  Days  ;  this  is  one  Reafon  why 
thefe  Creatures  can  live  fo  long  without  taking 
any  frefn  Food,  which  I  have  known  them 
to  do  Three  or  Four  Months  *,  as  another  is, 
that  their  Blood  is  a  groffer  and  more  vifcid 
Fluid  than  that  of  moll  other  Animals  ;  fo 
that  there  is  but  a  very  little  £xpence  of  it 
by  Tranfpiration,  and  confequentfy  lefs  need 
of  Recruit  ;  this  not  only  Miorof copes  dif- 
cover,  but  Reafon  teaches ;  becaufe  there  is 
but  very  little  Mufcular  force  in  the  Stomach 
to  comminute  the  Food,  and  make  a  Chyle 
-  B  4  of 
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of  fine  Parts,  and  therefore  the  Blood  muft 
accordingly  be  of  a  Tough  and  Clammy 
Confidence.  Now  fuch  a  manner  of  Feed¬ 
ing  as  this  does  neceffarily  require  that  the 
Prey  fhould  upon  the  firft  Catching  be  im¬ 
mediately  KilPd,  otherwifc  it  were  by  no 
means  fit  to  be  let  into  the  Stomach  ;  for 
we  are  not  to  think  that  the  Force  of  this 
Part  would  be  alone  fufficient  to  deflroy  it> 
the  Subtilty  of  a  living  Creature  (befides  the 
confideration  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  Fibres^ 
being  in  a  great  Meafure  able  to  elude  that 
a£  indeed  we  do  every  Day  find  live  Ani¬ 
mals  in  the  Ventricles  of  others  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  to  do  this  is  the  proper  Ufe  both  of  the 
Teeth-  and  their  Poilon  ;  for  which  being 
defigned  and  adapted,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the 

Viper  this  fame  way  by  which  it  deflroys  its. 
Prey,  proves  fometimes  Mifchievous  to  any 
other  Creatures  befides,  when  it  happens  to 
be  enraged,  or  by  any  Provocation  ftirr’d 
up  to  Bite. 

Tun  Defcription  of#the  Poifonous  Fangs, 
their  Make,  Articulation  and  Motion,  as 
alfo  of  the  Glands  that  feparate  the  Yellowifh 
Liquor,  and  the  Bags  that  contain  it,  I  fhall 
give,  together  with  fome  Anatomical  Ob- 
fer  vat  ions  3  at  the  End  of  this  Pifcourle. 


T  ti  \  s 
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This  Venomous  Juice  it  felf  is  of  fo  in¬ 
considerable  a  quantity,  that  it  is  no  more 
than  one  good  Drop  that  does  the  Execution  ; 
and  for  this  reafon  Authors  have  contented 
themfelves  with  Trials  of  the  Bite  upon  fe- 
veral  Animals,  never  Eflaying  to  examine 
the  Texture  and  Make  of  the  Liquor  it  felf; 
for  which  purpofe  I  have  oftentimes  by  hold¬ 
ing  a  Viper  advantageoufly,  and  enraging  it 
till  it  ft  ruck  out  its  Teeth,  made  it  to  bite 
upon  fomewhat  folid,  fo  as  to  avoid  its  PoL 
fon  ;  which  carefully  putting  upon  a  Glafs 

Plate,  I  have  with  a  microfcope  as  nicely 
as  I  could,  view’d  its  Parts  and  compofition. 

Upon  the  firft  Sight  I  could  difeover  no¬ 
thing  but  a  Parcel  of  fmall  Salts  nimbly 
floating  in  the  liquor,  but  in  a  very  fhort 
time  the  Appearance  was  changed,  andthefe 
faline  Particles  were  now  fhot  out  as  it  were 
into  Cryftals  of  an  incredible  Tenuity  and 
Sharpnefs,  with  fomething  like  Knots  here 
and  there,  from  which  they  feemed  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  fo  that  the  whole  Texture  did  in 
a  manner  reprefent  a  Spider's  PFebb^  tho*  in¬ 
finitely  Finer,  and  more  minute  ;  and  yet 
withal  fo  rigid  were  thefe  pellucid  S picul  a  or 
Darts ,  that  they  remained  unalter’d  upon 
my  Glals  for  feveral  Months  (n). 

f'J  YU.  Fig.  ig. 

I  have 
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I  have  made  feveral  Trials  with  this  Juice 
in  order  to  find  out  under  what  Tribe  of  Salts 
thefe  Cryftals  are  to  be  ranged  \  and  not  with¬ 
out  fome  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  Minute 
quantity  of  the  Liquor,  and  the  hazard  of 
Experiments  of  this  Nature,  have  plainly 
feen  that  it  does,  as  an  Acid,  turn  the  Blue 
Tincture  of  Heliotr opium  to  a  Red  Colour. 

I  did  not  fucceed  fo  well  in  mixing  it  with 
Syrup  of  Violets,  and  yet  it  did  really 
feem  to  induce  in  this  a  Reddijh  Hue  ;  but 
I  am  very  certain  it  did  not  at  all  change  it  to 
a  Greenijh  Colour,  as  it  would  have  done  if 
any  ways  Alcalious. 

This  may  fuffice  in  their  own  way  of  argu¬ 
ing  to  convince  thole  Gentlemen,  who  without 
the  Affiflance  of  any  Experiments,  meerly 
to  ferve  an  Hypo  thefts  which  they  have  too 
fondly  taken  up,  have  with  great  Affurance 
told  the  World,  that  the  Viperine  Venom 
is  an  Ale  alt,  and  confequentiy  to  be  cured 
by  Acid  Remedies.  But  it  is  by  far  more 
eafy  to  Spin  out  a  falfe  Notion  into  precarious 
Reafonings,  than  to  make  faithful  Experi¬ 
ment?',  and  fairly  improve  ’em  by  juft  and 
neceffary  Confequences. 

To  proceed,  this  Difcovery  agrees  very 
v/ell  with  a  Relation  communicated  by  am 
Ingenious  Perfon  to  Dr.  cI\fon,  which  does 

fo 
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fo  much  Illuftrate  this  Matter,  that  I  fhall 
Tranfcribe  it  in  his  own  Words  out  of  the 
before  cited  Philosophical  Tranfadiions  \  he 
fays  then,  that  being  in  the  Indies ,  tHere 
Came  to  him  an  Indian  with  feveral  Sorts  of 
Serpents ,  offering  to  fliew  him  fome  Expe¬ 
riments,  about  the  Force  of  their  Poifon  ; 
having  therefore  firft  pull’d  out  a  large  One, 
the  Indian  told  him  this  would  do  no  harm  ; 
and  making  a  Ligature  on  his  Arm  as  in 
letting  Blood,1  he  expofed  it  naked  to  the 
Serpent,  being  firfb  irritated  to  make  him 
bite  it,  the  Blood  that  came  out  of  the 
Wound  made  by  his  Teeth,  he  gather’d 
with  his  Finger,  and  laid  it  on  his  Thigh, 
till  he  got  near  a  Spoonful,  after  this  he 
takes  out  another  called  Cobra  de  Capelo , 
which  was  leffer,  and  inlarges  much  upon 
the  greatnefs  of  his  Poifon  ;  to  fhew  an  In  - 
fiance  of  it,  grafping  it  about  the  Neck, 
he  expreffes  fome  of  the  Liquor  in  the  Bags 
of  the  Gums,  about  the  Quantity  of  half  a 
Grain,  and  this  he  puts  to  the  coagulated 
blood  on  his  Thigh,  which  immediately 
put  it  into  a  great  Fermentation ,  and  work, 
ing  like  Barme ,  changed  it  into  a  Tellowijh 
Liquor. 

This  I  fay  does  well  enough  accord  with 
what  we  have  been  advancing  concern- 

ing 
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ing  the  Nature  of  this  Juice  ;  for  Mr.  Boyh 
has  Ion  g  fince  proved  by  Experiments,  that 
there  is  nothing  of  Acid  in  human  bicod  ; 
and  Dr.  Bit  cam  ( o)  has  demonft  rated,  that 
the  Acid  fubflances  of  Vegetables  taken  in-, 
to  the  Stomach,  are  by  the  Action  of  this 
Fart,  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  when  they 
come  into  the  Blood-VefTeF,  turn’d  to  Alca- 
lious ;  fo  that  the  Arterial  Fluid  muff  necef- 
farily  be  confidered  as  an  Alcali ;  and  there¬ 
fore  according  to  the  known  Principals  of 
Chymiftry,  its  mixture  with  fuch  a  Liquor 
as  we  have  difcovered  the  Viperine  Sanies  to 
be,  will  always  exhibit  fome  fuch  appear¬ 
ance  as  this  now  related. 

But  not  to  epgage  any  farther  in  thefe  ' 
fort  of  controverhes,  we  may  perhaps  from 
the  foregoing  Obfervations  receive  fome 
Light,  in  order  to  underftand  the  Nature  and 
Reafon  of  all  thofe  fymptoms  which  attend 
the  bite  of  this  creature.  For  the  pungent 
falts  of  this  Venom,  when  with  force  thrown 
into  the  Wound,  will  not.  only  as  fo  many 
Stimuli ,  irritate  and  fret  the  fen  file  mem¬ 
branes,  whereupon  there  necefiarily  follows, 
a  greater  Afflux  than  ordinary  of  the  Ani- 


(o)  DilTertauo  de  Opera  quam  prcsSaat  corpora  acida 
vcl  Alcali c a  iu  ci^ationc  morLoruus: 
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iilal  Juicee  that  way,  (as  is  manifeft  from  the 
Bellini  an  doddrine,  De  Stimulh)  fo  that  the 
wounded  Part  muft  be  fwell’d,  inflamed,  li¬ 
vid,  &c.  but  alfo  thefe  Spicula  being  inix5d 
with  the  blood,  will  fo  disjoin  and  difunite 
the  Parts  of  it*  that  its  Mixture  muft  be 
quite  altered  ;  and  from  the  various  Cohcejon 
of  its  Globules  will  arife  fuch  different  de¬ 
grees  of  Fluidity  and  Impulfe  towards  the 
Parts,  &c.  from  what  this  Liquor  had  be*- 
fore,  that  its  very  Nature  will  be  changed^ 
or  in  the  common  way  of  fpeaking  it  will 
be  truly  and  really  Fermented. 

T  o  underfeand  aright  how  all  this  is  done* 
it  is  neceflary  to  hint  fomething  concerning 
the  Nature  of  Fluids  in  General,  and  thofe 
Alterations  in  them  which  we  call  Fermenta¬ 
tions  ;  for  I  fhall  retain  this  known  Word, 
tho’  in  the  proper  Sence  in  which  his  com-- 
monly  ufed,  there  can  be  no  Fer?ne?iting  of 
the  Liquors  in  the  Animal  Body. 

An  d  here  I  muft  refer  to  the  treatife  of 
Bellini  de  Fennentis ,  who  has  with  great 
clearnefs  fhewn,  that  there  is  in  all  Fluids 
not  only  a  Ample.  Contact  of  their  Parts, 
but  alfo  a  nifus  in  contadtum,  or  cohseflon, 
4and  this  of  a  certain  Degree  or  Force,  and 
befides,  of  a  particular  Direction  ;  which  is 
indeed,  though  exprelVd  i$  other  Words* 

the 
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the  very  fame  thing  with  the  Attraction  of 
the  Particles  one  to  another ;  this  Mr.  New¬ 
ton  has  demonftrated  to  be  the  great  Princi¬ 
pal  of  ACtion  in  the  Univerfe,  has  taught 
us  the  Laws  of  it  in  the  greater  Quantities 
and  Collections  of  Matter ;  and  he  who  right¬ 
ly  Studies  his  Philofophy  will  underfland 
that  the  fame  obtains  in  the  molt  minute  and 
fineft  Corpufcles,  which  do  Unite  into  In¬ 
dies  of  different  Solidity  and  Make ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Degree  with  which  they  do  mu¬ 
tually  attradl  each  other,  and  to  the  Super¬ 
ficies  ,  by  which,  when  drawn,  they  do  touch 
and  adhere .  To  this  if  we  add  a  PrejJien  of 
the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Fluid,  perpendicu¬ 
lar  to  the  Tides  of  the  Veffel  in  which  it  is 
contained  ;  and  confider  withal,  that  this 
uniform  Attraction  of  the  Parts  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  muft  be  varioufly  changed  by  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Attraction  of  Heterogeneous  Bodies 
mix’d  with  them,  we  have  the  great  Princi¬ 
ples  of  all  Fluids  upon  which  their  feveral 
Phenomena  do  depend. 

And  hence  it  follows,  that  whatsoever 
Power  is  fufficient  to  make  a  change  in  this 
Attraction,  or  Cohrefion  of  the  Parts,  makes 
an  Alteration  of  the  Nature  of  the  Fluid  i 
that  is,  as  the  Chy  miffs  exp  refs  it,  puts  it 
into  a  Fermentation .  And  if  any  one  fh all 

think 
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think  it  necefiary  to  enquire  into  the  particu¬ 
lar  Manner  of  producing  fuch  an  EfFedt,  we 
may  perhaps  in  fo  abftrufe  a  Matter  not  im¬ 
probably  Conjedture  thus ,  That  our  Blood 
confiding  chiefly  of  Two  Parts,  a  fimple 
Lymph,  and  an  infinite  Number  of  fmall 
Globules ,  containing  a  very  fubtile  and  ela- 
ftic  Fluid,  thefe  acute  Salts,  when  mingled 
with  it,  do  prick  thofe  Globules,  or  Veji- 
culce,  and  fo  let  out  their  imprifoned  adtive 
Subftance,  which  expanding  it  felf  every 
way,  muft  neceflarily  be  the  Inftrument  of 
this  fpeecly  A  Iteration  and  Change  (p).  From 
fuch  an  Hypothefis  as  this  (and,  it  may  be, 
not  very  eaiily  from  any  other)  we  may  ac¬ 
count  for  many  of  the  furpnzing  Phenome¬ 
na  in  the  Fermentations  of  Liquors  ;  and  as 
precarious  as  it  feems,  its  Simplicity,  and 
Plainnefs,  and  Agreement  with  the  fore- 
mentioned  Dodlrine,  will,  I  believe,  recom¬ 
mend  it  before  any  other  to  thofe  who  are  not 
unacquainted  with  Geometrical  Reafoningsc 
But  I  wave  thefe  Confiderations  at  prefent, 
and  fliall  only  add  one  Remark  or  Two 
with  Relation  to  the  purpofe  in  Hand,  and 
fo  proceed. 

In  the  firfl  place  then,  we  may,  from 
this  Theory ,  learn,  how  it  comes  to  pals 

(p )  Vid.  Bernoulli  de  Efferyefcsntia  &  Fermentation c. 

1  J  that 
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that  lo  fmall  a  Portion  of  Juice  fhould  in- 
fed:  fo  great  a  Quantity  of  liquor  ;  for  in 
order  to  do  this,  its  not  neceflary  that  the 
Venom  fhould  be  at  the  very  firfr  mixt  with 
all  its  Parts  *,  but  it  is  fufficient  that  it  prick 
fome  of  the  Bladders,  and  .the  elaftic  Matter 
of  thefe  being  let  out,  will  be  a  nimble  Ve¬ 
hicle  to  the  acute  Salts,  and  not  only  by  its 
adivity  difperfe  them  through  the  Fluid,  but 
reilore  to  them  their  decreeing  Force,  and 
thus  continue  their  Effeds*  ’till  a  great  Part 
of  the  Liquor  undergoes  at  leaft,  in  fome 
degree  the  like  Alteration. 

And  this  will  the  more  eafily  happen  in 
the  prefent  Cafe,  beoaufe  the  Force  with 
Which  this  Poifon  is  thrown  into  the  blood  (as 
appears  from  the  Mechanifm  of  the  dif- 
tharging  Organs)  is  very  great,  and  confe- 
fcjuently  its  Effeds  will  be  proportiontibly 
violent*  or  the  mifchief  more  large  and  dif- 
fufed. 

The  want  of  this  may  be  one  Reafdii 
Why  the  Experiment  of  firH:  making  a 
Wound  in  the  Flefh  with  any  (harp  Inltru- 
ment,  and  then  dropping  in  the  Sanies i 
may  not  always  fucceed  fo  wrell  in  killing 
Animals,  as  one  would  from  the  proceed¬ 
ing  dodrine  be  ready  to  exped.  Tho’  if 
fome  amends  be  made  for  this  deled,  by 
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taking  a  great  quantity  of  the  Juice,  and 
carefully  Inftilling  it,  it  proves  equally 
Fatal  this  way,  as  when  immediately  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Viper  it  felf.  Thus  it 
might  happen  that  thofe  Trials  of  this  kind 
which  were  happily  made  by  Seignior  Redi0 
might  not  however  convince  Mr.  Charas ,  in 
as  much  as  there  is  oftentimes  a  great  deal  of 
difference  in  the  Event  of  Experiments, 
when  made  with  Purpofe  and  a  Defign 
that  they  fliould  Succeed,  and  when  Timo- 
roufly  and  Caution  fly  managed,  left  they 
ihould  unluckily  overthrow  a  darling  Hy¬ 
pothecs. 

The  other  Obfervation  I  fhall  draw  From 
the  foregoing  Theory  is  this,  That  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  hence  what  a  vafl:  variety  there 
may  be  in  the  Fermentations  even  of  one 
and  the  fame  Fluid  *,  for  thefe  being  no 
other  than  Changes  made  in  the  Cohcefion  of 
the  compounding  Particles,  are  capable  of 
as  many  Alterations  as  Motion  in  its  Degrees 
and  DireEIions  can  admit  of,  which  are 
really  infinite. 

T  his  I  mention  with  regard  to  fonie  of 
the  following  Ejfays^  in  which  if  we  aferibe 
many  Symptoms  feemingly  very  different, 
to  a  Ferment  raifed  in  the  Blood,  it  may 
be  confidered  that  the  Nature  of  this  Caufe 

C  h 
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is  fuch,  as  according  to  the  feveral  Proper¬ 
ties  of  the  Primum  Agensy  or  Fermenting 
Power ,  to  bear  by  far  more  varieties  than 
any  one  can  be  aware  of. 

To  return  to  the  Viper  *,  the  Effedls  of 
fuch  an  agitation  of  the  Blood  as  we  have 
been  deferibing,  muft  not  only  be  what¬ 
ever  are  the  Conferences  of  a  difturbed 
Circulation ,  and  irregular  and  interrupted 
Secretion  of  the  Spirits,  as  low  Pulfc,  Fail¬ 
ings,  Sicknefs,  Palpitation  of  the  Heart, 
Convulfive  Vomitings,  Tremblings  of  the 
Body,  &c.  but  alfo  the  Texture  of  this  Fluid 
being  thus  broken,  thofe  Parts  of  it  which- 
are  of  floweft  Motion,  and  greateft  Vifci- 
dity,  will  be  eafily  feparated  from  the  others  ; 
fuch  they  are,  which  when  united  together  do 
compound  the  Bile,  and  therefore  thefe  will 
Tinge  the  capillary  VefTels,  and  fine  Duels  in 
the  Skin,  with  a  \  ellowifh  Colour  ;  that  is, 
will  induce  an  Icterus  or  Jaundice. 

For  it  is  not  only  (if  at  all  Primarily) 
from  an  Obftru&ion  of  the  Biliary  Canals 
that  this  Symptom  does  proceed,  but  alfo 
from  any  Caufe  whatfoever  which  eithep 
deftroys  the  Saline  Part  of  the  Bile,  by  the 
means  of  which  its  Oil  is  kept  Mixt  with 
the  Water  of  the  Blood,  or  elfe  increafes  the 
Oily  and  Sulphurous  Part  to  that  Degree, 
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that  tho*  it  be  duly  impregnated  with  Salt, 
yet  the  Watery  part  of  the  Blood,  which  can 
only  take  up  a  certain  Proportion  of  it,  be¬ 
ing  already  Saturated ,  can  receive  no  more 
or  laftly,  does  by  dif uniting  the  compound¬ 
ing  Particles  of  the  Blood,  alter  that  In - 
tefline  Motion  and  Agitation  which  is  ne- 
ceflfary  to  carry  along  thro’  the  Veflels,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  more  Volatile  Parts,  thole 
which  are  more  Clammy  and  Glutinous. 
For  in  all  thefe  Cafes  5tis  plain  that  the  Bili¬ 
ous  Corpufcles  muft  be  precipitated  upon 
thofe  Parts  of  the  Body  where  there  is  leaffc 
Motion,  that  is,  upon  the  extream  Super¬ 
ficies, 

And  tho’  this  Theory  may  perhaps  ap- 
*  pear  Extravagant,  becaufe  new  and  uncom¬ 
mon,  yet  it  will  not,  I  believe,  feem  ill 
grounded  or  irrational  to  thofe  who  under¬ 
hand  the  Dodlrine  of  the  Mixture  of  Hete- 
rogene  Fluids,  and  their  Separation  *,  and 
who  withal  know,  that  the  Veflels  are  rarely 
obftrudted,  unlefs  it  be  from  the  fault  oi 
the*  Liquid  they  carry,  and  confequently 
that  a  defedt  in  the  Bile  itfelf  muft  be  (ex- 
cepting  fome  extraordinary  Cafes)  antece¬ 
dent  to  the  Obftrudtion  of  the  Biliary  Dudts. 

In  Ihort,  the  different  Cure  of  this  Dif- 
$afe  confirms  thefe  Notions  i  for  an  Icterus 

C  2  from 
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from  the  firft  Caufe  affigned,  which  is  ge¬ 
nerally  owing  to  a  Sedentary  Life,  want  of 
Exercife,  (3c.  and  attended  with  an  extreatn 
Coftivcnefs  and  white  Faces,  is  cured  by 
Volatile,  Acrimonious  and  Bitter  Saks. 
From  the  Second,  produced  oftentimes  by 
Drinking  ftrong  Liquors,  Spirits,  (3  c.  and 
accompanied  with  a  Diarrhaea,  partly  by 
Diluting  and  Temperating,  partly  by  Sto- 
machick  and  Strengthning  Medicines.  As 
the  laft  Species  of  it  (for  the  fake  of  which 
we  have  mentioned  the  other J  is  removed 
by  fuch  Antidotes  as  overcome  and  deftroy 
the  Venomous  Ferment,  corrupting  the 
Blood,  and  breaking  its  Comp  ages.  But  to 
have  hinted  thefe  things  may  abundantly 
fuffice  for  the  prefent. 

We  muft  however  take  Notice,  that  tho 9 
the  main  Alterations  made  by  this  Poifon 
be  in  the  Fluid  of  the  Arteries,  yet  that  That 
of  the  Nerves  may  hereby  be  confiderably 
changed  too  ♦,  for  This  confifting,  as  well  as 
the  Blood  of  differing  Parts,  and  being  dif- 
perfed  in  fmall  Tubes  all  over  the  Body,  is 
not  only  very  capable  of  various  Degrees  of 
force ,  Impulfe ,  (3c.  but  Undulating  con¬ 
tinually  towards  the  Brain,  and  being  the 
chief  Inftrument  of  Motion  and  Action, 
may  perhaps  fometimes  more  immediately 

-  convey 
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convey  the  Mifchief  to  the  fenfile  Mem¬ 
branes,  and  thus  be  the  caufe  of  thofe  vio¬ 
lent  Pains,  Convulfions,  Sicknefs,  V. 
with  which  Thofe  who  are  Bitten  are  pre„ 
fently  feized. 

Many  are  the  Experiments  I  could  re¬ 
late  to  evince  the  Truth  of  this  Reafoning 
concerning  the  Yiperine  Venom,  which  do 
entirely  agree  with  thofe  made  by  Seignior 
Rediy  whofe  Judgment  and  Sincerity  in  Ob- 
fervationsof  this  Nature  no  Body  ever  call¬ 
ed  in  Queftion,  till  Monfieur  CJoar as  having 
efpous’d  a  Notion,  that  this  Poifon  does 
not  lie  in  the  Yellow  Liquor  of  the  Gums* 
but  in  the  enraged  Spirits  of  the  Viper, 
rais’d  new  Difficulties  about  the  Succefs  of 
fome  Trials  made  in  France ,  endeavouring: 
thereby  to  invalidate  the  Force  and  Autho¬ 
rity  of  thofe  made  in  Italy. 

I  fhall  therefore,  in  order  to  put  this 
Matter  out  of  all  doubt,  mention  Two  or 
Three  Experiments  made  by  Dr.  Arejline , 
when  at  Paris ,  that  it  may  appear  how  de¬ 
fective  thofe  of  Mr.  Cbaras  are,  and  that 
the  difference  of  the  Climate  does  not  (as. 
fome  began  to  imagine  ( a)  make  any  con- 


(aj  V  id.  Redi  Lettera  fopraalcune  oppofitioni,  &c. 
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fiderabJe  alteration  in  the  Effects  of  this  Ve~ 
nom,  or  its  manner  of  Killing. 

First  then,  having  got  a  large  Female 
Viper,  he  made  it  to  Bite  Six  Pigeons,  one 
after  another  *,  the  Firfl  and  Second  that 
were  bit  Died  within  about  half  an  Hour, 
one  a  little  Time  before  the  other  •,  the 
Third  lived  about  Two  Flours  i  the  Fourth 
feemed  to  be  very  Sick,  but  recovered  ;  the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  were  no  more  hurt  than  if 
they  had  been  prick’d  with  a  Pin  or  Needle. 

Then  he  cut  off  the  Head  of  a  brifk 

J.  r 

Viper,  and  let  it  lie  Twenty  four  Hours, 
with  the  Fangs  of  which  he  wounded  One 
Pigeon  in  the  Bread;,  and  another  in  the 
Thigh,  which  both  expired,  as  foon  after, 
as  if  they  had  been  bitten  by  a  living 
Viper.  After  this,  having  got  a  great  many 
Vipers  together,  he  made  them  bite  upon  a 
piece  of  Glafs  of  a  Cylindrical  Figure,  b7 
this  means  preferving  the  Yellow  Juice  which 
they  emitted,  and  flightly  wounding  Two 
Pigeons,  he  firft  let  the  Bleeding  be  ftopt, 
then  put  fome  of  this  Liquor  into  the 
Wounds,  upon  which  both  the  Pigeons  died 
about  Two  Flours  after. 

The  fame  Ingenious  Perfon  tells  me, 
that  Monfieur  du  Verney  made  not  only 
Thefe,  but  alfo  fcver^l  other  Experiments 

of 
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of  the  fame  Nature*  in  the  Royal  Academy , 
with  the  like  Succefs. 

Thefe  Proofs  are  fo  convincing  and  foil, 
that  no  one ,  I  think  can  defire  more  ;  but 
they  will  receive  yet  a  farther  Confirmation 
from  the  Apparatus  or  Mechanifm  of  the 
Organs,  with  admirable  Nicety  contrived 
for  the  difcharge  of  this  Venom,  of  which 
more  by  and  by. 

Nor  is  it  any  Objection  againft  all  This, 
that  the  Liquor  is  innocent  and  harmlefs  in 
the  Mouth  or  Stomach  of  any  one,  fo  as 
that  it  may  be  fafely  tafted  or  fucked  out  of 
the  Wound  and  fwallowed  j  for  as  we  ob- 
ferved  before,  that  many  Acid  Subftances, 
taken  into  the  Stomach  are  by  the  Ad  ion 
of  that  Part  turned  to  Alcalious ,  fo  there 
is  no  Queftion  but  thefe  Saline  Spicula  are 
partly  by  the  Mufcular’  Force  of  the  Fibres, 
partly  by  the  Salival  Juice,  all  broken  and 
diffolved  ;  or  if  any  can  pafs  into  the  In- 
teftines,  the  Balfam  of  the  Bile  will  be  an 
Antidote  for  Them  j  the  Reafon  of  which 
v/ill  appear  when  we  come  to  the  Cure. 

In  the  mean  Time  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  remark,  that  even  the  Ancients  feem  to 
have  known  thus  much  concerning  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  this  Poifon  ;  of  this  Galen  gives 
US  Teftimony  in  feveral  Places  partku- 

C  4  ••  larly 
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larly  in  his  Book  de  Temper  amentis  (£),  where 
he  takes  notice,  that  nothing  has  the  fame 
Power  upon  the  human  Body  outwardly  as 
inwardly  \  Thus  (Tays  he)  neither  the  Venom 
of  the  Viper ,  nor  of  the  Afp ,  nor  frothy  Spittle 
of  the  Mad  Dog ,  are  alike  Mifchievous  when 
they  fall  upon  the  Skiny  or  enter  into  the  Sto¬ 
mach  ,  as  when  outwardly  communicated  by  & 
Wound . 

The  chief  of  the  Latin  (c)  Phyficians, 
Celfus  has  elegantly  exprefs’d  the  Matter  in 
few  Words,  when  advifing  to  Suck  the 
Wound  made  by  the  Bite  *  he  adds,  Ke- 
que  Hercules  Scientiam  prcecipuam  habent  hi 
qui  Pfilli  nominantur ,  fed  audaciam  ufu  ip - 
fo  conjirmatam ,  nam  Venenum  Serpentis ,  ut 
quae  dam  etiam  V mat  or  id  Venena ,  quibus 
Galli  precipue  utuntur ,  nongujlu  fed  in  Vul- 
yere  nocent. 

And  therefore  brave  Cato ,  when  march¬ 
ing  the  Remains  of  Pompey’s  Army  thro(i) * 3 
Africa ,  very  wifely  told  the  Soldiers  al- 
moh;  Choak’d  with  Third:,  yet  afraid  to 
drink  of  a  Spring  they  came  to,  becaufe 
full  of  Serpents  (d). 


(i)  Lib.  3.  c.  3. 

( 0  Medicin.  /.  5.  t.  27. 
[ d)  Lucan,  Phar&I.  /.  9, 
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Noxia  Serpent  um  eft  admifto  Sanguine  P  eft  is, 
Morfu  Virus  habent  Fatum  JDente  mi - 

nantur 

Pocula  Morte  catent — — 

In  the  like  manner  it  was  in  thofe  times 
alfo  known,  that  the  Virulent  Juice  had  the 
fame  bad  Effects,  when  mix’d  with  the 
Blood,  by  means  of  a  common  Wound,  as 
when  communicated  by  the  Venomous  Bite* 
This  made  Celfus  {e)  advife  in  fucking  out 
the  Poifon,  to  take  care  there  be  no  Ulcer  in 
the  Mouth  ;  tho’  this  ^Caution  be  rather 
flighted  and  ridiculed  by  Severinus  (f)9  and 
others  ;  who  do  hereby  difcover  how  little 
they  underftood  of  the  Seat  and  Nature  of 
this  Poifon.  And  Galen  (g)  mentioning  the 
Story  of  Cleopatra ,  relates  from  other  Au¬ 
thors,  that  ihe  killed  herfelf  by  pouring  th-e- 

Virus  of  an  Afp  into  a  Wound  made  in  bet 
Arm  by  her  ozvn  Feeth. 


(0  Loc.  ante  citaf. 
if)  Vipera  Pythia,  p.  361; 

(i)  Dz  Tlieriac.  ad  Pifon.  lib.  1.  r.  8.  Vid.  ctiam  c.  10. 
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In  fhort,  it  is  upon  this  Foundation,  that 
Pliny  (h)  allures  us,  the  Scythians  PoifonM 
their  Arrows  with  the  Sanies  of  Vipers  mix’d 
with  human  Blood  ;  the  way  of  doing  it 
jlriflotle  (i )  has  at  large  related;  and  the 
Tartars  are  faid  to  ufe  the  like  Trick  to  this 
Day.  After  the  fame  manner  the  Indians 
make  ufe  of  the  Venom  0/  the  Lizard, 
called  Gecco ;  this  Creature  they  hang  up 
by  the  Tail,  and  by  Whipping  exafperate, 
till  it  difcharge  its  Virus ,  in  which  they 
Tinge  their  Darts  ;  and  a  very  flight 
Wound  with  thefe  Weapons  is  fpeedy- 
Death  (£). 

It  is  worth  the  while  in  the  next  Place  to, 
confider  the  Cure  of  this  Mifchief,  which 
without  all  doubt  ought  to  be  by  fuch  Ex¬ 
ternal  Management  of  the  Wound  as  may 
immediately  deftroy  the  infufed  Venom. 

Mr.  Boyle  (/)  experienced  a  hot  Iron  held 
as  near  the  Place  as.  the  Patient  could  poffibiy 
endure  it  very  effectual  to  this  Purpofe.  But  the 

v - - — — - — _ _ _ 

O  Hift.  lib,  11.  c.  33.  Scythas  Fagittas  tingunt 
Viperina  Sanie  Sc  humano  Sanguine;  irremediabile  id 
Scelus.  . 

(/)  De  MirabiUbus. 

(£)  Bontii  Hiftor.  Ind.  lib .  3.  c,  5, 

(/)  Ufefu/nefs  of  Experimental  Pbi/ofophy,  Part  7..  P.  30 
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fame  Method  did  not  anfwer  Expectation 
in  the  Famous  Cafe  related  by  Monfieur 
Charas  (m). 

An  extraordinary  Virtue  againft  this  and 
other  venomous  Bites  is  aferibed  to  the  Snake- 
Stones  brought  from  the  Eaft-Indies ,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  prefently  apply’ cl  to  the 
Part,  and  let  flick  till  it  drop  off;  thefe  are 
faid  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Plead  of  the  Ser¬ 
pent  called  by  the  Portugueze ,  Cobra  de 
Capelo  ;  and  to  fuck  the  Poifon  out  of  the 
Wound.  Seignior  Redi  (»)  made  Trials  with 
feveral  of  them,  but  found  no  Service  from 
any.  Yet  Baglivi  ( 0 )  tells  us  of  a  terrible 
Bite  of  a  Scorpion  cured  this  way.  Moire 
fieur  Charas  (p)  his  Pigeons  all  died,  tho’ 
thefe  were  immediately  clapped  on,  and 
ftuck  clofe  to  the  Wound  :  but  Dr.  Havers 
faw  a  good  EffeCt  of  one  upon  a  Dog,  who 
tho’ feverely  bitten,  fuffered  no  Harm,  nor 
any  farther  Mark  of  Poifon  than  a  livid 
Circle  round  the  Place. 

•*  t  „ 

In  plain  Truth,  as  thefe  celebrated  Stones 
do  not  feem  to  be  what  it  is  pretended  thev 

'  *  J, 


(*»)  P-  m.  66. 

(r)  Eiperienzeintorno  a  diverfe  Cofe  Natural]’. 

{0)  Diiert.  de  Tarantula  Hiller.  5. 

(?)  Pag,  SB. 
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are,  but  rather  Fa&itious  Bodies  compounds 
ed,  it  may  be,  of  Calcined  Bones,  and 
fome  Teftacious  Matters  mixt  together  ;  fo 
by  Reafon  of  their  fpongy  and  porous  Tex¬ 
ture,  they  do  very  readily  adhere  to  any 
moiftned  Part  of  the  Flefh,  and  imbibe 
whatfoever  Humidity  they  meet  with.  This 
their  quality  any  one  may  Experience  by 
holding  one  of  them  to  the  Roof  of  his 
Mouth  i  and  it  is  upon  this  Score,  that 
when  put  into  Water,  Bubbles  are  raifed 
by  the  Air  in  their  Interfaces,  which 
fome  have  too  fondly  thought  to  be  the 
Effedls  of  their  throwing  out  the  Venom 
they  had  fucked  in. 

Their  make  being  thus,  fome  Part  at 
leaf:  of  the  Poifonous  Juice  may  eafily  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Wound  by  fuch  an  Applica¬ 
tion,  and  yet  fo  much  of  it  may  fometimes 
happen  to  remain  in  the  Flefh  as  may  make 
the  Bite  however  to  prove  Mortal.  And  thus 
it  fared  with  a  Pigeon,  to  the  thigh  of  which 
firft  Bitten  by  a  Viper,  I  applied  one  of  the 
Stones ;  for  tho5  it  ftuck  fo  faft  to  the  Wound, 
and  thus  faved  the  Life  for  about  four  flours  ^ 
(whereas  others  ufually  died  in  about  half  an 
Hour)  yet  after  this  the  Mortification  of  the 
Part  prevailed  to  that  Degree  as  to  become 
fatal  to  the  tender  Creature. 


But 
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But  our  Viper-Catchers  have  a  Remedy- 
far  beyond  all  thefe,  in  which  They  da 
place  fo  great  Confidence,  as  to  be  no  more 
afraid  of  a  Bite  than  of  a  common  Pundture# 
immediately  curing  themfelves  by  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  their  Specifick . 

This  tho5  they  keep  as  a  great  Secret  I  have 
however  upon  ftribt  Enquiry  found  out  to 
be  no  other  than  the  Axungia  Viper  in  a  pre-* 
fently  rubbed  into  the  Wound.  And  to  con¬ 
vince  myfelf  of  its  good  Effedls  I  enraged 
a  Viper-  to  Bite  a  young  Dog  in  the  Nofe  * 
both  the  Teeth  were  {truck  deep  in  ^  he  howl¬ 
ed  bitterly,  and  the  Part  began  to  fwell  ; 
I  diligently  applied  fome  of  the  Axungia  I 
had  ready  at  Hand,  and  he  was  very  well 
the  next  Day. 

But  becaufe  fome  Gentlemen  who  faw 
this  Experiment  were  apt  to  impute  the  Cure 
rather  to  the  Dog’s  Spittle,  (he  licking  the 
Wound)  than  to  the  Virtue  of  the  Fat ,  we 
made  him  to  he  bit  again  in  the  Tongue# 
forbearing  the  Ufe  of  our  Remedy,  and  he 
died  within  Four  or  Five  Hours. 

At  another  time  I  made  the  like  Trial# 
with  the  fame  Succefs. 

As  this  Axungia  con  fills  of  Clammy  and 
Vifcid  Parts,  which  are  withal  more  Pe¬ 
netrating  and  Adfcive  than  moil  other  Oily 

Subftances, 
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Subftarices,  fo  thefe,  without  all  Doubt  do 
Involve,  and  as  it  were  Sheath  the  Volatile 
Saltsofthe  Venomous  Liquor,  and  thus  pre¬ 
vent  their  Shooting  out  into  thofe  Cryftalline 
Spicula^  which  we  have  obferved  to  be 
the  main  Inftruments  of  that  deadly  Mif- 
chief  which  attends  the  Bite. 

By  this  means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  this 
Cure,  if  rightly  managed,  is  fo  eafy  and 
certain,  as  not  to  need  the  Help  of  any  In¬ 
ternal  Medicines  to  forward  it  •,  but  thefe 
however  muft  take  Place,  where,  thro’  want 
of  the  other,  the  Poifon  is  fpread  farther, 
and  lias  tainted  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood. 

Nor  yet  is  it  neceffary  even  in  this  Cafe 
to  Fatigue  the  Patient  with  a  Farrago  of 
F'heriacas ,  Antidotes ,  &c.  for  the  Volatile 
Salt  of  Vipers  is  alone  ftfHcient  to  do  the 
Work,  if  given  in  juft  Quantities,  and  duly- 
repeated  *,  provided  moderate  Sweats  be 
incouraged  in  Bed  thus  it  fucceeded  with 
Monfieur  Charas  in  the  before  cited  Cafe, 
and  in  fome  others  I  could  relate,  in  one  of 

' 

which  the  Mifchief  had  gone  fofar  as  to  in¬ 
duce  an  univerfal  Icterus. 

This  leads  me  laft  of  all  to  hint  fomething 
concerning -the  Ufe  of  the  Viper  in  Phyfick  j 
becaufe  Authors  are  very  large  in  enumera- 
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ting  its  Virtues  again!!  many,  and  thofe  to 
fome  of  them  very  obftinate  Diftempers. 

One  of  the  firft  whom  we  find  in  Anti¬ 
quity  to  have  made  ufe  of  the  Flefh  of  this 
Creature  to  medicinal  Purpofes,  wasvI  think^ 
Antonins  Mufa ,  the  Famous  Phyfician  to 
Octavius  Ccefar  3  of  whom  Pliny  (q)  tells 
us,  That  when  he  met  with  incurable  Ulcers , 
he  ordered  the  eating  of  Vipers ,  and  by  this 
Means  they  were  quickly  Healed . 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  might  have 
learned  this  from  the  great  Greek  Phyficiari 
Craterus ,  mentioned  often  by  Cicero  in  his 
Epiflles  to  Atticus ,  who  as  (r)  Porphyrins 
relates,  very  happily  cured  a  inferable  Slave , 
whofe  Skin  in  a  ft  range  Manner  fell  off  from 
his  Bones ,  by  advifing  him  to  feed  upon  Vipers 
dreffed  after  the  Manner  of  Fijh. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  in  Galen’s  Time  the 
profitable  Qualities  of  the  Viper  were 
very  commonly  known  ;  himfelf  relating 
very  (j)  Remarkable  Stories  of  the  Cures 
of  the  Elephantiafis ?  or  Lepra ,  done  by  the 
Viper  Wine. 


{q)  Lib.  30.  c.  I  3. 

(r)  De  Abstinent.  ab  Animal.  lib.  1.  p.  in.  16. 
Ll  Defunpl.  Medic.  Facuit.  lib.  1 1,  c.  1. 
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Aret^eus,  who  moft  probably  liv’d  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  with  Galen ,  and  of  all  the 
Antients  has  moft  accurately  dcfcribed  the 
ElephantiafiSy  commends  as  Gr  uterus  did  the 
Eating  of  Vipers  inftead  of  Fifti  in  the  fame 
Difeafes  (t).  And  to  this  Purpofe  I  remem¬ 
ber,  that  as  Lopes  ( u)  in  his  Relations  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Congo  in  Africa ,  takes  Notice 
how  greedily  the  Negroes  eat  Adders,  roaft- 
ing  them,  and  efteeming  them  as  the  moft  de¬ 
licious  Food  ;  fo  Dumpier  (x)  alfo  informs 
us,  that  the  Natives  of  Fonquin  in  the  Eajl- 
Indies  do  treat  their  Friends  with  Arrack,  in 
vibudi Snakes  and  Scorpions  have  been  infufed* 
accounting  this  not  only  a  great  Cordial,  but 
alfo  an  Antidote  againft  the  Leprofy ,  and  all 
other  Sorts  of  Poifon. 

The  Phyficians  in  Italy  and  France  do 
very  commonly  Prefcribe  the  Broth  and 
jelly  of  Vip  ers  Flefh  for  much  the  fame 
Ufes,  that  is,  to  invigorate  and  purify  the 
Mafs  of  Blood,  exhaufted  with  Difeafes,  or 
tainted  with  fome  Vicious  and  Obftinate  Fer¬ 
ment. 


(t)  Curat,  Diuturn,  lib.  2.  c,  13. 

(#)  Vid.  Pure  has.  Pilgrims,  Part  2.  1.  7.  c.  9: 
(x)  Voyages,  Vol.  2.  Part  1.  p,  53, 
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From  all  this  it  appears,  that  the  main 
£fHcacy  of  the  Yiperine  Flefh  is  to  quicken 
the  Circle  of  the  Blood,  promote  its  due 
Mixture,  and  by  this  means  cleanfe  and 
fcoure  the  Glands  of  thofe  Stagnating  Juices, 
which,  turning  to  Acidity,  are  the  Origins 
of  many,  at  lead,  of  thofe  troublefome 
Diftempers  in  the  Surface  of  the  Body, 
which  go  under  the  Names  of  Scrophulous , 
Leprous ,  &c. 

These  good  Effedls  are  owing  to  that 
penetrating,  ftrong  Salt,  with  which  the 
Subfiance  of  thefe  Creatures  does  in  a  very 
great  Proportion  abound,  and  the  Reafon 
of  this  is  from  the  Food  they  live  on, 
which  we  have  obferv’d  before  to  be  Liz* 
zards,  Moles,  &c.  whofe  Nature  every 
one  knows  to  be  fuch  as  muff  neceffarily* 
when  they  are  diffolved  in  the  Stomach, 
fupply  the  Blood  with  a  great  Quantity  of 
Active  and  Volatile  Parts.  And  herein  lies 
the  difference  between  the  Flefh  of  Vipers 
and  that  of  other  Innocent  Serpents,  which 
feeding  upon  Grafs,  Herbs,  &c.  do  not 
recommend  themfelves  to  us  by  any  of  thofe 
Properties  which  are  in  fo  Eminent  a  Degree 
found  in  the  former. 

Whosoever  Refle<5ls  on  What  has  been 
find  on  this  Head,  will  Very  readily  Acknow* 
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ledge  that  our  Phyficians  deal  too  Cautioiifly 
or  Sparingly  with  a  Remedy  which  may  be 
applied  to  very  good  Purpofes,  when  they 
Prefcribe  a  few  Grains  of  the  Powder  of 
dried  Vipers,  or  make  up  a  fmall  Quantity 
of  their  Flefh  into  Troches  ;  whereas  if 
Service  be  really  to  be  done  this  way,  the 
Patient  ought  to  eat  frequently  of  Viper 
Geliy,  or  Broth,  or  rather  as  the  ancient 
manner  was  to  boil  Vipers,  and  eat  them 
like  Fifli  ;  if  this  Food  will  not  go  down, 
( tho*  really  very  Good  and  Delicious  Fare) 
to  make  ufe  at  leaft  of  Wine,  in  which  Vi¬ 
pers  have  for  a  long  Time  been  infufed,  by 
which  I  know  a  very  obftinate  Lepra  has 
been  removed  ;  or  laftly,  in  fome  Cafes,  ef- 
pecialiy  where  Wine  is  not  convenient,  to  take 
good  Quantities  of  their  Volatile  Salt ,  in 
which  alone  the  Virtue  of  the  before  named 
Medicines  does  Principally  refide. 


1 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE 

Foregoing  Effay. 

Containing  fome  Anatomical  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Viper,  and 
an  Account  of  fome  other  Ve¬ 
nomous  Animals. 

IN  repeated  Di deft  ions  of  the  Viper , 
comparing  the  Defcriptions  given  Us  by 
Authors,  with  the  Parts  themfelvcs,  I  have 
found  them  in  many  Particulars  to  be  very 
Defedtive.  I  fliall  however  at  prefent  con¬ 
fine  my  felf  to  fome  Obfervations  made 
chiefly  on  thofe  Organs  which  ferve  to  Pre¬ 
pare  and  Emit  the  Poifon. 

D  2 
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To  begin  therefore  with  the  Head*  Th& 
Skull  {Fig.  2.)  is  compofed  of  feveral Bones* 
joined  together  by  Sutures,  as  in  Man,  but 
with  this  Difference,  that  the  Os  Frontis 
in  the  Viper  confifts  of  two  Bones  united 
by  a  Rectilinear  Suture ,  and  the  Parietal 
Bones  are  Entire  *,  whereas  in  Man  the 
Parietal  Bones  have  Sutures ,  and  the  Os 
Frontis  is  Entire* 

(a)  Shows  two  fmall  Semicircular  Bones, 
which  form  the  inferior  Part  of  the  Nojlrils. 

(b)  The  two  Bones  which  make  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Nofe ,  from  the  latter  pafs 
down  two  thin  Famines,  which  touching 
one  another,  and  falling  perpendicular  upon 
the  OJfa  Palati,  compofc  the  Septum  of  the 
Nofe. 

{e  e)  Point  out  the  OJfa  Frontis,  which 
Form  the  upper  Part  of  the  Orbits  of  the 
Eyes.  And  {c  c)  the  Orbits  themfelves. 

The  Parietal  Bones  (d)  make  a  large 
Cavity,  in  which  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Brain  is  contained,  and  T'his  we  may  call 
the  Sinciput . 

Behind  this  Bone  are  placed  the  OJfa 
Femporum  (//),  in  which  lie  the  Organs 
of  Hearing  *,  and  behind  them  a  Bone  (g) 
which  we  may  call  the  Os  Occipitis ,  covers 
the  poftcrior  part  of  the  Brain.  This  is 

joined 
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joined  to  the  fir  ft  Vertebra  of  the  Neck  (b) 
by  a  Spherical  Articulation,  as  all  the  Ver¬ 
tebra?  are  to  one  another,  and  this  is  the 
Reafon  why  this  Creature  can  turn  its 
Head  and  Body  fo  much,  and  fo  nimbly, 
every  way. 

To  fame  of  Thefe  there  are  two  other 
Bones  Articulated  for  Particular  Ufes 

The  Firft  of  Them,  which  ferves  as  a  Bafts 
to  the  Articulation  of  the  Reft  (a  Fig.,\  )9 
is  faftned  by  one  Extremity  to  a  (mail  Pro¬ 
tuberance  (i  Fig.  2.)  in  the  middle  and  la¬ 
teral  Part  of  the  Os  Siucipitis ,  and  running 
back  towards  the  Vertebra ,  lies  in  the  fame 
Plain  with  the  Sinciput.  This  Bone  has  a, 
Motion,  tho’  very  inconfiderable,  both  up¬ 
wards  and  downwards.  By  means  of  this, 
the  opening  of  the  Mouth  is  fomewhat  in- 
larged  in  the  time  of  Deglutition. 

That  end  of  this  Bone,  which  is  next 
to  the  Vertebra ,  is  Articulated  at  Oblique 
Angles  with  Another  (b),  placed  Horizon¬ 
tally,  and  whofe  Motion  is  forwards  and 
backwards,  being  made  chiefly  for  moving 
the  Bones  of  the  upper  and  lower  Jaw,  into 
which  the  Teeth  are  inferted.  By  reafon 
of  this  kind  of  Articulation,  it  cannot  con¬ 
tribute  any  thing  towards  Widening  the 
Mouth  for  Swallowing. 

P  $ 


T*ns 


3  8  Of  the  Vip  er. 

This  Bone,  and  That  with  which  it  is 
joined,  I  call  the  Common  Bones . 

The  Upper  Jaw  ( Fig .  3.)  is,  befides 
the  Teeth,  compofed  on  each  fide  of  three 
Bones.  The  Fir  ft  (a)  into  which  the  Pob 
fonous  Fangs  are  fixt,  is  articulated  with  the 
Anterior  Protuberance  of  the  Orbit  of  the 
Eye  ;  and  has  a@  Motion  of  Flexion  and 
Extention,  that  is,  forwards  and  backwards, 
by  which  the  Fangs  are  Eredded  or  De- 
prefs’d.  It  is  fmall  at  the  Joint,  but  grows 
broader  by  degrees,  to  a  pretty  large  Bafts, 
the  better  to  contain  a  confiderable  Number 
of  Teeth.  It  is  Spongy  like  the  fubftance  of 
the  Vertebra,  and  no  ways  fit  to  be  the  im¬ 
mediate  Organ  of-  Hearing ,  as  Mr.  Charas 
and  fome  others  have  Imagined. 

The  Second  (r),  is  a  broad  thin  Bone, 
Articulated  by  one  extreme  to  the  Former , 
(f )  and  by  the  other  firmly  fixt  to  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Third  Bone.  When  This  is  tliruft: 
forwards,  it  likewife  pufhes  the  Firft ,  and 
by  this  means  the  Erection  of  the  Fangs  is 
helped  and  when  it  is  pull’d  backwards, 
they  are  Deprejfed . 

The  Third  Bone  ( e  T>,  is  join’d  by  one 
extremity  (*),  to  the  end  of  one  of  the  Bones 
of  the  Lower  Jaw  (c  Fig.  4.),  and  being 
fo  me  what  crooked,  turns  in  a  little  towards 
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the  Bafts  of  the  Cranium ,  and  running  along 
the  Inferior  part  of  It  towards  the  NoJey 
terminates  near  the  internal  and  Anterior 
part  of  the  Firft  Bone. 

Th  e  Lower  Jaw  (  c  d  efg  Fig.  4J  on 
each  fide  is  made  up  of  two  Bones,  but 
firmly  united,  the  extremity  of  the  centring 
within  the  other  ( f ).  The  Firft  (  c  de) 
articulates  with  the  Second  of  the  Common 
Bones  (  b  where  it  is  broad,  and  fends  off 
an  Apophyfs  into  which  there  is  a  Mufcle 
inferted,  which  helps  to  open  the  Jaw . 
There  is  in  This  a  Fdole  (J),  for  the  Entrance 
of  the  Branch  of  the  Nerve ,  which  pafting 
thro’  a  Canal  in  the  middle  of  It,  goes  to 
the  extremity  of  the  Second  Bone,  and  in  its 
way  fends  off  federal  Branches  which'  go  to 
the  Teeth ,  and  alfo  a  very  confiderable  one, 
which  goes  out  at  (  e  ),  and  is  wholly  fpenc 
upon  the  Neighbouring  Mufcle s. 

Ths  Second  Bone  (fg  ),  ferves  chiefly 
to  receive  the  fmall  Teeth ,  which  anfwer  to 
Thofe  in  the  Upper  Jaw. 

As  for  the  Teeth ,  they  are  of  two  forts, 
the  Great  or  Poifonous  Fangs,  and  the 
Small. 

The  Great  (b  Fig.  3),  be’ng  fixt  in  the 
Firft  Bone  of  the  Upper  Jaw ,  are  Crooked 
a;ul  bent,  like  the  Dentes  Canini  in  moft 

D  4  Canivo- 
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Carnivorous  Animals.  They  are  manifeftly 
hollow  from  their  Root  a  confiderable  way* 
not  to  the  very  Apex  or  Point,  (which  is 
folid  and  fharp,  the  better  to  pierce  the  Skin) 
but  to  a  fmall  diftance  from  It,  as  is  plainly 
feen  by  fplitting  the  Tooth  thro9  the  middle 
( Fid .  Fig .  6.).  This  Cavity  ends  at  the 
Convex  Part  in  a  vifible  Slit ,  very  well 
refembling  the  JSip  or  Cut  of  a  Pen  (Fig. 
g.  d.)  which  is  the  Emijfary  or  Outlet  to 
?he  Poifon. 

Galen  {a)  has  given  Us  a  confiderable 
Hint  of  this  Make  of  the  Tooth:  For, 
Phe  Mountebanks  fHe  fays)  ufed  to  fuffer 
them] elves  to  be  Bit  by  Viper  sy  having  firfi 
with  fome  Pafte  ft  opt  the  Holes  of  their  Peeth% 
that  the  venom  being  thus  k$pt  in,  the  Speffia- 
tors  might  think  ‘They  did  by  their  Antidotes, 
fecure  themf elves  from  its  dangerous  Effects. 

The  Reafon  why  thefe  Teeth  are  Crooked 
is.  That  the  Point  of  the  Tooth,  when  the 
Viper  Bites,  may  be  Perpendicular  to  the 
Part  to  be  wounded  for  the  Head  being 
raifed  back  in  the  time  of  Biting,  and  the 
Tooth  erected,  if  Phis  were  ftrait,  It  would 
not,  by  reafon  of  its  oblique  Situation  to  the 

W . .  '  '  ,jl  '  . . 1  '  ■  ■'  ■« 


ParC 


(<i )  Dc  Tiieriac.  ad  Pifon,  Cap.  1 2, 


Of  the  Viper.  41 

Part  enter  with  fo  much  force,  nor  fo  deep 
into  the  Flefh. 

As  for  the  Number  of  the  Poifonous 
Fangs,  I  have  obferved  that  there  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  befides  One,  Two  or  Three 
on  each  fide,  fixt  Perpendicularly  to  the 
firft  Bone  of  the  Upper  Jaw,  fome  others 
which  are  Young,  and  of  a  fmaller  Size9 
adhering  to  the  fame  Bone  :  Their  Points 
are  hardened,  and  they  have  their  FiJJure$ 
formed  as  in  the  other,  but  their  Roots  are 
Soft  and  Mucilaginous,  like  the  Roots  of  the 
Teeth  in  Infants,  and  fo  they  lie  always  de~ 
prefs’d  at  the  Bottoms  of  the  Fonner ,  as  may 
be  feen  Fig.  10.  c. 

They  drop  off  from  the  Bone  at  the 
leaft  Touch  ;  and  therefore  fome  Anatomifts 
have  imagined  them  to  be  faftened  to  Mufcles 
or  Tendons,  which  would  have  rendred 
Them  altogether  Ufelefs.  For  they  are 
made  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  Greater , 
when  they  fall  away,  or  are  pull’d  out  by 
Accident  •,  and  in  order  to  this,  they  do 
by  degrees  harden,  and  rife  more  and  more, 
till  at  laft  they  Hand  upright,  and  come  to 
a  Perpendicular  Situation  in  the  Bone. 

They  ^re  not  all  of  the  fame  Growth 
for  in  fome  we  can  only  difcern  the  fhape 
of  a  Tooth  without  any  hardne%  in  others 

tip 
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the  Point,  and  in  the  next  fomewhat  more 
is  hardened,  and  fo  on  to  the  greateft  Fang, 

Their  Number  is  very  uncertain,  there 
being  fometimes  Six  or  Seven  in  each  fide 
of  the  Jaw,  fometimes  fewer. 

These  feem  to  have  oCcafioned  the  DiP 
putes  among  the  Ancients  concerning  the' 
Number  of  the  Viperine  Teeth. 

The  Poifonous  Fangs  have  fmall  Holes 
at  the  Internal  Part  of  their  Root,  thro* 
which  the  Veffels  pafs  which  carry  their 
Nourifhment  (  Fig.  5  a). 

It  is  remarkable,  that  Nature  has  provi¬ 
ded  Young  Vipers  with  Poifonous  Teeth 
grown  to  their  Perfection,  that  fo  they  may 
Kill  their  Prey  as  foon  as  they  come  into 
the  World. 

The  Second  kind  of  Teeth,  or  the  Small 
are  hooked,  and  bent  as  well  as  the  former, 
but  without  any  Slit  or  Opening.  Of  Thefe 
there  are  Four  Rows,  two  on  each  fide  of 
the  Mouth.  They  are  fixt  in  the  Third 
Bone  ot  the  Upper  Jaw,  and  in  the  Second 
in  the  Lower,  as  exhibited  to  view  in  the 
Figures. 

Their  Ufc  is  to  hold  the  Prey  fa  ft 
while  Execution  is  done  by  die  Tile,  leaft 
in  ftruggling  to  get  away  It  Ihould  pull  out 
the  Fangs. 

<p 
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The  Inftruments  that  Emit  the  Venom 
being  thus  defcribed,  we  come  next  to 
f Thofe  which  ferve  to  Prepare  and  Contain 

It. 

This  Liquor  is  feparated  from  the  Blood 
by  a  Gland  on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  placed 
in  the  Anterior  and  Lateral  Part  of  the 
Os  Sincipitis ,  juft  behind  the  Orbit  of  the 
Eye  {Fig.  9.  a)  *,  It  lies  immediately  under 
that  Mufcle  which  helps  to  deprefs  the 
Fangs,  fo  that  by  the  Action  of  This  it  is 
Prefs’d  ;  which  is  an  admirable  Contri¬ 
vance  to  forward  the  Secretion  of  the  Juice 
out  of  It. 

’Tis  a  Conglomerated  Gland,  compofed 
of  many  fmaller  ones  contained  in  a  common 
Membrane  *,  each  of  Thefe  fends  oft  an 
Excretory  VefTel,  all  which  do  afterwards 
Unite  and  Form  one  Duff  (b),  which 
running  towards  the  Roots  of  the  Fangs, 

difcharges  the  Yellowifh  Liquor  into  a  Bag. 

T  his  Bag  is  fixt  to  the  Bafts  of  the  Firft 
Bone  of  the  Upper  Jaw,  and  alfo  to  the 
extremity  of  the  Second,  covering  the  Fangs 
near  the  Root  {d  Fig  10).  To  the  up¬ 
per  Part  of  this  Vcficula  there  is  joined  ano¬ 
ther  (0),  in  the  Anterior  Part  of  which  there 
is  a  Pafiage  for  the  Poifonous  Teeth. 
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This  conftfts  of  Mufcular  Fibres,  both 
'Longitudinal  and  Circular ,  by  Means  of 
which  ic  can  Contrail  it  felf  when  the  Fangs 
are  erected  5  and  by  this  Contraction  the 
Venom  is  prefs’d  into  the  Hole  at  the  Root 
of  the  Tooth,  and  forced  out  at  the  Fifth  re 
near  the  Point. 

That  this  is  fo  done,  I  have  frequently 
oblerved  with  the  Naked  Eye,  having  cut 
off  the  Head  of  a  Viper,  and  immediately 
pinched  the  Neck  to  make  it  open  the 
Mouth  wide  }  for  by  this  means,  the  Venom 
was  Squirted  out  as  from  a  Syringe. 

When  the  Viper  lies  quiet  with  its 
Mouth  fhut,  the  Fangs  are  deprefs*d  and 
covered  with  the  External  Bags ;  when  It 
intends  to  Bite,  It  opens  the  Mouth  very^ 
wide,  at  the  fame  time  the  Lower  Extremity 
of  the  Second  of  the  Common  Bones  (Fig.  4.  b) 

Is  moved  forwards  by  Proper  Mufcies,  and 
turns  as  it  were  upon  the  fixt  Centre  (b)>  thus 
pufhing  forward  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Jaws,  whofe  Extremes  are  united  at  (c)+ 
By  this  means  the  Lower  Part  of  the  Fir  ft 
Bone  of  the  Upper  Jaw  (Fig.  3.  a)  is  thruft 
forwards,  the  other  Extremity  turning  in  the 
Cavity  of  its  Articulation,  where  it  is  fatten¬ 
ed  by  Ligaments  ;  the  Fangs  being  by  this 
Mechanifm  Erefted,  the  Bags  which  cover  'd 

them  * 
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them,  by  their  Contra&ion  of  their  Lcngitu-* 
dinal  Fibres,  are  pulled  back,  and  the  Adtion 
of  the  Circular  Ones  does  at  the  fame  time 
ftraiten  the  Internal  Bag,'  and  force  the  Juice 
into  the  T  eeth. 

Besides  this,  when  the  Viper  bites,  It 
ftrikes  in  the  Fangs  to  the  very  Root  ;  and 
thus  the  Veficulce  are  Bill  more  fqueezed  for 
the  difcharge  of  the  Liquor. 

It  is  worthy  our  Obfetvation,  that  the 
Viper  can  move  the  Jaw  Bones  on  one  fide 
without  moving  Thofe  on  the  other ,  for  they 
are  not  joined  together  at  the  Extremes  as 
in  other  Animals  which  Contrivance  is  very 
Beneficial  to  It  in  the  fwallowing  Its  Frey,  in. 
that  while  theTeeth  on  one  fide  Band  unmov¬ 
ed,  and  Bxt  in  the  Flefh  to  hold  It,  Thofe  on 
the  other  fide  are  brought  forward,  to  draw  it 
in  farther,  then  they  keep  It  faB  till  the  for¬ 
mer  Jaws  advance  again  in  their  Turn.  Thus 
they  a£t  fuccellively,  and  force  the  Animal 
intire  ("there  being  no  Dentes  Indfivi  or  Mo- 
lares  to  divide  It)  into  the  CEfophdgus ,  whofc 
Mufcular  Fibres  are  very  Weak,  and  can 
help  but  little  in  the  Bufinefs. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  conclude  thefe 
Remarks  with  a  fliort  Hint  concerning  the 
Organs  of  Hearing  Mr.  Char  as  ("who  is 
however  followed  by  others  in  It )  having,  as 
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we  mentioned  before,  Entertain’d  a  very 
abfurd  Opinion  about  Them. 

These  then  are  Placed  in  the  Temporal 
Bones,  as  in  other  Animals,  and  confift 
of  One  Long,  Small  Bone  (Fid.  Fig.  nj, 
like  That  of  Birds ,  whofe  Extremity  is 
broad,  like  the  Bafts  of  the  Stapes  in  Many 
and  fituated  upon  a  little  Hole ,  which  opens 
into  the  Labyrinth  and  befides  of  Three  De- 
tnicircular  Canals  (Fig.  12.  a  b)  which  alfo 
open  into  the  Labyrinth. 

This  Labyrinth  (  Fig.  13.J  has  a  great 
many  Eminencies  in  It  of  no  determin’d  Re¬ 
gular  Figure  (Fig.  14)  and  is  covered  with 
a  Membrane  full  of  Nerves  and  Blood  VeJJels. 
The  Nerve  enters  from  the  Brain  at  a  hole 
in  the  Middle  of  this  Cavity  (a  Fig.  15.) 

There  is  no  Cochlea  in  the  Ear  of  the 
Viper-,  but  the  Anterior  ~Demicircular  Canal 
opens  into  a  Semicanal ,  which  makes  fome 
Spiral  Turns  in  the  Fore-part  of  the  Laby¬ 
rinth  ,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  in  Fijh. 

The  Pajfage  for  the  Air  to  thefe  Organs 
is  not  Outward ,  but,  as  in  fome  Filli,  thro’ 
the  Mouth,  between  the  Upper  and  Under 
Jaws,  running  below  the  Second  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Bones.  But  of  This ,  and  alfo  of  the 
true  Mechanic  Ufe  of  the  aforefaid  Parts > 
more  hereafter. 
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AS  the  Viper  is  Hurtful  by  Infilling  a’ 
Liquid  Volf  on  into  the  Wound  made 
by  Its  Teeth,  fo  likewife  are  Ail  Venomous 
Creatures  whatfoever,  whether  They  Bite  or 
Sting,  tho’  there  be  fome  difference  in  the 
Contrivance  of  their  Organs ,  Mifcheivous 
after  much  the  fame  Manner;  and  moftly 
for  the  fame  good  Ufe  and  Purpofe,  that  is, 
in  order  to  Kill  their  Prey. 

This  will  fully  appear  by  Examining 
the  Inftruments  of  Death  in  feveral  of 
them. 

First  then,  Th,e  Spider,  which  lives 
upon  Flies,  Wafps,  and  the  like  Infers y 
is  provided  with,  a  hooked  Forceps ,  placed 
juft  by  the  Mouth,  very  fharp  and  line, 
with  Phis  He  pierces  the  Flefh  of  little 
Creatures  caught  in  his  JVebb ,  and  at  the 
fame  time  Infufes  a  Juice  into  the  Pun¬ 
cture,  by  which  means  the  Animal  being 
Killed,  He  Sucks  out  the  Moifture  from 

the 
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the  Body,  and  leaves  It  a  dry,  husky 
Carcafs. 

Mr.  Van  Leewenhoeck  in  his  Account  of 
Spiders  lately  publifhed  (a)  has  together  with 
the  other  Parts,  by  the  Help  of  his  Glades, 
defcribed  thefe  Weapons^  which  he  finds  to 
lie  couched  on  each  fide  the  Mouth  in  a  Row 
of  Teeth,  till  they  are  raifed  to  do  Execu¬ 
tion.  Thefe  Rows  of  fmall  Eecth  are  de- 
figned  to  hold  the  Prey,  that  it  may  not 
efcape  the  Force  of  the  Bite.  And  in  the 
Convex  Part,  towards  the  Point  of  each 
Claw ,  he  has  delineated  a  little  Aperture  or 
Slity  thro’  which  he  iuppofes  the  Poifon 
IfTues  out  at  the  fame  Time  the  Wound  is 
made. 

This  Situation  and  Motion  of  thefe' Parts 
I  have  feveral  Times  view’d  ,  but  was  never 
able  to  difcern  the  Exit  or  Opening ;  which 
having  a  juft  Deference  to  the  Induftry  and 
Application  of  fo  nice  an  Obferver  in 
Things  of  this  Nature,  I  at  firft  imputed  to 
my  own  Unskilfulnefs  in  fuch  Enquiries^ 
knowing  my  Microfcope  to  "be  very  good  ; 
till  at  laft,  after  repeated  Trials,  I  very 
plainly  faw  that  nothing  Dropt  out  at  the 


(a)  Philol'oph.  Tranfadt.  No.  271. 
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Claws,  which  were  always  Dry  while  the 
Spider  Bit,  but  that  a  fhort,  white  Probofcis 
was  at  the  fame  Time  thruft  out  of  the 

-  i  '  *  i  >  {  i 

fvlouth,  which  inftilled  a  Liquor  into  the 
Wound.  ,  ,  . 

*■  ;  f 

Th  en  I  concluded  that  Mr.  Leevenhoek 

• .  .  j  r  * 1  .  4  ■  . 

had  Delineated  the  Apertures  in  thefe  Wea¬ 
pons,  only  from  the  Analogy  which  he  thought 
They  muft  bear  to  the  Viperine  Fangs ,  the 
Sting  of  the  Scorpion ,  Bee,  &c.  And  I  was 
confirmed  in  this  Opinion  by  examining  a  Claw 
of  the  great  American  Spider,  defcribed  ( tho* 
but  lamely)  by  Pifo  ($),  and  called  Nhamdu ; 
this  was  given  me  by  Mr.  Pettiver ,  and  be¬ 
ing  above  Fifty  times  bigger  than  That  of 
the  largeft  Europcean  Spider  ( c ),  if  there  had 
been  any  flit  in  it,  my  Glafs  would  no 
doubt  have  difcovered  it,  bur  yet  1  found  it 
to  be  quite  Solid. 

And  indeed  the  Quantity  of  Liquor  emit¬ 
ted  by  our  common  Spiders  when  they  kill 
their  Frey,  is  vifibly  fo  great,  and  the 
wounding  Weapons  fo  Minute,  that  they 
could  not  contain  but  a  very  inconfiderable 
Portion  thereof,  if  It  were  to  be  difcharged 
that  way. 

(b)  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  5  cap  IO. 

:V)  Vid.  Eig.  1 3.  , 
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To  this  purpofe  I  remember  Mr.  Boyle 
fomewhere  tells  a  Story  of  a  Ferfon  Blinded 
by  a  Spider  dropping  its  Venom  into  his 
Eye,  which  tho*  it  can  hardly  find  credit 
with  fame,  is  however  confirmed  by  what 
Pifo  relates  of  his  Flhamdu ,  viz.  That  in 
catching  it  great  heed  is  to  be  taken  leaft  its 
Poifon  fall  into  the  Eye,  this  caufing  a  to¬ 
tal  Lofs  of  the  Sight. 

What  Mr.  Levenhoe\  obferves  of  the 
Enmity  thefe  Creatures  bear  to  one  another 
I  have  often  feen  ;  for  if  Four,  Five,  or 
more  be  put  together  into  a  Glafs,  they  im¬ 
mediately  fall  to  Fighting  with  all  the  Fury 
Imaginable;  Limbs  (truck  off  are  ufually  the 
Pr&ludes  to  the  terrible  Slaughter,  which 
continues  till  all  are  killed,  the  Surviving 
Conqueror  himfelf  moil  commonly  Dying 
of  his  Wounds. 

The  Weapons  of  Mifchief  in  the  Scrfo- 
pendra  are  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the 
Spider,  only  larger.  One  of  thefe  Crea¬ 
tures  I  had  brought  to  me  alive  out  of  a  Ship 
whi:h  came,  from  the  Eaft- Indies ,  where 
Bontius  (d)  fays,  “Their  Bite  is  fo  painful 

that  it  makes  People  aim  oil  mad  ;  but  it 


{d)  Hifl.  hd.  p.  m.  56. 
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died  before  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  making 
Trial  of  its  Poifon ;  however,  I  very  dili¬ 
gently  looked  upon  the  Claws  (<?),  and  found 
Them  to  have  no'  more  Cavity  than  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  Infertion  of  their  Mufcles,  nor 
any  Exit  or  out-let  towards  their  Apex  ; 
thefe  therefore  ferve  only  to  peirce  theFlefh, 
and  the  Venom  is  infufed  from  a  Probo- 
fcis  out  of  the  Mouth  ;  tho’  This  I  could  not 
very  well  difcern,  becaufe  the  Parts  had  been 
kept  too  long  dry  before  I  examined  Them* 

The  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  with  Stinging 
Animals ;  of  Thefe  The  Scorpion  is  the 
thief,  whofe  Virus  in  different  Countries  is 
more  or  lefs  dangerous  according  as  ’tis  ex¬ 
alted  by  various  Degrees  of  Heat  ;  thus  in 
Africa  particularly  its  Effe6ts  are  fo  dreadful, 
that  as  Joann .  Leo  (f)  tells  u's,  The  Town 
of  Pefcara  there  is  in  a  manner  left  defolate 
by  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Summer  Time,  by 
Reafon  of  the  great  Abundance  of  thefe 
Creatures,  certain  Death  following  their  Sting. 

Some  of  this  deadly  Kind  (The  fame, 
tho’  not  fo  large  with  That  in  the  Eaft-Indies , 
of  which  Swammerdam  (g)  has  given  a  very 

(e)  Vid.  Fi*.  17. 

{f)  Hi  for.  Afric.  lib.  6. 

(^)  Hilt.  Infctt.  p.  147. 
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accurate  Defcription  and  Figure)  Seignior 
Redi  had  fent  him  from  Tunis  (b)  j  and  it 
being  November,  irritated  them  to  Sting 
Pigeons,  Pullets*  &c.  without  any  bad  Ef¬ 
fect  at  all  of  their  Poifon  ;  but  upon  the 
approaching  Spring  One  of  Them  which 
had  been  kept  all  the  Winter,  nay.  Eight 
Months  without  any  Food,  and  the  Wound 
of  whofe  Sting  before  was  harmlefs,  Stung 
to  Death  Two  Pigeons  fuccefTively  ;  but  a 
Third  and  Fourth  Wounded  in  like  Manner 

> 

fuffered  no  hurt.  Yet  having  let  the  « Scor¬ 
pion  reft  all  Night,  He  killed  another  PL 
geoft  the  next  Morning. 

At  the  Point  of  the  Sting  he  very  often 
could  difeern  a  fmall  Drop  of  white  Liquor , 
which  when  the  Wound  was  made,  entered 
into  the  Flefh. 

As  This  Liquid  Venom  is  either  not  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Blood  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Sting,  during  the  Cold  of  Winter,  or  at 
leaft  the  Scorpion  wants  Strength  at  that  time 
to  throw  it  out  with  Force  and  Energy  *,  fo 
even  in  the  hot  Months,  after  it  is  exhaufted 
by  Two  or  Three  Attacks ,  the  Sting  is  Uq 
longer  hurtful,  till  the  Expence  of  this  Juice , 
is  recruited  by  Time. 


((’}  Gcnerazionc  degli  Jnf*tu»  p.  51. 
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*T is  very  Remarkable  concerning  this 
Ittfeft)  what  an  ingenious  Gentleman  who 
lived  feveral  Years  in  Barb  ary  told  me  he 
had  many  times  tried ;  that  if  it  be  fur- 
rounded  with  a  Circle  of  Burning  Coals,  it 
does  upon  the  Senfe  of  the  Heat ,  turn  it  felt 
violently  every  way  to  make  an  Efcape  *,  but 
finding  it  impoflible,  and  the  Pain  from  the 
Fire  increafing,  it  {trikes  it  felf  twice  or 
thrice  with  the  Sting  on  the  Back ,  and  im¬ 
mediately  Dies  of  the  Wounds* 

Others  may  make  what  Refledions 
they  pleafe  on  this  Self  Murder,  it  is  to 
me  beyond  all  Difpute  fufficient  to  decide 
the  Controverfy  between  Writers,  whether 
Poifonous  Animals  of  the  fame  Species 
can  kill  each  other.  Which  is  not  only 
confirmed  by  what  we  before  obferved  of 
the  Spider ,  but  is  likewife  true  of  Vipers  ; 
for  Dr.  Hermen  bringing  from  the  Indies 
three  of  the  Cobras  de  Capelo  all  in  oneGlafs^ 
two  of  them  were  killed  in  the  Voyage  by 
Fighting. 

As  the  V Iperine  Venom  is  the  Quint  ejfence 
fend  mod  adive  Part  of  thofe  Animal  Juices 
with  which  the  Viper  is  nourifhed,  fo  is 
alio  that  of  the  Scorpion ;  for  this  Infed 
lives  chiefly  upon  Locujls ,  &c.  And  the 
fame  Perfon  from  Barbary  inform’d  n^e, 

E  3  That 
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That  feeing  oftentimes  Locufls  flicking  up  i t} 
the  Ground  as  if  they  were  Set  there, 
by  looking  he  found  that  fome  Part  of  them 
was  always  eat  away,  and  that  thefe  Places 
were  the  Holes  of  Scorpions  who  had  dragg’d 
their  Prey  thither,  and  fed  on  it  as  they  had 
Occafion. 

In  like  Manner,  as  the  Axungia  Viperina 
Cures  the  Bite  of  the  Viper,  fo  alfo  the 
Oleum  Scorpiomnn ,  or  Oil  in  which  Scor¬ 
pions  have  been  infufed,  is  aprefent  Remedy 
for  the  Sting  of  this  Creature. 


T  he  Mechanifm  of  the  Sting  of  a  Bee 
Dr.  Hooke  has  very  accurately  (i)  deferibed. 
One  may  with  the  naked  Eye  fometimes  fee 
it  difeharge  the  Venom  \  and  in  T/a/r,  by  the 
help  of  a  Glafs ,  I  can  eafily  difeover  a  great 
Number  of  Minute  Salts  Floating. 

And  indeed  this  Apparatus  or  Contrivance 
is  fo  Univerfal,  that  we  find  even  in  Vegeta¬ 
bles  fomething  Analogous  hereunto  ;  for  the 
laft  mentioned  Author  (k)  has  fhewn  us, 
That  the  pricking  Points  of  Nettles  do  at 
the  fame  Time  they  peirce  the  Skin,  inflil  a 
venomous  Juice  into  the  Wound. 


(?)  Micrograph.  Obferv.  34. 
[k)  Ibid.  Obi.  25. 
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OF  THE 

BITE 

OF  THE 

TARANTULA 

AND 

MAD  DOG. 

I  Join  thefe  Two  Poifons  together,  becaufe 
tho’  they  differ  very  much  in  their  Ef* 
feds,  yet  both  do  agree  in  this,  that  they 
induce  a  particular  Delirium  fin  generis ,  at¬ 
tended  partly  with  Maniacal,  partly  with 
Melancholy  Symptoms. 

The  Tarantula,  of  which  the  Figure  may 
be  been  in  Baglivi’s  Differtation  (a),  is  a  Spi- 


[a)  De  Ta:antul, 
E  4 
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der  of  Apula  of  the  0 Monocular  Kind  ;  that 
is  of  that  Species  that  has  eight  Eyes  and 
fpins  Webbs  j  it  has  eight  Legs  ,  four 
on  each  Side,  and  in  each  Leg  three  Joints ; 
from  the  Mouth  proceed  two  Darts,  in 
Shape  juft  like  to  a  hooked  Forceps,  or  Crab’s 
Claws  ;  thefe  are  folid,  and  very  fharp,  fo 
that  they  can  eafily  pierce  the  Skin  ;  and  be¬ 
tween  thefe  and  the  Fore-Legs  there  are  two 
little  FJorns,  which  I  fuppoie  do  anfwej:  to 
thofe  Bodies,  called  from  their  Ufe  in  Flies* 
the  Feelers  ;  becaufe  as  they  do,  fo  this 
Creature  is  obferved  to  move  'em  very  brifk- 
ly  when  it  approaches  to  its  Prey. 

This,  as  other  Spiders  do,  propogates its 
Species  by  laying  of  Eggs,  which  are  very 
numerous  ;  fo  that  there  are  found  fqme- 
times  in  the  Female,  when  differed,  a  hun¬ 
dred  or  more  •,  and  thefe  are  hatched  partly 
by  the  Heat  of  the  Mother,  and  partly  by 
that  of  the  Sun,  in  about  twenty  or  thirty 
Days  Time. 

There  is  alfo  a  Spider  of  the  like  Na¬ 
ture  with  the  Far  an  till  a  in  the  Weft  Indies , 
which  Fr.  Hernandez  (b)  defcribes  by  the 
Name  of  Hoitztocatl ,  or  the  Pricking  Spider  * 
and  fays,  that  its  Bite  induces  Madneft. 


fhj  Hiflor;  Animal.  >’o  ;•  jLIifpn.  Traci.  4.  c.  5 


I: Sf 


i  '  1 

The  Tarantula.  $  7 

In  the  Summer  Months,  elpccially  when 
the  Heats  are  greated,  as  in  the  Dog-Days, 
the  T 'arantula  creeping  among  the  Corn  in 
the  Fields,  bites  the  Mowers  and  Paffiengers ; 
in  the  Winter  it  lurks  in  Holes,  and  fcarce- 
ly  is  feen  ;  and  if  it  does  Bite  then,  it  is 
not  Venomous,  neither  does  it  induce  any  ill 
Symptoms. 

But  in  the  Hot  Weather,  altho’  the 
Pain  of  its  Bite  is  at  firft  no  greater  than 
what  is  caufed  by  the  Sting  of  a  Bee,  yet 
the  Part  quickly  after  it  is  difcoloured  with 
a  Livid,  Black,  or  Yellowifh  Circle,  and 
raifed  to  an  inflam’d  Swelling  ;  the  Patient 
within  a  few  Hours  is  feized  with  a  violent 
Sicknefs,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  uni  fal 
Faintnefs,  and  fometimes  Trembling  *  ,  ;h 
a  Weaknefs  of  the  Head,  being  afked  what 
the  Ail  is,  makes  no  Reply,  or  with  a 
Querulous  Voice,  and  Melancholy  Look, 
points  to  his  Bread,  as  if  the  Heart  was 
mod  affedted. 

During  this  mournful  Scene  all  the 
ufual  Alexipharmick  and  Cordial  Medicines 
are  of  no  Service  •,  for  notwithdanding  their 
repeated  Ufe,  the  Patient  growing  by  De¬ 
grees  more  Melancholy,  Stupid,  and  drange- 
ly  Timorous,  in  a  ffiortTime  expires,  un~ 

lefs  Mv.fick  be  called  to  his  Affiflance,  which 

alone 
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alone,  without  the  help  of  a  Medicine,  per, 
forms  the  Cure. 

For  at  the  firfl:  found  of  the  Mufical 
Jnjirument ,  altho’  the  Sick  lie,  as  it  were, 
in  an  Apoplediick  Fit,  they  begin  by  De¬ 
grees  to  move  their  Hands  and  Feet,  till 
at  laffc  they  get  up,  and  fall  to  Dancing 
with  wonderful  Vigour,  at  firfl  for  Three 
or  Four  Hours,  then  they  are  put  to  Bed, 
reffe-fiied  from  their  Sweating  for  a  fhort 
time,  and  repeat  the  Exercife  with  the 
fame  Vehemence,  perceiving  no  Weari- 
nefs  or  Weaknefs  from  it,  but  profeffing 
they  grow  flronger  and  nimbler  the  more 
they  Dance. 

At  this  Sport  they  ufually  fpend  Twelve 
Hours  a  Day,  and  it  continues  Three  or 
Four  Days  *,  by  which  time  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  freed  from  all  their  Symptoms,  which 
do  neverthelefs  Attack  ’em  again  about  the 
fame  time  the  next  Year  *,  and  if  they  do 
not  take  Care  to  prevent  this  Relapfe  by 
Mufick,  they  fall  into  a  Jaundice,  want  of 
Appetite,  universal  Weaknefs,  and  fuch 
like  Diitafes  ;  which  are  every  Year  in- 
creafed,  if  Dancing  be  negleffed,  till  at  laft 
they  prove  incurable. 

As  Mufick  is  the  Common  Cure,  fo  they 
who  are  bitten  are  pleas’d  fome  with  one 

fort 
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Ibrt  of  it,  fome  with  another ;  one  is  raifed 
with  a  Pipe,  another  with  a  Tymbrel;  one 
with  a  Harp,  another  with  a  Fiddle  ;  fo 
that  the  Muficians  make  fometimes  feveral 
E flays  before  they  can  accommodate  their 
Art  to  the  Venom  ;  but  this  is  conftant  and 
certain,  notwithflanding  this  Variety,  that 
they  all  require  the  quickeft  and  briflceft 
Tunes,  and  are  never  moved  by  a  flow, 
dull  Harmony , 

While  the  Tarantatiy  or  Affefted,  are 
Dancing,  they  lofe  in  a  manner  the  Ufe 
of  all  their  Senfes,  like  fo  many  Drunkards, 
do  many  Ridiculous  and  Foolifh  Tricks, 
Talk  and  Aft  Obfcenely  and  Rudely, 
take  great  Pleafure  in  Playing  with  Vine- 
Leaves,  with  Naked  Swords,  Red  Cloths, 
and  the  like;  and  on  the  other  Hand  can’t 

y  ,  ')  , 

bear  the  fight  of  any  thing  Black;  fo  that 
if  any  By-ftander  happen  to  appear  in  that 
Colour ,  he  muff  immediately  withdraw, 
otherwife  they  relapfe  into  their  Symptoms 
with  as  much  Violence  as  ever. 

It  may  afford  fome  light  towards  Um 
derftanding  the  Nature  of  this  Poilbn,  to 
obferve  that  Apulia  is  the  hotteft  part  of  all 
Italy ,  lying  Eaftward,  and  having  all  the 
Summer  long  but  very  little  Rain  to  temper 
the  H  eats,  fg  that  the  Inhabitants*  as  one 

of 
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of  that  Country  obferves  ( c ),  do  Breathe 
an  Air,  as  it  were,  out  of  a  Fiery  Furnace  > 
hence  their  Temperament  is  dry,  and  adufb 
as  appears  by  their  being  generally  Lean, 
Paffionate,  Impatient,  ready  to  A&ion, 
Quick-witted,  very  fubjedt  to  Inflamatory 
Difbempers,  Phrenfies,  Melancholy,  and 
the  like,  upon  which  account  there  are  more 
Mad.  People  in  this,  than  in  all  the  other 
Parts  of  Italy  ;  nay,  what  in  other  Countries 
is  but  a  light  Melancholy,  arifes  here  to  a 
great  height ;  for  Women  in  a  Chlorofis  do 
fuffer  almoft  the  fame  Symptoms  as  Pen- 
Ions  Poifoned  by  the  Tarantula  do,  and  aro 
Cured  the  fame  way  *,  and  in  like  manner 
the  Venom  of  the  Scorpion  does  here  in 
Effects  and  Cure  agree  very  much  with 
that  of  this  Spider. 

From  all  this  Hiftory  it  fufficiently  ap¬ 
pears,  that  thofe  who  are  bitten  by  a  Tar  an- 
tula ,  do  thereupon  become  Delirous ,  and 
that  in  order  to  account  for  their  furprizing 
Symptoms,  the  Nature  of  a  Delirium , 
from  which  many  of  them  proceed,  ought 
to  be  underflood. 

Such  is  the  Conflitution  of  the  Humans 
(Economy ,  that  as  upon  the  ImprefTion  of 
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outward  Objects  made  upon  the  Organs ,  and 
by  the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves  conveyed  to  the 
Common  Senfory ,  different  Species  are  excited 
th6re,  and  reprefented  to  the  Mind,  fo  like- 
wife  upon  this  Reprefen  tation,  at  the  Com¬ 
mand  and  Pleafure  of  the  Soul,  part  of  the 
fame  Fluid  is  determin’d  into  the  Mufcles, 
and  mining  with  the  Arterial  Blood  there, 
performs  all  the  Variety  of  voluntary  Mo¬ 
tions  and  Adtions. 

This  Order  has  been  always  fo  con- 
ftant  in  Us,  that  at  Length  by  a  Kind  of 
natural  Habitude  ,  without  the  Interven¬ 
tion  of  the  reafoning  Faculty,  Reprefenta- 
tions  made  to  the  Mind  do  immediately 
and  neceffarily  produce  fuitable  Motions  in 
the  Bodily  Organs.  When  therefore  thefe 
Reprefentations  are  irregular,  the  Adiions 
confequently  to  them  muft  neceffarily  be 
fo  too. 

This  being  premifed,  it  may  perhaps? 
be  probably  laid,  that  a  Delirium  is  the 
Reprefentation  and  Various  Compofition 
of  feveral  Species  to  the  Mind,  without  any 
Order  or  Coherence  ;  together,  at  lea  ft 
moft  commonly,  with  irregular,  or,  a> 
it  were,  undefigned  Motion  of  the  Body  > 
that  is,  fuch  a  wandering  and  irregular 

Motion  of  the  Nervous  Fluid,  whereby 
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fevera!  Objedts  are  reprefented  to  the  Mind*’ 
and  upon  this  Reprefentation  divers  Ope¬ 
rations  performed  by  the  Body,  tho’  thofe 
Objedls  are  not  Imprefled  upon  the  Organs, 
nor  thofe  Operations  or  Motions  deliberate¬ 
ly  Commanded  by  the  Soul. 

The  Mind  indeed  is  the  firft  Principle 
of  all  Mufcular  Motion  ;  but  in  fuch  Cafes 
as  thefe,  its  Promptitude  to  Adlion  or  Ha¬ 
bit  being  fo  great,  it  is  in  a  manner  fur- 
pris’d,  and  cannot  recover  itfelf  after  the 
Spirits  are  vvith  violent  force  determined 
purfuant  to  the  Reprefentations  of  the 
Species.  For,  as  in  the  former  State  of 
Things  a  Man  is  faid  to  Adi  Rationally, 
fo  this  latter  Cafe  is  call’d  a  Perturbation  of 
jMind,  that  is,  a  Delirium  \  tho’  it  is  very 
manifefl,  that  in  reality  the  Defect  is  not 
in  the  Ration  ah  but  Corporeal  Part  *,  fuch 
Species  being  really  prefented  to  the  Mind* 
upon  which,  by  the  Order  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  fuch  Motions  ought  to  follow  in 
the  Body. 

Thus,  for  Inftance,  if  the  Liquor  of  the 
Nerves  is,  without  the  Prefence  of  any 
thing  hurtful,  put  into  a  Motion  like  un¬ 
to  that  which  a  painful  Imprcffion  makes 
in  it,  the  fame  Bodily  Adlions  mufb  infue 
as  proceed  from  Fear,  Anger,  or  the  like 

Paflion, 
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Paffion,  determining  the  Spirits  towards 
the  Mufcular  Parts ;  and  a  By-Stander, 
who  fees  no  reafon  for  fuch  a  Reprefenta- 
tion  made  to  the  Mind,  will  prefently  con¬ 
clude  that  the  Perfon  thus  adting  acts 
without  or  befide  his  Reafon,  that  is,  is 
Delirous ;  efpecially  if  the  Hurry  and  Con- 
fufion  of  the  Spirits  be  fuch,  that  not  only 
one,  but  feveral  different  Species  be  at  the 
fame  time  prefented  to  the  Mind  *,  for  a 
Man  in  this  Cafe  may  aft  the  Part  of  one 
Joyful,  Angry,  Timorous,  or  the  like. 
Without  any  appearing  Reafon,  and  all  this 
almoft  in  the  fame  Moment  of  Time. 

In  one  Word,  Deliria  are  the  Dreams 
of  thofe  who  are  Awake ;  and  as  thefe  in 
Us  Sleeping  are  infinitely  various  and  won¬ 
derfully  Compounded,  and  all  from  the 
fame  common  Canfe,  diverfely  prefling  the 
Orifices  of  the  Nerves,  and  thus  making 
different  Repercujions  of  their  Fluid  *,  and 
as  we  all  know  that  this  Confufion  making 
the  Reprefentation  of  feveral  Species  to  the 
Mind,  there  do  hereupon  follow,  tho’  the 
Body  feem  now  at  Reft  and  in  perfedt  Re- 
pofe,  fuch  Motions  in  the  Organs  as  are 
tifually  the  Fffedt  of  the  Arbitrary  Determi¬ 
nation  of  the  Spirits  thither*,  fo  we  are  now 
to  enquire  what  Alteration  of- the  Body  made 
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by  this  Venom,  can  be  the  Occafiomof  this 
Difbrder  and  Tumult  in  the  Nervous  Fluid, 
which  excites  in  the  Party  infedted  fuch  Sur¬ 
prizing,  and  almoft  Contradictory  Repre- 
fentations. 

.  Most  of  the  Symptoms  of  thofe  who 
are  bitten  by  the  Tarantula  are  at  the  Firft, 

s  *  ♦  ,  ,  r  1 

that  is  before  they  rife  to  a  Delirium  plainly 
the  fame  with  thofe  which  the  Bite  of  a 
Viper  induces ;  without  doubt  therefore,  as 

we  have  before  obferved  of  the  common 

*  <  *  * 

Spider,  that  it  pierces  the  Flefh  with  its 
hooked  Forceps ,  and  at  the  fame  time  Inftifc 
from  the  Probofcis  in  the  Mouth  a  Liquid 
Venom  into  the  Wound  ;  fo  the  like  Claws 
in  This ,  of  which  I  have  taken  the  Figure 
out  (a)  of  P.  Bonanni9  very  much  mag¬ 
nified  (b)9  do  ferve  to  make  way  for  an 
adlive  and  penetrating  Juice  emitted  from 
the  fame  part. 

Of  the  Nature  of  which  we  may  proba¬ 
bly  conjedture,  that  it  is,  when  mix’d  with 
the  Blood,  being  exalted  by  the  Heat  of  the 
Climate,  of  fo  great  Force  and  Energy,  that 
it  immediately  raifes  an  extraordinary  Fer¬ 
mentation  in  the  whole  Arterial  Fluid,  by 
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which  its  Texture  and  Crafts  is  very  confide- 
rably  altered  ♦,  the  Confequent  of  which  Al¬ 
teration,  when  the  Ebullition  is  over,  muft 
necefTarily  be  a  Change  in  the  Cohcsfion  of  its 
Parts,  by  which  the  Globules ,  which  did  be- 
fore  with  equal  Force  prefs  other,  have  now 
a  very  different  and  irregular  Niftus  or  Ac¬ 
tion,  fo  that  fome  of  ’em  do  fo  firmly  Co¬ 
here  together*  as  to  Compofe  Molecules ,  or 
fmall  Clufters*,  upon  which  Account  there 
being  now  a  greater  number  of  Globules  con¬ 
tained  in  the  fame  Space  than  before,  and 
befides,  the  Impulfe  of  many  of  thefte  when 
united  together  differing  according  to  the 
Conditions  of  their  Cohczjion ,  as  to  Magni¬ 
tude,  Figure,  ftSc,  not  only  will  the  Im¬ 
petus,  with  which  this  Fluid  is  drove  to¬ 
wards  the  Parts,  be  at  fome  Strokes  at  lead: 
greater  than  ordinary,  but  the  Preffure  up¬ 
on  the  Blood  Veffels  muft  be  very  unequal 
and  irregular  *,  and  this  more  efpecially  will 
be  felt  in  them  which  are  molt  eafily  defen¬ 
ded  *,  fuch  are  thofe  of  the  Brain,  &c.  And 
hereupon  the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  b$  put  into  various  Undulalory  Mo¬ 
tions,  fome  of  which  will  be  like  unto  thofe 
which  different  Objects  acting  upon  the  Or¬ 
gans  or  Pajftons  of  the  Mind,  do  naturally 
excite  in  ft,  whereupon  fuch  Actions  muft 
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follow  in  the  Body,  as  are  ufually  the  Con- 
fequents  of  the  feveral  Species  of  Sadnefs, 
Joy,  Defpair,  or  the  like  Determinations  of 
the  Thoughts ;  and  we  .fhall  readily  pro¬ 
nounce  one  in  this  Condition,  Sad ,  Joyful , 
T imorous,  &c.  and  all  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  Reafon  or  Caufe  *,  that  is  in  one  Word, 
we  fhall  fay  he  is  Delirous . 

Th  is  is  in  fame  Degree  a  Coagulation  of  the 
Blood,  which  will  the  more  certainly,  when 
attended  with  an  extraordinary  Heat,  as  in 
the  prefent  Cafe,  produce  fuch  like  Effedls 
as  thefe,  bccaufe  the  Spirits  feparated  from 
the  Blood  thus  inflamed,  and  compounded  of 
Hard,  Fixt,  and  dry  Particles,  muft  una¬ 
voidably  fhare  in  this  Alteration  *,  that  is, 
whereas  their  Fluid  confifts  of  two  Parts, 
One  more  adlive  and  Volatile,  the  Other 
more  Vifcid  and  Glutinous,  which  is  a  kind 
of  Vehicle  to  the  former  *,  their  A  Stive  part 
will  bear  too  great  a  Proportion  to  the  Vifcid  ; 
and  thus  they  muft  neceffarily  be  of  more 
than  ordinary  Volatility  and  Force,  and  will 
therefore,  upon  the  lead  Occafon  imagina¬ 
ble,  be  irregularly  determined  to  every  part; 
and  hereupon  will  follow  Tremblings  of  the 
Body,  Anger,  or  Fear  upon  a  light  or  no 
Caufe,  extream  Pleafure  at  what  is  but  a 
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^Trivial  Entertainment,  as  Red,  Green  Co¬ 
lours,  or  the  like  *,  and  on  the  other  Hand, 
wonderful  Sadnefs  at  any  thing  net  agreeable 
to  the  Eyes,  as  Dark  and  Black  Things ; 
nay  Ridiculous  Laughter,  Obfcene  Talk 
and  A<5hons,  and  fuch  like  Symptoms  ;  be- 
caufe  in  this  Conftitution  of  the  Nervous 
Fluid,  the  moft  light  Occafion  will  make  as 
real  a  Reflux  and  Undulation  of  it  to  the 
Brain  ;  that  is,  will  prefent  as  lively  and 
vivid  Species  there,  as  the  ilrongeft  Caufe  and 
ImprefTion  can  produce  in  its  natural  State 
and  Condition  ;  nay,  in  fuch  a  Confufion, 
the  Spirits  cannot  but  fometimes,  with¬ 
out  any  manifeft  Caufe  at  all,  be  hurried 
towards  thofe  Organs,  to  which  at  other 
Times  they  have  been  moft  frequently  deter¬ 
mined  *,  and  every  one  knows  which  they 
are  in  hot  Countries  and  Confutations. 

W  e  mu  ft  however  here  Remember  what 
in  the  former  Eflay  we  mentioned  of  the 
Fluid  of  the  Nerves*  being  immediately  al¬ 
tered  by  the  Venomous  Juice. 

It  will  perhaps  make  this  Theory  more 
than  probable,  to  confider  that  (a)  Baglivt 
in  the  Diilertation  of  a  Rabbit  kill'd  by  a 
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\ Tarantula ,  found  the  Blood  Vefiels  of  the 
Brain  very  turgid,  and  the  Subdance  of  the 
Brain  it  felf*  that  is,  the  Beginning  of  the 
Nerves,  lightly  inflamed,  and  with  livid 
Spots  here  and  there,  the  Lungs  and  other 
Vifcera  diftended,  with  concrete  glotted 
Blood,  and  large  Grumes  of  Blood  with 
Polypous  Branches  in  the  Heart,  a  large 
Quantity  of  Extravafated  Serum  upon  the 
Brain,  which  is  ( as  he  takes  notice )  moflly 
obferved  in  thofe  Subjedts  which  died  by  a 
Coagulation  of  the  Blood. 

Neither  is  it  amifs  to  remark,  that  in 
a  Chlorofis  there  is  nothing  preternatural  but 
an  infarEtus  of  the  Atteries,  and  hence  a  re¬ 
tarded  Circulation ,  from  an  Evacuation  fup- 
prefs’d  *,  and  in  this  Country,  too  much 
Heat  j  that  is,  a  beginning  Coagulation , 
together  with  an  Inflammatory  Difpofition. 

In  fhort,  Bellini  has  at  large  demon- 
lira  ted,  how  Lel-iria ,  as  well  Melancholic  as 
Maniacal ,  do  proceed  from  a  State  of  the 
Blood  and  Spirits,  not  unlike  to  that  I  have 
here  defer i bed.  * 

But  no  lefs  a  Confirmation  of  thefe  No¬ 
tions  may  we  haVe  from  the  Cure  *,  as  to 
which  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Tarantati 
have  no  Inclination  to  Dance  before  they 
hear  the  Mu  Tick  *,  for  being  afk’d  to  do  it, 

they 
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they  anfwer,  It  is  Impoffible,  they  have  no 
Strength. 

As  for  the  Reafon  therefore  of  their  flatt¬ 
ing  up  at  the  Hrft  Moife  of  the  Inftrument, 
we  muft  reflect  upon  what  we  have  juft  now 
been  faying  concerning  the  Caufe  of  the  Mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Body  in  a  Delirium  ;  and  confi- 
der  with  all,  that  Mufcular  Motion  is  no  other 
than  a  Contraction  of  the  Fibres  from  the 
Arterial  Fluid  making  an  Effervefcence  with 
the  Nervous  Juice,  which  by  the  light  Vi¬ 
bration  and  Tremor  of  the  Nerve  is  derived 
into  the  Mufcle. 

And  thus  we  have  a  Twofold  Effect  and 
Operation  of  Mufick,  that  is,  both  upon  the 
Mind  and  Body.  For  a  brifk  Harmony  ex¬ 
cites  lively  Species  of  Joy  and  Gladnefs ,  which 
are  always  accompanied  with  a  more  frequent 
and  ftronger  Pulfe,  or  an  Increafed  Influx  of 
the  Liquor  of  the  Nerves  into  the  Mufcles, 
upon  which  fuitable  Actions  muft  immediate¬ 
ly  follow ;  and  if  we  remember  what  we  be¬ 
fore  hinted,  that  People  in  this  Country  are 
Uprightly  and  ready  to  Exercife ;  and  that  in 
fuch  a  State  of  the  Fluids  as  vre  have  de- 
fcribed,  a  flight  Occafion  prefents  as  ftro/ig 
Species ,  as  a  greater  can  at  another  Time  ; 
the  Influence  of  Mufick  on  the  Mind,  will 
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appear  to  be  fo  much  the  more  powerful  and 
certain. 

As  for  the  Body ,  fince  it  is  fufficient  for 
the  purpofe  of  putting  the  Mufcles  into  Ac¬ 
tion,  to  caufe  thofe  Tremors  of  the  Nerves  by 
which  their  Fluid  is  alternately  dropt  into 
the  moving  Fibres  ;  it  is  all  one  whether  this 
be  done  by  the  determination  of  the  Will,  or 
the  outward  Impulfions  of  an  Elaftic  Fluid  ; 
fuch  is  the  Air  *,  and  that  Sounds  are  the  Vi¬ 
brations  of  It,  is  beyond  difpute. 

These  therefore  rightly  modulated  may 
fhake  the  Nerves  as  really  as  the  Imperium 
Voluntatis  can  do,  and  confecjuently  produce 
the  like  Effeds. 

That  This  is  fo,  befides  what  we  fhall 
add  anon,  we  may  be  convinced  by  a  Story 
which  Mr.  Boyle  (a)  relates  out  of  Scaliger , 
of  a  Knight  of  Gafcony  whom  the  found  of  a 
Bag-Pipe  would  unavoidably  force  to  make 
Watery  for  this  Secretion  we  know  is  regu¬ 
larly  the  Effed  of  an  Arbitrary  Contradion 
of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Bladder. 

The  obflinate  continuing  of  the  Tarantati 
in  this  Exercife,  is  doubtlefs  in  a  great  Mea- 
fare  owing  to  the  ftrong  Opinion  they  have  of 
receiving  Advantage  from  it,  being  encou- 
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raged  by  the  by^ftanders,  and  having  always 
believed,  and  been  told,  that  it  was  the  only 
Cure  in  thefe  Cafes. 

The  Benefit  from  Mufick  is  not  only  their 
Dancing  to  It,  and  fo  evacuating  by  Sweat  a 
great  Part  of  the  Inflammatory  Fluid  ;  but 
befides  this,  the  repeated  Percuffions  of  the 
Air  hereby  made,  by  immediate  Contact 
fhaking  the  Contraftile  Fibres  of  the  Mem- 
branes  of  the  Body,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
Ear,  which  being  contiguous  to  the  Brain,  do 
communicate  their  Tremblings  to  its  Mem¬ 
branes  and  VefTels ;  by  thefe  continued  Sue- 
cuflions  and  Vibrations,  the  Cohcefion  of  the 
Parts  of  the  Blood  is  perfectly  broken,  and 
its  Coagulation  prevented  ;  fo  that  the  Heat 
being  remov’d  by  Sweating,  and  the  Coagu¬ 
lation  by  the  Contraction  of  the  Mufcular 
Fribrillce ,  the  wounded  Pcrfon  is  reflored  to 
his  former  Condition,  » 

If  any  one  doubts  of  this  force  of  the  Air , 
let  him  conflder  that  it  is  in  Mechanicks  (b) 
Demonilrated,  that  the  fmalleft  Percuffion of 
the  fmalleft  Body,  can  overcome  the  refift- 
ance  of  any  great  weight  which  is  in  Reft  ; 
and  that  the  Languid  Tremor  of  the  Air, 
which  is  made  by  the  Sound  of  a  Drum  or 

-.*■  " 1  .  ,  — -i -  -  -  -  -  .  - . .  -Til 

{b)  Boellr  De  Vi  PerciiflToh."  Psop.  fio  afi'd  it  1. 
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Trumpet,  may  /hake  the  vafteft  and  ftrong- 
eft  Edifices. 

But  befides  all  this.  We  muft  allow  a 
great  deal  to  the  determinate  Force ,  and  par¬ 
ticular  Modulation ,  of  thefe  trembling  Per- 
cuffions  *,  for  contradfile  Bodies  may  be  adled 
upon  by  one  certain  Degree  of  Motion  in  the 
ambient  Fluid,  tho’  a*  greater  Degree  of  it 
differently  qualified  may  produce  nothing  at 
all  of  the  like  Effeft  ;  this  is  not  only  very 
apparent  in  the  common  Experiment  of  Two- 
String' d  Mufical  Inflruroents  tuned  both  to 
the  fame  Heighth,  the  Strings  of  the  one  be¬ 
ing  {truck  upon,  thofe  of  the  other  will 
found,  and  yet  a  much  greater  Motion  of  the 
Air  may  not  Caufe  any  fenfible  Vibration  at 
ail  in  the  Erne  Chords  *,  but  alfo  by  the  T'tick 
which  many  have  of  finding  the  Tone  or 
'Note, peculiarly  belonging  to  any  Wine  Glafs> 
and  by  accomodating  their  Voice  exa&ly  to 
that  Tone,  and  yet  making  it  loud  and  laft- 
ing,  they  will  make  the  Veffel,  tho5  not 
touch’d,  firft  to  Tremble,  and  then  Burft, 
which  it  will  not  do  if  their  Voice  be  but  a 
little  either  too  low  or  too  high. 

This  laft  Confideration  makes  it  no  very 
difficult  matter  to  conceive  the  reafon,why  dif¬ 
ferent  Perfons,  infected  with  this  Venom,  do 
require  oftentimes  a  different  Sort  of  Mufick 


The  Tarantula.  y  3 

in  order  to  their  Cure,  in  as  much  as  their 
Nerves  and  Diftr affile  Membranes  have  dif¬ 
ferent  Tenfions ,  and  confequently  are  not  in 
like  manner  to  be  adted  upon  by  the  fame 
Vibrations. 

Nor  are  We  to  wonder  at  the  Oddnefs  of 
thisMethod  and  Practice  ;  for  Mufick,  altho* 
It  be  Now-a-days  applied  to  quite  different 
Purpofes,  was  antiently  made  great  Ufe  of 
for  the  removing  of  many,  and  thofe  too 
fome  of  the  moil  difficult  and  obffinate  Dif- 
eafes. 

For  this  we  have  a  Famous  Teftimony  in 
Galen  himfelf,  (. a )  who  tells  us,  that  Mfcu- 
lapius  ufcd  to  recover  Thofe  in  whom  violent 
Motions  of  the  Mind  had  induced  a  hot  Tempe¬ 
rament  of  Body  by  Melody  and  Songs .  Pindar  (b ) 
mentions  the  fame  thing  ;  and  indeed  from 
hence  not  only  the  Notion,  but  the  very 
Name  of  Charming  (c)  feems  to  have  taken 
its  Origine.  Athenceus  (d)  relates  that  Theo- 
phraftus  in  his  Book  of  Enthufiafm  fays,  Jf 
chiadick  Pains  are  Cured  by  the  Phrygian 


(a)  De  fanitatc  Tuenda,  lib.  1 .  c.  3. 

(b)  Pytliior.  Od.  3.  p<t\ctx,a,T  tiraoto'su?.  Vid.  ibid„ 
Scholia. 

(f)  A  Carmine. 

(//)  Deipnofoph.  /.  14,  p.m,  624- 
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Harmony .  This  fort  of  Mufick  was  upon  a 
Pipe,  and  the  moft  vehement  arid  brisk  of  atf 
the  Antients  knew  fo  that  indeed  it  was  faid 
to  raife  thofe  who  heard  it  to  downright  Fu¬ 
ry  and  Madnefs  (e)  :  And  fuch  we  have 
obferved  to  be  required  to  the  Venom  of  the 
tarantula.  ,  • 

But  what  is  befides  in  this  laft  Authority 
very  obfervable  to  our  Purpofe,  is  the  man¬ 
ner  of  ufing  this  Remedy,  and  that  was  (/) 
by  Playing  upon  the  Part  affected,  which  con  ¬ 
firms  what  we  have  juft  now  advanced  con¬ 
cerning  the  Effect  of  the  Percuffion  of  the 
Air  upon  the  Contractile  Fibres  of  the  Brain  ; 
for  Piping  upon  any  Member  of  the  Body, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  do  Service  any  other 
way  than  by  fuch  Succuflions  and  Modulated 
Vibrations  as  we  before  mentioned.  And 
this  indeed  Callus  Aurelianus  (g)  agrees  to, 
who  calls  this  Praftice,  Decantare  Loco,  do- 
lentia  and  fays,  that  the  Pain  is  mitigated 
and  difeufs’d  by  the  Tremblings  and  Palpita¬ 
tions  of  the  Part . 


(d  Vid.  Bartholin,  de  Tibiis  Veter.  L  i.  c.  9. 

( J  )  u  KetJeLU?Ja:oj']it  aorrd  T*  tppvyi;}  etc poi'iet. 
(i)  Moib.  Chronic. /.  5.  c.  1.  Quae  eum  fahum  lume- 
rrei;  palpi tando  difeuffo  doloremitefcerent. 
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Aldus  Gellius  (a)  not  only  relates  this  fame 
Cure  of  Ifchiadick  Ails  as  a  thing  notorious 
enough,  but  adds  befides  out  of  Theophraftm^ 
that  the  Mufick  of  a  Pipe  rightly  managed 
healed  the  Bites  of  Vipers . 

And  not  only  does  Apollonius  (b)  mention 
the  Cure  of  Diftradtions  of  the  Mind,  Epi- 
lepfies,  and  feveral  other  Diflempers  this  fame 
way,  but  Democritus  ( c )  in  his  Treatife  of 
Plagues,  taught,  that  the  Mufick  of  Pipes 
rasas  the  Medicine  for  moft  Difafes  *,  which 
Thales  of  Crete  confirm’d  by  his  Pra&ice, 
when  fent  for  by  the  Lacedemonians  to  re¬ 
move  from  them  the  Peflilence ;  he  did  it 
by  the  help  of  Mufick  ( d). 

All  which  Inftances  do  evince  this  Re- 
medy  to  have  been  very  antient  in  many 
Cafes ;  and  indeed  as  Coelius  Aurelianus  ( e ) 
takes  notice,  that  the  firil  Ufe  of  it  was  af- 
crib’d  to  Pythagoras  himfelt,  fo  He  having 
fettled  and  founded  his  Sed  in  thofe  very 
Parts  of  Italy  which  are  the  Country  of  the 
Tarantulae,  going  then  under  the  Name  of 

— ■  .  ■  ■  -  .  1  i.-—,—.,  .,ntrrv 

(a)  Nod.  Atticar.  /.  4.  c.  13. 

<  ( b)  Hiitor.  Mirabil. 

(c)  Apud  Aul.  Gcll.  loc.  cleat,  Plarimis^ioininum  Mor- 
bis  Medicinam  fuiffc  Incentiones  Tibiaivm. 

(d)  Plutarc.  dcMubca- 

\e J  Loc.  ante  cit. 
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Gracia  magna ,  now  Calabria  ;  it  is  not,  I 
think,  at  all  improbable  that  he  may  have 
been  the  Author  and  Inventor  of  this  Pra&ice 
there,  which  has  continued  ever  fince.  Efpe- 
cially  fince  Jamblicus  affirms  (g)y  not  only 
that  he  made  ufe  of  Mufick  in  Phyfick,  but 
particularly  that  he  found  out  and  contrived 
fome  Harmonies  to  eafe  the  Paffions  of  the 
Mind,  and  others  for  the  Cure  of  Bites  :  But 
of  Mufick  enough. 

To  conclude  with  this  Poyfon,  we  may 
take  notice  that,  as  to  the  Return  of  the 
Symptoms  the  next  Year,  That  is  owing  to 
the  fame  exceffive  Heat  in  thole  Months, 
ading  again  upon  the  fmall  remains  of  the 
Venomous  Ferment  *,  thus  Bartholin  (h )  re¬ 
lates  a  Story  of  a  Melancholy  Phyfician  at 
Venice ,  who  fuffered  the  Attacks  of  his  Dif- 
eafeonly  during  the  Dog-days,  which  yearly 
ended  and  return'd  with  them.  A  convin¬ 
cing  proof  Iigw  great  a  ffiare  Heat  has  in  all 
tjide  Cafes. 


{g)  Dc  Vit.  Pvthagqr.  c&p.  25.  7rp'; 

Il/iKTCtltX,  vkyjA- 

(/■'}  Hiftor.  A -'3 tom.  Qcrti,  2:  H.  z\ 

Of 
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MORE  difficult  and  terrifying  are  the 
Symptoms  from  the  Bite  of  a  Mad 
Dog,  whofe  Venom  has  this  alfo  furprizing 
in  it,  that  the  bad  Effe&s  do  not  appear  of¬ 
tentimes  till  the  Caufe  of  ’em  is  forgot  *,  for 
the  Wound  is  as  eafily  cured  as  a  Common 
Bite  is  ;  but  neverthelefs  a  Confiderable  time 
after,  a  melancholyTragedy  fucceeds,  fome- 
times  fooner,  fometimes  later  ;  for  there  are 
Inftances  of  its  being  deferr’d  to  two,  (k) 
Six  Months,  nay,  a  Year,  and  longer,  tho* 
the  attack  is  generally  within  Forty  Days  af¬ 
ter  the  Wound  *,  about  that  time,  the  Patient 
complains  of  Running  Pains  all  over  his 
Body,  efpecially  near  the  Part  wounded,  like 
unto  thole  in  a  Rheumatifm,  grows  penfive 
and  fad,  prone  to  Anger  upon  little  or  no 
Occafion,  with  an  intermitting  Pulfe,  Trem¬ 
blings  and  Contra&ions  of  the  Nerves,  with 
a  great  inward  Heat  and  Third:  ;  and  yet  in 
a  few  Days  (when  the  Difeafe  is  come  to  its 


height  If' 
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heighth)  a  Dread  and  Fear  of  Water,  and  any 
Liquor  whatfoever  ;  fo  that  at  the  very 
fight  of  it  he  falls  into  difmal  Convulfions 
and  Agonies,  and  cannot  drink  the  leak 
drop  ;  and  this  Hydrophobia ,  or  Aqua 
! Timor ,  has  been  always  accounted  the  iureft 
Sign  and  Mark  of  this  Poifon*  as  diftin- 
guifhing  it  from  all  others. 

The  Antients  have  at  large  defcribed 
thefe  Symptoms,  as  Galen ,  Diofcorides , 
Aetius ,  JE gin  eta ,  but  moft  particularly  of 
all,  Coclius  Aurelianus  (a)  ;  and  later  Writers 
have  given  us  feveral  Inftances  of  the  Hy¬ 
drophobia  •,  Two  Hiftories  oflt  publifhed, 
the  one  by  Dr.  Lifler  (&),  the  other  by  Dr; 
Howma-n  (c),  I  fhall  more  efpecially  take 
Notice  of,  and  refer  to,  as  containing  the 
moft  exadl  and  large  account  of  any  I  have 
met  with  *,  he  that  defires  more  may  confult 
the  feveral  Authors  cited  by  that  diligent 
Obferver,  Stalpart  'van  der  Wiel  (d). 

That  this  Difeafe  is  accompany 'd  with 
a  . ’Delirium ,  is  almoft  the  common  Opinion 
both  of  Antients  and  Moderns  i  Damo- 


( a)  De  Morb.  Acnr.  lib.  3. 

(b)  Fxercitat.  de  Hydrophob. 

(f)  Vhihfcph .  Travfafi.  No.  169, 

(7)  Obl'erv.  Rarior.  (demur.  2,  ob  .  100: 

(t)  \  id.  Galen  dcTheriac.  ad  Pifon,  /.  1.  cap.  16. 

crates 
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crates  called  it  the  barking  Phrenfy  (/*),  but 
1  Dr.  Lifter  agrees  in  this  Point  with  Petrus 
Salius  Diverfus  (g)  and  will  not  allow  a  De¬ 
lirium  to  be  the  necelTary  confequent  of  this 
Venom  ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  Time  he  tells 
us,  that  his  Patient  barked  like  a  Dog,  and 
bit  at  the  By-ftanders  *,  and  that  he  threw  in- 
to  his  Mouth  what  was  given  him  more  hafti- 
ly  and  fuddenly  than  it  is  natural  or  cuflo- 
mary  for  Men  to  do. 

From  fuch  Actions  as  thefe,  together 
with  thofe  mentioned  before  in  relating  the 
Symptoms,  it  is  obvious  enough  to  conclude, 
that  Perfons  thus  affedted  are  in  a  proper 
Sence  Delirous.  Tho’  at  the  fame  Time  I 
do  think  that  the  'Hydrophobia  it  felf  ( what¬ 
ever  is  commonly  believed)  does  not  at  all 
proceed  from  this  Delirium ,  as  will  by  and 
by  appear. 

I  know  indeed  that  the  main  and  plaufible 
Objection  againfb  a  Delirium  is  this,  that  the 
Patient  himfelf  does  Reafon  againfl  his  Ti- 
moroufnefs,  tho*  he  cannot  overcome  it, 
forewarn  the  Standers-by  of  his  Outrageous,. 


(  f)  TlufAKO’Trdv  i7ra,-/lty.dy  apvd  Galen,  de  AntidoC. 
lib.  2.  cap.  15. 

(g-)  Dc  Hy drop-hob. 


So  *rhe  Mad  Dog. 

Fits,  defires  them  to  take  Care  of  themfelves, 
and  the  like.  Which  from  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  faid  concerning  a  Delirium,  appears  to 
be  Very  confident  with  it,  nay,  convinces 
that  there  is  the  greated  Degree  of  it  in  this 
Cafe  ;  in  as  much  as  that  is  not  a  Didemper 
of  the  Mind  but  of  the  Body.  And  to  thrs 
purpofe  I  remember  to  have  feen  my  felf  an 
Indance  of  one  in  a  Fever,  who  foretold 
fome  time  before  any  Signs  of  a  Delirium 
was  difcovered,  how  raving  and  unruly  He 
fhould  be,  and  made  good  his  Prognoftick 
to  that  Degree,  that  it  was  very  hard  Work 
to  Tame  and  Mader  him  ;  tho’,  as  he  told 
me  afterwards,  he  reafon’d  as  much  as  he 
could  againft  that  groundlefs  Jealoufy  of  his 
Friends  defigning  to  Murder  him,  which  put 
him  upon  his  Mad  Actions,  but  was  not 
able  to  Conquer  the  prevailing  Species  of  Fear 
and  Anger. 

This  Delirium  therefore,  as  Callus  Aure- 
Uanus(g)  fays,  Proceeds  intirely  from  an  In - 
difpofition  of  the  Body ,  which  is  without  all 
doubt  owing  to  the  Alteration  made  in  the 
Blood  by  the-  Saliva  of  the  Mad  Dog ,  in- 

dilled  into  die  Wound  in  Aided  by  the  Bite. 

✓ 

• _  ®  \  .  i  *, ' 

(?)  Loc  r'tat-  Tota  or.irnr  ex  corporis  rpfius  mala  A  f- 
ft&ione. 
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That  we  may  rightly  imderftand  this, 
we  mull  take  Notice,  that  the  Rabies  or 
Madnefs  in  a  Dog  is  the  Effedt  of  a  Violent 
Fever ;  and  therefore  it  is  molt  common  in 
excefiive  hot  Weather,  tho’  fometimes  in- 
tenfe  Cold  may  be  the  Caufe  of  it,  that  no 
Dog  ever  Sweats ;  from  whence  it  follows, 
that  when  his  Blood  is  in  a  Ferment,  it  can* 
not,  as  in  Other  Creatures,  difcharge  it  felf 
upon  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  and  therefore 
muft  of  Necefiity  throw  out  a  great  many 
Saline  and  a&ive  Particles  upon  thofe  Parts j 
where  there  is  the  moft  conftant  and  eafy  Se* 
cretion  •,  and  fuch  next  to  the  Miliary  in  the 
Skin  in  us,  are  the  Salival  Glands ;  for  this 

u*  *  ,  t  T- 

Reafon  much  more  Spittle  is  feparated  in  a 
Dog  when  Mad,  than  at  any  other  Time, 
and  that  very  frothy,  or  impregnated  with 
Hot,  Subtil  Parts. 

N  ow  as  we  every  Day  obferve,  that  what 
is  thrown  out  from  Liquors  in  a  Ferment,  is 
capable  of  inducing  the  like  Motion  in  ano¬ 
ther  Liquor  of  the  fame  Kind,  when  duly 
mixed  with  it  •,  fo  we  may  very  well  fuppofe 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,  that ,  the  Saliva,  which 
is  it  felf  one  of  the  moft  Fermentative  Juice? 
in  Nature,  being  turgid  with  Fiery  Saline 
Particles  thrown  into  it  out  of  the  Boil¬ 
ing  Blood,  when  it  comes  by  Means  of  a 
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Wound  to  be  Incorporated  with  the  Arte¬ 
rial  Fluid  of  any  one,  does  by  Degrees  raife 
a  preternatural  Effervefcence  in  It  *,  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  which  will  neceffarily  be  moft  felt 
in  thofe  Parts  which  being  tender,  are  the 
leaft  able  to  refill  the  Diftenfion  of  the  Blood 
VefTels,  fuch  are  the  Stomach,  and  special¬ 
ly  the  Brain  ;  and  hereupon  Deliria ,  with 
Maniacal  and  fuch  like  Symptoms,  will  eafi- 
ly  Infue* 

A  Perfon  thus  affe&ed  may  be  faid  in  a 
Degree  to  have  put  on  the  Canine  Nature, 
tho’  his  Reafon  be  all  this  Time  untouch’d 
and  intire,  may  Bite,  Howl,  &c.  becaufe 
the  like  violent  Agitation  of  the  Blood  in  him 
as  was  in  the  Dog,  will  prefent  like  Species , 
and  confequently  (To  far  as  their  different 
Natures  will  allow)  produce  like  Adlions  ; 
juft  as  it  has  been  obferved,  that  Sheep  bit¬ 
ten  by  a  Mad  Dog,  have  run  at  the  Shep¬ 
herd  like  fo  many  Dogs  to  bite  him  fo 
much  can  an  Alteration  of  the  Blood  and 
Spirits  do.  And  as  a  Timorous  Creature 
may  be  imboldened,  fo  we  oftentimes  fee 
Perfons  Courageous  enough  by  a  Change 
made  in  the  Blood  by  Evacuations,  that  is, 
by  Want  of  Force  and  Motion  in  that 
Fluid,  made  fheepifh  Cowards,  in  Defpite 

'  -  of 
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of  their  Reafon,  fo  long  as  that  Defed  is 
continued. 

But  the  main  Difficulties  in  this  Matter 
are,  the  Mifchief  difcovering  it  felf  fo  long 
after  the  Bite,  and  the  Hydrophobia . 

As  to  the  former  we  are  to  confider,  that 
Fermentation  being  a  Change  made  in  the 
Cohaelion  of  the  compounding  Parts  of  a 
Fluid,  it  is  fometimes  a  longer,  fometimes 
a  fhorter  Time  before  this  Alteration  is 
wrought  ;  which  Variety  may  proceed  either 
from  the  different  Nature  and  Conftitution  of 
the  Ferment,  or  of  the  Liquor  Fermented, 
and  a  great  Number  of  Circumftances  be- 
fides.  So  that  this  Venom  may  be  all  the 
while  doing  its  Work,  tho’the  Change  made 
by  it  may  not  be  fo  confiderable  as  to  be 
fenfibly  taken  Notice  of  till  a  long  Time 
after. 

Nay,  it  may  fo  happen,  that  the  Fer¬ 
ment  being  Weak  may  not  raife  in  the  Blood 
any  remarkable  Agitation  at  all,  till  fome 
accidental  Alteration  in  the  Body  unluckily 
gives  it  an  additional  Force.  As  we  before 
obferv’d,  how  much  external  Heat  concurs 
to  heighten  the  Symptoms  from  the  Bite  of 
the  Tarantula.  And  this  probably  may  be 
the  Cafe  of  Thofe  in  whom  this  Malignity 

G  2  has 
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has  not  appeared  till  Six,  or  Twelve  Months 
after  the  Wound. 

That  we  may  underftand  the  Reafon  of 
the  Hydrophobia ,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
this  dread  of  Water  does  not  come  on  till 
the  latter  End  of  the  Difeafe,  Three  or  Four 
Days  before  Death  *,  that  is,  not  till  this  pre¬ 
ternatural  fermentation  in  the  Blood  is  come 
to  its  Ffeighth  *,  and  as  in  the  Dog,  fo  in  the 
Patient,  a  great  Quantity  of  Fermentative 
Particles  is  thrown  off  upon  the  Glands  of 
the  Mouth  and  Stomach,  as  appears  by  his 
Foaming  at  the  Mouth,  &c. 

A  s  alfo,  that  this  Fear  is  not  from  a  Sight 
of,  or  any  Imaginary  Appearance  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  for  if  the  Veffel  be  clofe  fhut,  and  the 
Patient  bid  to  fuck  thro'  a  Quill,  as  foon  as 
he  has  tailed,  he  falls  into  Anguifh  and  Con- 
vulfions,  as  Dr.  Lifter  obferved.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  highly  probable,  if  not  certain,  that  this 
furprifing  Symptom  proceeds  from  the  intole¬ 
rable  Pain  which  any  Liquor  at  this  Time 
taken  induces,  partly  by  hurting  the  inflam’d 
Membranes  of  the  Fauces  in  Deglutition  ; 
partly  by  fermenting  with  thefe  Aftive  Par¬ 
ticles  difcharged  by  the  Blood  upon  the  Sto¬ 
machic  Glands,  and  thus  twitching  and  irri¬ 
tating  the  Nervous  Membranes  j  the  very  Me¬ 
mory 
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mory  of  which  grievous  Senfe,  after  it  is  once 
)  felt,  is  fo  terrible,  that  the  affeded  Perfon 
chufes  any  thing  rather  than  to  undergo  it  a 
fecond  time. 

The  KfFefts  of  this  Irritation  are  manifeft 
in  the  Convulfions  of  the  Stomach,  and  fre* 
quent  Singultus ,  with  which  the  Patient  is 
continually  opprefs’d.  And  we  all  know  by 
how  neceflary  a  Kind  of  Mechanifm  we  do 
fly  from  and  abhor  thofe  things  which  have 
been  proved  difagreeable  to  the  Animal  C 'Eco¬ 
nomy ,  to  which  nothing  is  fo  contrary  and 
repugnant  as  Pain;  at  the  firft  Approaches 
of  which  Nature  Starts  and  Recoils,  tho* 
Reafon  be  armed  with  never  fo  much  Courage 
and  Refolution  to  undergo  the  Shock. 

Nor  will  any  Body  wonder  how  this  Fer¬ 
ment  fliould  caufe  fuch  Torment,  who  conlu 
ders  how  often,  even  in  Cholical  Cafes,  per- 
fons  are  downright  di (traded  by  exceflive 
Pain  from  a  Caufe  not  unlike  to  this  we  are 
treating  of,  that  is,  from  a  corroflve  Fer¬ 
ment  in  the  Bowels,  rarefying  the  Juices  there 
into  Flatus ,  and  by  this  Means  irritating  and 
ftimulating  thofe  tender  Membranes  into 
Spalmodic  and  Convulfive  Motions. 

And  indeed  Dr.  Lifter's  Patient  told  him, 
that  the  very  Swallowing  of  his  own  Spittle 
put  him  to  luch  Torture  in  his  Stomach,  that 
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Death  it  felf  was  not  fo  terrible  as  the  inex- 
prefhble  Agony. 

It  may  ferve  both  to  Illuflrate  and  Con- 
firm  this  Theory  to  take  Notice,  that  not 
only  many  (according  to  thefe  Principles^ 
other  Bites  befides  that  of  a  Dog  happen  to 
induce  the  like  Symptoms ;  thus  (a)  Molpighi 
relates  a  Story  of  a  Mother  made  Hydrophobe 
by  the  Bite  of  her  Epileptick  Daughter  ;  but 
that  there  are  other  Cafes  without  any  Bite 
at  all,  which  are  attended  with  an  Hydro¬ 
phobia. 

Thus  Sehenkius  (b)  Salmuth  (c)y  and 
others,  have  obferved  a  Dread  of  Water , 
without  any  Sufpicion  of  a  Bite  from  Malig¬ 
nant  Fevers.  Now  in  Thefe  there  is  doubt- 
lefs  a  Hot,  Putrid  Ferment  in  the  Blood  i 
and  it  is  no  wonder  if  Part  of  it  be  difcharo-ed 
upon  the  Throat  and  Stomach,  which  we 
do  evidently  find  in  thefe  Diftempers  to  be 
more  particularly  affected  by  it,  efpecially 
towards  the  latter  End,  from  the  Aphthae 
Singultus ,  and  the  like  ufual  Symptoms  of  a 
fatal  Malignity. 


(a)  Oper.  Poithum.  p.  55. 

(b)  Obferv.  de  Venen.  Animal, 
(r)  Obferv.  Cent.  2.  Obf.  52, 


Nay, 
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NAy,  Hippocrates  (d)  himfelf  feems  more 
than  once  to  have  remarked  fomething  like 
this  Symptom  in  Fevers,  and  to  call  thofe 
who  were  thus  affedbed  b ^xv^ojett,  or  Little 
Drinkers  ;  for  I  cannot  alTent  to  Dr.  Lifter^ 
(tho*  Ccelius  Aurelianus  be  on  his  SideJ  who 
thinks  that  the  b ^ctyv^olcu  are  C^^oCoi  from 
the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog ;  as  well  for  other 
Reafons,  as  becaufe  Plutarch  ( e )  aflures  us9 
that  the  Hydrophobia  and  Elephantiafis  were 
both  firft  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Time  of 
Afclepiades  the  Phyfician  ;  who  liv’d  in  the 
Days  of  Pompey  the  Great,  many  Years  later 
than  either  Hippocrates  or  Arijlotle. 

Neither  is  it  amifs  to  add,  that  Joan¬ 
nes  Faber  (/)  in  the  DifTedlion  of  one  who 
died  at  Rome  of  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog,  and 
a  Hydrophobia  fucceeding  it,  found  the  Blood 
Coagulated  in  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart,  the  Lungs  wonderfully  Red  and 
Pumified ;  but  efpecially  the  Throaty  Stomach , 
and  Bowels,  bearing  the  Marks  of  die  Inflam¬ 
matory  Venom. 

The  fame  Obfervation  has  been  made  by 
others  in  Bodies  Dead  of  this  Difeafe,  Thus 


(d)  In  Ps-orrbetic.  &  coac.  &  alibi. 

( e)  Sympofiac.  5.9. 

(!)  Apud  Hernand.  &  Recch.  Plantar.  &  Anim.  Mexi- 
Canor,  Hiitor./.  494, 

G  4 


the 
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the  Adi  a  Medico,  Hafnienfia  (a)  relate  one 
Cafe,  in  which  part  of  the  Liver  was  In~ 
flamed,  the  Lungs  Parched  and  Dry,  and  the 
inner  Coat  of  the  Stomach  fo  Mortified ,  that 

/  t  .  »  i  » 

it  might  be  abraded  with  one’s  Fingers. 

Bonetus  (£)  tells  another,  where  all  the 
Vifcera  were  found  quite  arid >  without  any 
Juice  at  all. 

And  in  a  very  particular  Hiflory  of  an 
Hydrophobia ,  lately  publifhed  at  Ulm  (cj,  We 
are  informed  that  the  Stomach ,  when  opened, 
difcover’d  the  Marks  of  an  Erofion  or  Ex¬ 
coriation,  with  fomething  like  a  Gangrene, 
and  a  Suffufion  of  Blood  here  and  there. 
Which  does  Very  well  agree  with  the  Ob- 
fervations  in  the  German  Ephemerides  (d)9 
where  we  find  feveral  Footfteps  of  a  Sphacelus 
or  Mortification  in  the  Bodies  of  thofe  who 
died  Hydrophobi. 

The  Cure  of  this  Poifon  is  either  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  Wound  made,  or  fome 
Days  after  before  the  Fear  of  Water  is  dif- 
covered  $  for  at  that  time  all  Authors  do 

•  «  *  h  1 


(e)  Vol.  5.  Gbf.  114, 

{h )  Sepulchrer.  Lib .  1.  Self.  8.  Obfl.  8. 

(c)  Boffini  LeiiLillii  pilfertatio  dc  Hydrophobias  Caul* 
&  Cura- 

(?)  Eph.  Cut-  Dec,  3.  Ann.  z.Obf,  104, 


agree 
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agree  the  Malady  to  be  Incurable ;  and  the 
Reafon  is  plain  from  what  has  been  already 
delivered. 

As  in  other  Venemous  Bites,  fo  in  this, 
Galen  ( e )  very  wifely  advifes  to  inlarge  the 
Wound,  by  making  a  round  Incifion  about 
it,  to  Cauterife  it  with  a  hqt  Iron,  and  ap¬ 
ply  drawing  Medicines,  fo  as  to  keep  it  a 
running  Ulcer  at  lead:  Forty  (/)  Days. 
Scarifying  and  Cupping  may  anfwer  where 
this  Severity  is  not  allow’d :  And  however, 
the  Drefling  it  with  Unguentum  JEgyptiacurn 
(or  the  like)  Scalding  Hot,  mud:  not  be 
omitted ;  by  which  alone,  timely  applied, 
I  am  allured  that  one  Bitten  was  happily 
preferred. 

But  where  thefe  Meaps  of  dedroying 
the  Ferment  in  the  beginning  are  omitted, 
the  dangerous  Confequences  of  its  being 
mixed  with  the  Blood  is  by  all  podible  Care 
to  be  prevented. 

To  this  purpofe,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
many  Inconfiderate  Jumbles  of  Antidotes , 
P-heriacas ,  &c.  nor  of  fuch  vulgar  Trifles 
the  Liver  of  the  Mad  Dog,  of  which 


( e )  Theriac.  ad  Pifon.  1.  i .  t.  4  6, 

(n  Vid,  Aetiufth  L  6»  c .  24. 

Galen 


*>  J  ■ 
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Galen  (a)  obferved,  that  tho’  foms  who 
made  ufe  of  it,  together  with  other  good 
Medicines,  recovered,  yet  that  'they  who 
trufted  to  it  alone  died  ;  o  ne  of  the  greateft 
Remedies  commended  to  us  by  Antiquity, 
is  the  Cinercs  Cancroru?n  Fluviatillium  *, 
which  Galen  (b)  fays,  no  Body  ever  made 
ufe  of,  and  mifcarried  ;  and  before  Him 
Diafcorides  ( c )  affured,  that  ’tis  a  Medicine 
may  be  rely’d  on.  Thefe  were  given  in 
large  Quantites,  viz.  a  good  Spoonful  or 
Two  every  Day  for  Forty  Days  together, 
either  alone,  or  rather  mix’d  with  the  Powder 
of  Gentian  Root  and  Frankincenfe.  The 
Vehicle  was  either  Water  or  Wine.  In  like 
manner  at  this  Day  the  Remedy  in  the 
greateft  Repute  of  any  againft  moft  Poifons 
in  the  IVeft -Indies  is  a  kind  of  a  Fdver  Craw - 
Fijh^  call’d  Aratu  (d). 

This  is  manifeftly  an  Abforbent ,  and 
very  Diuretic  Medicine,  efpecially  when 
prepared  after  the  right  manner,  which  was 
by  Burning  the  Craw-Fifh  Alive  upon  a 
Copper  Plate ,  with  a  Fire  made  of  the  Cut- 


( a)  Simpl.  Medic.  Faculr. /.  1 1.  c.  1. 

(£)  Ibid.  /.  1 1.  c.  34. 

(0  Theriac.  cap.  2. 

M  Fid.  Pifon.  Hiitor.Nat.  &  Med.  Ind.  lib.  ^  c.  16. 
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tings  of  Twigs  of  White  Briony  :  For  whe¬ 
ther  the  latter  part  of  the  Management  figni- 
fies  much  or  no,  the  former  moft  certainly 
does  ;  and  the  Salt  of  the  Copper ,  which 
powerfully  provokes  Urine,  being  mix’d 
with  that  of  the  AJhes ,  may  very  much 
exalt  their  Virtue. 

And  it  is  upon  this  fame  Score,  that  the 
Spongia  of  the  Cynorrhodos  or  Rofa  Sylveftris 
is  fo  celebrated  an  Antidote,  not  only  for 
this  Poifon,  but  alfo  for  that  of  the  Viper, 
tarantula,  and  others  too,  that  ’tis  call’d 
in  Sicily  Sanatodos ,  or  All-heal;  this  be¬ 
ing  not  a  Vegetable ,  as  P.  Boccone  (<?),  who 
has  wrote  a  whole  Letter  of  its  wondrous 
Virtues,  terms^it,  but  a x\  Animal  Al call,  as 
well  as  the  former  ;  for  Mr.  Ray  (f)  has 
obferved,  this  Spongy  Excrefcence,  if  it 
be  cut,  is  found  full  of  White  Worms  *, 
being  the  Neft  of  thefe  Infers,  which  lodg¬ 
ing  here  all  the  Winter,  do  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Spring  turn  to  Flies,  and  quit  their 
Quart  f-'s.  Indeed  this  Remedy  was  antiendy 
too  of  fo  great  Elteem,  that  pliny  recom¬ 
mends  it  as  the  only  Cure  of  an  Hydropho¬ 
bia,  divinely  difeovered  by  an  Oracle  (g), 

(e)  Mufeodi  Piantc  rare  OJgervaz.  2. 

{/)  Hiftor.  Plant.  Tom.  2.  p  1471. 

O  Hiftor.  Natur.  /.  8.  c.  41.  &  /.  25.  4  z 
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As  all  infers  abound  with  a  Diuretick 

«*\  r 

Salt,  fo  Cdntharides  more  than  any  others  ; 
therefore  the  Learned  Baccius  (h)  goes  farther, 
and  from  the  Authority  of  Rhazes  and 
Johannes  Damafcenus ,  advifes  to  give  thefe 
in  Subfiance  for  many  Da  vs  together.  The 
Preparation  of  this  Antidote,  (fo  he  calls 
it)  is  by  infufmg  the  Cantharides  in  Soure 
Butter-milk  Twenty-Four  Hours,  then  dry¬ 
ing  them,  and  with  the  Flower  of  Lentils 
and  Wine  making  ?em  up  into  ’Troches  of 
a  Scruple  Weight,  of  which  one  is  to  be 
taken  every  Day.  By  which  means  he 
a  fibres  us,  that  tho’  the  Patient  make  bloody 
Urine,  yet  that  Milk  largely  drank  will 
abate  that  Symptom,  and  that  an  Hydro¬ 
phobia  will  be  happily  prevented,  Boccone  (?) 
tells  Us,  That  in  Upper  Hungary  they  give 
Cantharides  to  Men  bitten  by  a  Mad  Dog, 
j Five  to  a  Dole  ;  and  to  Beajls  in  greater 
Quantity.  But  of  the  inward  Ufe  of  thefe 
Flies  more  in  its  proper  Place. 

In  fhort,  all  the  Specif cks  in  this  Cafe 
are  fuch  as  do  either  ablorb  a  peccant  Aci¬ 
dity  in  the  Stomach,  or  carry  it  off  by 
Urine;  as  Terra  Lemnia ,  highly  com mendr 


(b)  De  Yeijen.  p.  80. 

(?)  Mufeo  di  Hfica,  OJervaz,  zu 

ed 
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td  by  Galen  (£),  Garlicky  Agrimony , 

,  lapatbum ,  and  many  others,  of  which  a 
Catalogue  may  be  feen  in  S.  Aidoynus .  So 
the  Alyjfum  or  Madwort  celebrated  for  this 
ufe  by  the  Ancient  Phylicians,  as  well  that 
defcribed  by  Biofcorides ,  which  is  a  Species 
of  Leucoium ,  as  the  other  of  Galen ,  which 
is  a  Marrubium ,  is  very  manifeftly  a  Bitter, 
Stomachic,  and  Diuretic  Plant  (7j<  The 
Lichen  cin  evens  i  err  eft  r is ,  recommended  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfadh'ons  (wj,  Ope¬ 
rates  the  fame  way. 

But  the  greateft  and  fureft  Cure  of  all, 
is  frequent  Submerging  or  Ducking  the  Pa¬ 
tient  in  Water.  The  Hrft  mention  I  find  of 
this  is  in  Cornelius  Celfus  (n)  ;  whether  he 
had  it  from  the  Ancient  Grecian  Phyficians, 
or  it  was  the  Difcovery  of  his  own  Age, 
matters  but  little  to  our  Purpofe  ;  certain  it 
is  that  he  coiledted  his  Principal  Rules  of 
Bathing  from  Cleophantusy  who,  as  Pliny 
fays  (0),  did,  befides  many  other  delightful 
things,  firft  introduce  the  Ufe  of  Baths  ; 


(i)  Medicam.  facult.  lib.  9.  c.  1, 

(/)  Fab.  column.  Phytobaian.  27. 
[m)  No.  237. 
ip)  Bib.  5.  o  27. 

(o)  Nat.  Hilt  l,  26.  c.  3. 
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As  appears  by  comparing  the  Writings  of 
the  One  with  the  Fragments  of  the  Other ,  t 
preferv’d  in  the  Works  of  Galen .  And 
that  from  Afclepiades ,  who  afterwards  fo  far 
improved  this  Part  of  Phyfick,  that  he  dis¬ 
carded  almoft  all  inward  Medicines,  he 
might  learn  this  Management,  is  not  impro¬ 
bable  ;  for  the  Hydrophobia  ( as  we  before 
took  Notice )  having  been  firft  regarded  in 
the  Time  of  this  great  Phyfician,  ’tis  very 
likely  that  among  other  Advantages  of  his 
nevr  Method,  he  might  commend  it  for  the 
Cure  of  fo  deplorable  a  Malady. 

However,  it  be,  This  Practice  was  in 
this  laid  Age  with  great  Authority  reviv’d 
by  the  ingenious  Baron  Van  Helmot ,  (a) 
who  having  in  his  own  Country  feen  how 
great  Service  it  did,  has  at  large  fet  down 
both  the  manner  of  the  Operation  ;  and, 
Confonant  to  the  Principles  of  his  own  Philo- 
fophy  fhewn  the  Reafon  of  its  good  Effects, 
Since  him  Tulpius  (b),  an  Oblerver  of  very 
good  Credit,  takes  Notice,  that  tho*  he  faw 
many,  yet  that  never  one  mifcarry’d,  where 
it  was  in  time  made  ufe  of. 


(a)  Tr.  Demens  Idea. 
(/’ )  Obferv.  20. 


As 


f 
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As  all  Baths  do  chiefly  adl  by  the  fenfible 
Qualities  of  Heat  and  Cold,  and  the  Gra¬ 
vity  of  their  Fluid  ;  fo  we  need  go  no  far¬ 
ther  to  fetch  the  Reafon  of  the  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  Method  in  the  prefent  Cafe, 
than  to  the  preflure  of  the  Water  upon  the 
Body  of  the  Patient. 

Eve  r  y  one  knows  how  plentifully  plung¬ 
ing  into  cold  Water  provokes  Urine,  which 
proceeds  no  doubt  from  the  conflribtion 
hereby  made  of  the  Fibres  of  the  Skin  and 
VefTels.  Thus  this  outward  Cure  differs 
not  much  in  effebt  from  the  inward  Medi¬ 
cines  beforementioned,  but  mull  neceffarily 
have  the  better  of  them  in  this  Refpect,  that 
when  the  Fermenting  Blood  flretches  its 
VefTels,  the  exceeding  weight  of  the  ambient 
Fluid  refills  and  repreffes  this  Diftenfion,  and 
fo  prevents  the  Effedls  of  It.  For  this  Rea¬ 
fon  the  Salt  Water  of  the  Sea  is  efpeeially 
chofen  for  this  Bufinefs,  becaufe  its  greater 
Gravity  than  that  of  Frefh  does  more  power¬ 
fully  do  all  this,  and  break  the  beginning 
Cohaefion  of  the  Parts  of  the  Blood. 

Thus  we  may,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  Fright  and  Terror,  with  which  this 
Method,  when  rightly  pradlis’d,  (by  keep¬ 
ing  the  party  under  Water  for  a  confidera- 
ble  Time,  till  he  isalmofl  quite  drowned) 

is 
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is  ufually  accompanied,  probably  enoagh 
account  for  the  Advantages  of  this  Immer- 
fion.  Tho*  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this  new 
Fear  may  have  fome  good  Effed  in  the 
Cafe  too,  for  not  only  Convulfions,  but 
Agues*  and  other  Difeafes,  have  oftentimes 
been  happily  Cured,  merely  by  terrifying 
and  furprifmg  the  Patient. 

The  Reafon  of  this  will  eafily  be  un- 
derftood  by  him  who  knows  what  Altera¬ 
tions  the  Paffions  of  the  Mind  do  make  in 
the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves  and  Arteries  ;  of 
which  in  another  Place, 

It  may  for  our  preient  purpofe  fuffice  to 
take  Notice,  that  as  in  Confideration  of  the 
lad  mentioned  Effect  upon  the  Mind,  Van 
Uelmont  commends  this  fame  Pradice  in  all 
forts  of  Madnefs,  and  Chronical  Deliria  ; 
fo  upon  the  Account  of  the  before  hinted  Al¬ 
terations  on  the  Body,  Bathing  was,  among 
the  Ancients,  die  common  Cure  of  Melan¬ 
choly,  and  filch  like  Diftempers  (c).  And 
as  the  younger  Van  Helmont  (d)>  to  confirm 
his  Father’s  Notion,  tells  Us,  that  one  Dr. 
Rtcbardfon  did  with  wonderful  Succefs  make 


(7)  VU.  Arctxum  Capful.  C«u\  Diut.  /.  i.  c.  5. 
E:  Aerum.  /.  6.  c.  11* 

(T  Tr.  Man  ;.n.t  In  DifcaU'i. 

life 
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ufe  of  this  Management  in  thefe  Cafes,  fo  in 
like  manner  Trofper  Atfmus(e)  takes  Notice, 
that  the  Egyptians  do  at  . this  Day  perfectly 
recover  Melancholy  Perfons  by  the  fame 
Method,  only  with  this  Difference',  that 
they  make  their  Baths  Warm. 

He  that  compares  what  has  been  already 
advanced  concerning  Deliria ,  with  the  Bel- 
liman  Theory  of  Melancholy  and  Maniacal 
Diftenhpers,  and  refledts  upon  the  Nature  of 
Baths,  and  their  manner  of  Adting,  will 
fee  fo  much  Reafon  in  this  Pradtice,  as  to  be 
forry  that  ’tis  Now-a-days  almoft  quite  laid 
afide  and  negledted,  For  we  muff  obferve, 
that  althd9  there  be  fome  difference  in  the 
Treatment  and  Cure  of  Deliria  *  whether 
maniacal  or  melancholy,  when  they  are 
Originally  from  the  Mind,  as  the  Effedfs  of 
Care,  Trouble,  or  the  like,  and  when  from 
an  Indifpofftion  of  the  Body  *,  yet  that  both 
do  agree  in  this,  that  they  require  an  Al¬ 
teration  to  be  made  in  the  Blood  and  Spi¬ 
rits  •,  inafmuchas  the  Mind  by  Often,  nay; 
almoft  continually,  renewing  to  it  felf  any 
one  Idea*  of  Love,  Sorrow,  &c.  does  fo 
conftantly  determine  the  Spirits  and  Blood, 
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one  and  the  fame  way,  that  the  Body  does 
at  lad  as  much  iliare  in  the  Alteration,  as 
if  it  had  been  primarily  affedted,  and  con« 
fequently  mud  have  in  fome  mannner  the 
fame  Amendment.  Upon  this  fcore  Bac- 
cius  ( f)  aflerts  the  admirable  ufe  of  Tempe¬ 
rate  Baths  in  all  kind  of  Didradtions  ;  and 
allures  us,  that  not  only  common  Beliriaf 
but  even  the  Damoniaci,  Phanatici ,  Lycan - 
thropi  themfelves,  &c.  are  cured  by  fre¬ 
quent  Walking  in  frefli  Water,  and  aMoid 
and  Nourifhing  Diet. 

But  to  infid  upon  this  Subjedt  is  foreign 
to  our  purpofe  •,  only  in  regard  that  the 
mod  ufual  Methods  of  Cure  in  thefe  Cafes 
are  fo  very  tedious,  and  often-times  unfuc- 
cefsful  at  the  lad,  I  thought  it  not  amifs 
to  hint  thus  much,  in  order  to  the  advan¬ 
cing  fomething  more  Certain  and  Effedtual 
towards  the  removal  of  the  greated  Unhap- 
pinefs  to  which  Mankind  is  liable. 

To  conclude  with  the  Hydrophobia  ; 
where  thefe  Remedies  fail,  or  are  Admi- 
nidred  too  late,  the  Patient,  from  the  pre¬ 
vailing  inflammatory  difpofition  of  the 
Blood,  grows  more  and  more  Lelirous , 


(/)  De  Therm.  /.  7.  c.  22, 
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and  by  Degrees  downright  raving  Mad, 
at  laft  (as  it  moft  commonly  happens  in 
Maniacal  People )  fuffers  a  total  Refolution 
of  Strength,  and  Dies.  Thus  Dr.  How- 
mans  Cafe  ended  in  a  perfed:  univerfa! 
Paralyfis » 
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ESSAY  the  Third. 


O  F 

Poifonous  Minerals 

AND 

PLANTS. 

AL  T  H  O’  there  be  a  great  variety  of 
Internal  Poifons ,  as  well  Mineral  as 
Vegetable  ;  yet  they  do  all  of  ’em  feem  to 
agree  in  their  Primary  Effedts,  and  Manner 
of  Operation  *,  and  as  the  Teeth  or  Stings  of 
Venomous  Animals  do  conftantly  infulb  a 
Juice  into  the  Wound  they  make,  by  which 
the  Mafs  of  Blood  is  infedled  *,  fo  the  Force 
of  Thefe  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Stomach 
and  Primer  Vice  ;  and  tho’  It  may  in  fome 

Cafes 
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Cafes  be  communicated  Farther,  yet  the 
Principal  Mifchief  is  done  in  Thefe  Parts. 

Deleter  ious  Medicines ,  fays  Diofcori- 
des,  are  many,  but  the  Alterations  made  by 
them  in  the  Body  common,  and  but  few  (a). 

Of  all  this  kind,  thofe  of  a  Mineral  Na¬ 
ture  are  the  moll  violent  and  deadly,  the 
greater  Gravity  and  Solidity  of  their  Parts 
giving  to  thefe  a  Force  and  Action  furpaffing 

the  mifchief  of  Vegetable  Juices  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  whereas  noxious  Plants  do  vary  their 
Effects  in  different  Creatures,  fo  as  to  prove 
harmlefs,  nay,  perhaps  Beneficial  and  Nu¬ 
tritive  to  fome,  as  Hemlock  they  fay  is  to 
Goats  (b)  and  Starlings  (c),  and  Henbane 
to  Hogs  (d),  the  Strength  of  the  Stomach 
in  Thefe  Animals  being  fufficient  to  conquer 
and  divide  fuch  corrofxve  Subfiances,  and 
t heir  Blood  perhaps  requiring  to  be  recruited 
by  fuch  warm  and  active  Particles ;  A  Mi¬ 
neral  Malignity  is  not,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  we 
know,  conquerable  by  any,  but  becomes 
univerfally  hurtful  and  deftruftive. 


(ti)  Yloix-iha.  (jlzv 

KOU'ctl  cPi  KcU  «  7T0 AAct 
Alexiph.  p.  399. 


yctp  ta  J'iihvJnpioL  $&p{AdLit(t3 
1  iX  xvjw  yioluMschi 


{bj  Lucret.  lib.  5. 

M  Ga/en.  Simp].  Medic.  /.  3.  cap.  ig. 

(f)  Sext.  Empiric.  Hypoch.  Empiric.  1. 
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W e  fhall  here  give  the  firft  Place  to  Mer- 
cury  Sublimate. 

This  is  no  other  than  a  Mixture  of  Quick- 
filler  with  common  Salt.  The  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  it,  as  3tis  made  at  Venice ,  from  whence 
greatQuantities  are  fent  into  other  Countries, 
J'achenxus  has  given  us  in  his  Hippocrates 
Cbymicus  (e)  y  as  to  which  we  muft  obferve, 
that  tho*  there  be  always  added  a  Proportion 
of  Salt-Petre ,  and  Calcin’d  Vitriol  to  the 
other  Ingredients,  yet  thefe  do  not  enter  in¬ 
to  the  Compofitibn,  but  only  ferve  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  Work  ;  as  abundantly  appears  from 
this  Experiment,  That  Mercury  fublimM 
with  the  fame  Proportion  of  Nitre  and  Vitriol 
without  Marine  Salt ,  neither  receives  any  In- 
creafe  of  its  Weight,  nor  acquires  any  ma¬ 
lignant  Quality. 

The  Effects  of  this  Poifon  when  taken 
are,  violent  Griping-  Pains,  with  a  Diften- 
iion  of  the  Belly,  Vomiting  of  a  flimy  fro¬ 
thy  Matter,  fometimes  mixt  with  Blood,  and 
Stools  of  tile  fame,  an  intolerable  Heat  and 
Third,  with  Cold  Sweats,  Tremblings,  Con¬ 
vulsions,  &c  as  will  appear  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  Hillary  (f). 


{?)  Cap.  24. 

(h  Wept'er  dc  Chut,  Aauatic.  tag.  300 
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To  a  large  Dog  was  given  a  Drachm  of 
Mercury  Sublimate ,  mixt  with  a  little  Bread  ^ 
within  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  he  fell  into  ter¬ 
rible  V omitings,  calling  up  frequently  a  Vif- 
cid,  frothy  Mucus ,  every  time  more  and 
more  Bloody,  and  purged  the  fame  down¬ 
wards  ;  till  tired  and  fpent  with  his  hard 
Service,  he  laid  down  quietly  asifwereto 
Sleep,  but  died  the  next  Morning. 

The  Abdomen  being  opened,  a  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  extravafated  Blood  was  found  between 
the  Liver  and  Stomach,  and  between  the 
Duplicature  of  tl\e  Omentum  about  the  Sto¬ 
mach  *,  the  Guts  as  well  as  the  Stomach  were 
diftended,  and  full  of  a  fjrothy  Bloody  Mu¬ 
cus  •,  on  the  outfide  they  were  of  a  livid  Co¬ 
lour,  within  all  over  red,  and  inflamed  down 
to  the  very  Re  Slum  \  the  Fibrous  Coat  of  the 
Stomach  being  taken  off,  between  that  and  the 
Nervous  one,  grumous  Blood  was  found  in  fe- 
veral  Places  ;  the  like  was  difcovered  here  and 
there  in  the  Intellins  between  the  fame  Coats. 

The  fame  Symptoms  with  thefe,  and  ma- 
nifeft  Signs  of  a  Burning  Corrofion  follow’d 
with  Ulcers  in  the  Bowels,  Baccius  (g)  ob- 
ferved  in  a  young  Man  Poifon’d  by  Subli¬ 
mate  mixt  with  his  Meat. 


(f)  De  Venen.  p.  21. 
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What  we  are  here  chiefly  to  examine  is5 
how  from  Ingredients  fingly  Innocent  and 
Harmlels,  fo  Mifchievous  a  Compound  can 
refult  *,  for  as  the  Cafe  is  very  plain  with  re- 
fpect  to  Salty  fo  is  it  likewife  now  Notorious 
enough,  that  Quickftlver  it  felf,  which  the 
Ancients,  DiofcorideSy  Galen,  Pliny ,  &c. 
have  unjuftly  ranked  among  Poifons,  is  in 
many  Difeafes  inwardly  taken  of  very  fafe 
and  beneficial  Ufe  ;  and  that  not  only  when 
difguifed  with  Sulphur ,  Sugar ,  See.  but 
Crude,  without  any  Correction,  or  vainly 
pretended  Mortification. 

This  the  Arabian  Phyficians  firfb  gave 
the  Hint  of;  Aviceh(h)  having  obferv’d,  that 
They  who  drink  it  in  a  large  Quantity  receive 
no  Hurt ,  its  Weight  making  a  free  Pajfage 
thro'  tht  Body.  This  was  Incouragement 
chough  for  the  Practice  of  giving  whole 
Pounds  of  it  in  the  Iliac  Pajfion ;  which  is 
oftentimes  done  with  good  Succefs,  without 
any  frightful  Symptom  accompanying  the 
Advantage  received  from  its  Ponderofity. 

Afterwards  it  plainly  appeared  that 
fills  Mineral,  tho’  not  taken  in  fo  great  a 


{V)  Car^  Medic.  /.  4.  Fun.  6.  Argentum 
rr*um  qui  bibunt  non  1a?duntureu;  egredi-t 


uiyofihone  fua  per  inftriorem  regionem 
\  v' 


Vivum  pluri- 
ur  enini  cum 
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t)ofe  as  could  immediately  force  its  way 
thro’  the  Inteftins,  even  when  it  was  lodged 
for  fome  Time  in  this  or  that  Part,  was  not 
at  all  hurtful  by  any  Corrofive  or  Malignant 
Quality.  And  (i)  Folloptus ,  (k )  Brafavolus 
with  Others  of  great  Note,  confirmed  its 
harmlels  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of  the  Worms , 
not  only  in  adult  Perfons  but  even  in  the  more 
tender  Conftitutions  of  Children. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  Cafes  in  which 
good  Service  may  be  had  from  this  weighty 
Fluid  ;  he  that  rightly  confiders  the  State  of 
the  Animal  £ Economy ,  the  various  Altera¬ 
tions  it  fuffers  from  the  Stagnation  of  its  more 
Vifcid  Juices  in  the  fmalleft  Canals,  and  how 
much  the  Impulfe  and  Force  of  the  Circling 
Blood,  by  which  Obftru<ftions  are  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  mu  ft  be  increafed  by  its  carrying 
along  with  it  fuch  Particles  as  the  Mercurial 
Globul:^  will  perhaps  fee  good  Reafon  to 
allow,  that  the  prudent  and  cautious  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Quickfilver  may  do  that  in  fome 
obftinate  and  dangerous  Difeafes,  which  we 
cannot  promife  our  felves  from  any  other  of 
our  own  known  Medicines  whatfoever. 


( i)  De  Morb.  Gallic.  C/p.  26. 

fV  Yid.  Angel,  Salain  in  I Imeto’cg,  p.  n.  504. 
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But  I  am  not  to  infifl  on  this  Head  j  and 
the  learned  Author  of  the  New  Theory  of  Fe¬ 
vers  (/ )  has  already  mod  ingenioufly  explain’d 
the  Mechanifm  by  which  fuch  Effefts  as  thefe 
are  produced  in  the  humane  Body.  It  fuf- 
fices  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  to  have  proved 
that  pure  Mercury  is  not  Poifonous  or  Corro- 
five  *,  and  therefore  not  only  have  I  feen  two 
Ounces  of  it  given  every  Day  for  One  and 
Twenty  Days  together,  without  any  Incon¬ 
venience  at  all ;  but  found  once  forne  Quan¬ 
tity  of  it  in  the  Perinceum  of  a  Subject  I  took 
from  the  Gallows  for  a  Diffeftion,  ( w  hofe 
rotten  Bones  quickly  difeovered  what  Dif- 
eafe  it  was  had  reauired  the  Ufe  of  it,  and 
that  I  fuppofe  chiefly  in  External  Application 
by  Undlion)  without  any  mark  of  Corrolion 
pf  the  Part  where  it  was  lodged. 

Tho’  withal  we  may  upon  this  Occafion 
remark,  that  the  extreme  Gravity  of  this  Mi¬ 
neral  alone,  however  ferviceable  it  may  be 
in  other  Refpefts  ,  yet  when  it  happens  in  io 
great  a  Quantity  to  Ob  draft  the  Capillary 
Dufts,  as  that  the  Force  of  the  Circling 
Fluid  is  not  fufEcient  to  wadi  it  away,  muff 
neceffanly  induce  Symptoms  troublefome  and 
bad  enough,  as  Spafms ,  Contractions.,  Pal - 


(/)  ,  fig.  9 1 .  Sc  feci 
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Jits,  See.  which  they  do  commonly  Experience 
who  have  either  been  too  often  daw  bed  with 
Mercurial  Ointments ,  or  for  a  long  Time 
imploy’d  in  rubbing  the  uickfilver  upon 
Looking  Glajjes  ;  for  the  Internal  Ufe  of  it 
will  never  produce  any  fuch  Mifchiefs. 

As  for  Sublimate  then,  moft  certain  it  is, 
that  the  Saline  Particles  do  impart  to  the  Mer¬ 
cury  this  Malignant  Quality  ;  or  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  That  the  Salt  receives  from 
the  Mercurial  Corptifcles  fuch  an  Increafe  of 
its  Gravity  and  Moment  inn ,  as  renders  its 
Cutting  Corrofion  more  Effectual  and  Pene¬ 
trating  *,  for  the  Manner  after  which  this  Mat¬ 
ter  is  done,  is  plainly  this. 

The  Globules  of  the  Mercurw  tho5  fo 
minutely  divided  by  the  A<5tion  of  the  Fire, 
as  to  rife  in  the  Form  of  a  Fume,  yet  are 
Fill  Solid  and  Ponderous  Bodies  *,  ’tis  all  one 
to  the  prefent  Purpofe,  whether  we  fuppofe. 
’em  perfectly  Spherical ,  or  with  the  learned 
Gulielmini  ( a )  Spheroidical,  for  in  both  Cafes, 
by  Reafon  of  their  extreme  Parvity,  being 
perhaps  Simple  and  Elementary  Bodies,  they 
will  eafily  be  lodged  in  the  Pores  and  In- 
tetftices  of  the  Saline  Cry  ft  ah  ;  which  being 
compos’d  of  the  Atoms  of  Salt ,  varioufly  by 
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Sublimation  combin’d  and  united,  are  a  kind 
of  Cutting  Lamella?  or  Blades  ;  the  Force 
of  which  could  never  have  been  very  pe¬ 
netrating,  upon  the  Account  of  their  light- 
nefs  and  eafy  DifTolution,  if  the  Mercury , 
without  blunting  their  Edge,  or  breaking 
their  Figure,  did  not  lend  ’em  an  Additional 
Weight,  and  thus  at  the  fame  Time  ftrength- 
en  their  A6lion,  and  prevent  their  quick  Sp- 
lution  by  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach  *  which 
cannot  now  disjoin  their  compounding  Parts, 
becaufe  the  Vacuities  into  which  they  fhould, 
m  order  to  do  this,  infinuate  themfelves,  are 
already  polled:  and  taken  up  by  the  Mercurial 
Globules. 


In  fhort,  Thefe  Cryftals  which  are  to  be 
confidered  as  fo  many  fharp  Knives  or  Dag¬ 
gers,  Wounding  and  Stabbing  tire  tender 
Coats  of  the  Stomach,  and  thus  caufing  ex- 
ceflive  Pains,  with  an  Abrafion  of  their  Na¬ 
tural  Mucus ,  and  (upon  the  conftant  Senfe 
of  Irritation;  continual  Vomitings,  &V.  muft 
of  Neceffify,  fticking  here  and  there  in 
the  capillary  Vefiels,  ltop  the  PafTage  of  the 
Blooi  in  Fveral  Places,  whereupon  it  Stag¬ 
nates,  and  there  follow  little  Inflammations, 
which  growing  higher  and  higher,  termi¬ 
nate  quickly  m  perfect  Ulcers  and  Gan¬ 
grenes  ;  and  thefe  tho’  fingly  very  (mall,  yet 


many 
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(many  in  number,  do  all  together  make 
up  one  continued  and  incurable  Mortifica¬ 
tion. 

This  being  the  Nature  of  Sublim'd  Mer¬ 
cury  ,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  enquire,  how 
it  comes  to  pafs,  That  This  fame  Compound 
refublim’d  with  live  Mercury  in  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Four  Parts  to  Three,  ('for  the 
Sublimate  will  not  take  up  an  equal  quantity) 
efpecially  if  the  work  be  repeated  Three 

or  Four  times,'  lofes  its  Corrofivenefs  to  that 

* 

Degree  as  to  become  not  only  a  Safe,  but, 
in  many  Cafes,  a  Noble  Medicine .  For  I 
do  not  fee  that  any  of  the  Chymical  Writers 
have  hit  upon  the  true  Solution  of  this  Phce- 
nomenon . 

\  » 

Here  then  it  is  to  be  confidered.  That 

the  Adtion  of  the  Saline  Cryftals  depending 
upon  their  Solidity  and  Largenefs,  thefe 
muft  neceflarily,  by  every  fubfequent  Subli¬ 
mation,  be  broken  into  fmaller  and  final  ler 
Parts  ;  the  Mercurial  Globules ,  (for  *the  Rea- 
fons  given  by  the  Author  ( a )  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  theory  of  Fevers)  arifing  more 
quickly  and  eafily  than  the  Sales,  quit  the 
Interfaces  in  which  they  were  lodged,  and 
the  Cryftalline  Blades  are  divided  every  time 


(a) 


more 
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rxiore  and  more  by  the  force  of  the  Fire  ; 
whereupon  a  new  Combination  of  Parts  fiic- 
ceeds  ;  and  alt  ho 5  there  be  a  greater  Pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Mineral  to  the  Salts  than  be¬ 
fore,  which  makes  Dulcify'd  Mercury  Spe¬ 
cifically  heavier  than  the  Corrojive  ;  yet  the 
broken  pieces  of  the  Cryftals  uniting  into 
little  Mafies  of  differing  Figures  from  their 
former  Make,  thofe  Cutting  Toints  which 
were  before  fo  fharp,  are  now  either  quite 
loft,  or  at  leaf:,  by  reafbn  of  their  Bluntnefs, 
cannot  make  Wounds  deep  enough  to  be 
equally  mifchievous  and  deadly ;  and  therefore 
do  onlyVellicate  and  Twitch  the  fenfile  Mem¬ 
branes  of  the  Stomach  to  that  Degree, as  excites 
'em  to  anExcretion  of  their  Contents  and  Glan¬ 
dular  Juices,  upwards  or  downwards,  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  force  of  Irritation  is  greater  or  lefs. 

Thus  a  violent  Poifon  is  mitigated  into  a 
Vomit  or  1 'urge  ;  nay,-*  it  may  eafily  hap¬ 
pen  fefpecially  in  Rebuff  Constitutions,  and 
if  the  Towels  be  at  the  fame  time  by  any 
means  defended  again!!  the  Stimulating 
Power  of  the  Medicine )  that  this  Twitching 
may  be  fo  flight,  as  to  be  almoff  infenfible, 
and  hardly  trouble fomc  •,  and  then  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Globules  being  freed  indeed  from  mod 
of  the  Saline  Parts  in  their  Paffage  thro’  the 
Prime  Vice ,  but  {fill  having  a  mixture  of 

fome' 
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.feme  few  of  ’em  are  quickly  conveyed  into 
the  Blood,  where  by  their  Motion  and 
Weight  they  muft  necefiarily  diffolve  the 
Preternatural  Cohsefions  of  all  the  Liquors, 
particularly  of  Thofe  which  Circulate  in  the 
fmalleft  Canals,  and  are  molt  Vifcid  and 
Tenacious,  making  them  more  Fluxile  and 
Thin,  or  of  more  eafy  Secretion  *,  where¬ 
upon  all  the  Glands  of  the  Body  are,  as  it 
were,  fet  to  Work,  and  Scoured  of  their 
Contents  *,  but  the  Salival  Ones  efpecially,- 
being  many  in  Number,  very  large  and 
wide,  and  the  Juice  they  feparate  of  a  Tough’ 
and  Ropy  Subftence,  fo  that  a  con  deferable 
Quantity  of  it  is  accumulated  before  it  is 
forced  out  at  the  Orifices  cf  the  Dubts  : 
Thefe  E debts  will  be  moft  remarkable  in 
Tbemy  and  a  Salivation  or  Spitting  muft  con¬ 
tinue  fo  long,  till  the  Active  Mineral  Par¬ 
ticles  are  thro’  thefe  and  the  other  PalTages 
difeharged  out  of  the  Body. 

As  the  Difference  between  Mercury  Cor- 
rojive  and  Dulcified  lies  in  a  greater  and 
teller  Degree  of  Operation  and  Force,  ft* 
this  fame  Confideration  diftingui flies  the 
feveral  Preparations  of  this  Mineral  from 
each  other  ;  which  tho*  very  many,  yet  do 
all  vary  their  E debts  in  the  Body,  only  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Mercurial  G lobule:  are  diffe- 
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rentJy  combined  with  Salts ,  and  the  Points 
of  Thefe  more  or  lefs  broken  by  the  Attion 
of  the  Fire,  in  the  Burning  of  Spirits  upon 
Them,  and  fuch  Jike  Managements  :  And 
therefore  however  dignified  with  the  great 
Names  of  Arcana,Vanaccece,  PnnccsP owde.rs, 
&c.  they  do  not  afford  us  any  Thing  Sin¬ 
gular  and  Extraordinary,  beyond  what  we 
may  with  equal  Advantage  promife  our 
felves  from  fome  or  other  of  the  moft  com¬ 
mon  and  ufual  Procejjes . 

Thus  much  of  Mercury.  Let  Us  in  the 
next  Place  examine  Arfenick ,  about  the  Na* 
ture  and  Com'pofition  of  which  Authors  are 
very  much  puzzled. 

This,  in  fhort,  is  either  Native  or  Fac¬ 
tious,  and  each  of  three  Sorts,  Yellow ,  Redi 
and  White.  The  Native  Yellow  is  what  the 
Latins  called  A u rip igm entu m  *,  and  this  Olaus 
Wormius  (b)  makes  Three -fold.  The  Red 
is  the  Sandaracha  of  the  Greeks .  The  White 
was  not  known  to  the  Ancients  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  Yheophrajlus  feems  only  to  have  known 
the  Red ,  but  Biofccrides  defcribes  both  Red 
and  Yellow  *,  Nicander  had  no  Knowledge 
of  cither  :  The  only  Mineral  Poifons  He 
mentions  are  Litharge  and  Cerufs. 

(£•}  Mufcum.  f  2S. 

OrPI  ME  N't 
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J'i'  r  t  ,  >•> 

)  Orpiment  and  Sandaracha  'differ  only 
by  their  greater  or  leffer  Concodtion  in  the 
Earth  ;  and  therefore  from  Orpiment  Boiled 
in  a  clofe  Pot  Five  Hours,  in  a  Furnace 
Fire,  is  made  the  Factitious  Sandaracha >  as 
perfedt  as  the  Natural  (c).  ,  ; 

The  Factitious  Yellow  vs  made  from  the 
Crufts  of  the  Natural  Orpiment  ( d ). 

The  Native  White  is  more  rare,  but 
found  plentifully  in  fome  Silver  Mines  in 
Germany  (e),  //  ^  ;  t 

But  the  White  Factitious  is  of  the  moft 
common  Ufe  of  all ;  and  it  is,  as  Agricola 
tells  us,  no  other  than  Orpiment  again  and 
again  fublimed  with  an  equal  Part  of  FoJJile 
Salt ,  till  it  is  brought  to  a  Whitenefs, 
Orpiment  and  S andaracha  are  moftly 
found  in  Mines  of  Gold;  and  all  Metallic 
Writers  do  agree  them  to  be  the  beft  Signs 
of  the  Richnefs  of  the  Vein.  This  is  Ground 
fufficient,  for  the  Chymifts  to  take  Jrfenick 
for  the  Subjedt  Matter  of  their  great  Work, 
as  they  call  It ;  ,  and  they  have  very  fondly 
accommodated  fome  Enigmatical  Lines  in 


(r)  Agrlcola  de  Natura  Foffi!.  m,  592. 
id)  Idem,  Ibid.  ,  » 

(A  Block  Scrutinium  Arfenlci,  §.  XIV. 


1 14  Poifonous  Minerals . 

the  Sibylline  Oracles  (f)  to  this  Mineral. 
Tho*  the  Interpretation  be  {trained,  and 
not  fairly  made  out,  (the  Author  of  thefe 
Verfes,  whatever  he  might  mean,  being 
indeed  Difcourfing  of  the  Name  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Power  it  felf)  yet  very  true  it  is,  that 
this  great  Expectation  from  Arfenick  is  as 
old  at  leaft  as  Caligula  •,  that  is,  of  more 
ancient  Date  confiderably  than  the  far  greateft 
part  of  thofe  Suppofitions  and  Ill-contrived 
Compofitions  which  do  now  bear  the  Name 
of  Oracles :  For  that  Covetous  Emperor, 
as  Pliny  relates  (g)9  ordered  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  Orpiment  to  be  wrought  upon,  that 
He  might  extract  Gold  out  of  It,  and  made 
fome  ,  but  as  it  ufually  happens  in  fuch  like 
Attempts,  the  quantity  did  not  anfwer  the 
Expence. 

It  is  more  to  our  purpofe  to  take  no¬ 
tice,  that  the  later  Pretenders  to  this  Phi - 
lofophy ,  by  finding  their  three  Principles , 
Salty  Sulphury  and  Mercury  in  this  Body, 


(/)  Lib.  1. 

ftl?CL<Tv\XcLp>U  Po 6i  fxf. 
A i  Tfei u  etl  irfeTAi  <Avo  ypd^uctT  cyAqviy 

j{  Ao/x ii  <f'i  to.  Ao/tci,  &<rh'  cc$oi>cl  Tel  'zrivjz, 

TZ-irct/icf  P  df/df^7  iKO,To/lcc<LiS  «V/  (Lie  GK 7(0 

Tf>ds  S'i/cdS'i  q. 

(z)  idift.  /  33.  c.  4 


will 
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'will  lead  Us  into  its  true  Nature  and  Com- 
pofition. 

For  whether  We  take  Orpiment  or  San- 
daracha ,  either  of  them  will  afford  a  Regains 
or  Mercurial  Subfiance,  more  pure  than  that 
of  Antimony .  The  manner  of  extracting 
It  Lemery  {Jo)  has  taught  ;  and  to  This  in« 
deed  the  Mineral  owes  its  great  Ponderofity. 

The  Inflammability  and  Smell  of  Arfe~ 
nick  are  fufficient  Proofs  of  its  abounding 
Sulphur ,  which  may  without  much  difficulty 
be  feparated  from  It  {i ). 

That  It  confifts  of  fome  Saline  Parts 
we  are  allured  by  Its  Solution  in  common 
Water  (k)  *,  and  it  is  upon  the  account  of 
Thefe  that  It  does  more  happily  promote 
the  Flowing  of  Metals  than  any  other  Salt- 
Powders  which  the  Workmen  make  ufe  of : 
Wherefore  fome  have  called  It  a  coagulated 
Aqua  Fortis. 

From  all  this  it  appears,  that  Authors 
do  vainly  Difpute  wherein  the  Noxious 
quality  of  Arfenick  refides,  flnce  the  Cafe 


(< b )  Cours  de  Chymie,  Fart  i.  Chap.  10; 

(i)  Lemery,  ibid. 

( k )  Vid.  Eman.  Konig  Regn.  Mineral,  and  Ebyle 
Htfiory  cf  Mineral  Water- s< 

I  2  here 
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here  is  plainly  much  the  fame  with  that  cf 
Sublimate  Corrofive  \  and  as  the  Salts  there 
together,  with  the  Mercurial  Particles,  do 
compofe  pungent  Cryftals ,  fo  without  all 
doubt  the  Regulus  of  this  Mineral  gives  a 
like  force  to  the  Saline  Bodies ,  which  with¬ 
out  this  weight  could  be  but  of  fmall  Effedh 
The  Main  difference  is,  that  i n  Arfenick  we 
have  an  addition  of  Sulphur ,  which  does 
not  only  ftrengthen  the  Action  of  the  other 
Parts,  in  that  as  a  Vinculum  it  keeps  them 
united  together *  *,  but  confifting  befides  of 
many  hot  and  fiery  Corpufcles,  promotes 
the  Inflammation  of  thofe  Wounds  which 
the  Cryftalline  Spicula  make  in  the  Mem¬ 
branes  of  the  Stomach. 

Upon  the  Score  of  fuch  a  Texture  and 
Make  as  this,  Arfenick  makes  no  Ebullition 
either  with  Alcalies  or  Acids  {a)  *,  and  as 
the  Regulus  of  It  being  cleared  from  mof!  of 
‘  its  Salts,  is  by  much  lefs  hurtful  than  the 
crude  Mineral  it  felf  j  fo  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Factious  White ,  in  which  there  is  a 
much  greater  Proportion  of  the  Saline  t» 
the  Metallick  Parts,  is  the  moft  Violent  of 
all  the  kinds,  fuperiour  in  Force  to  Mercury 
Sublimate . 

>  •  *  »  .  . 

—  . .  ‘  . -  . .  .  .  ,1— I  — 

[*)  Grew  ef  Mixture,  pag.  111.-246. 
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The  feveral  Hi  (lories  related  by  Wep~ 
fer  (b)  do  put  this  out  of  Queflion ;  It  is 
Sufficient  to  our  purpofe  to  mention  One* 

A  Dog  having  eat  fome  Fat  mixt  with 
White  Arfenick ,  died  the  next  Day  j  The 
upper  Part  of  the  Stomach,  when  opened, 
was  red  and  inflamed,  the  Coats  thinner 
than  ordinary,  the  bottom  of  It  was  covered 
with  a  fetid  Slime,  and  fome  peices  of  Fat ; 
The  Thin  Guts  were  fo  Corroded  as  to  be 
Fervious  in  Three  Places,  Two  of  the  Ul¬ 
cers  fo  large  that  they  would  eafily  admit 
a  Bean .  The  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  con¬ 
tain’d  a  yellowifh  Ichor  tinged  with  Blood. 

The  Cafe  being  thus,  one  would  won¬ 
der  what  ffiould  induce  Authors  to  prefcribe 
fo  Corrofive  a  Mineral  to  be  worn  uppn  the 
Pit  of  the  Stomach,  as  an  Amulet  againfl 
the  Plague.  This  Trick  we  may  well  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  Dangerous,  when  Lionardo  di 
Capo  a  (c)  tells  Us  of  a  Child  kill’d  by  the 
Violent  Vomiting  and  Purging,  occafioned 
from  a  (light  Wound  made  in  the  Head  by 
a  Comb  wet  writh  Oil  in  which  Arfenick  had 
been  infufed  ;  for  the  Pores  of  the  Body  be- 


( b )  Cicut.  aquat.  pag.  2^  4.  Sc  fcq, 

(c)  Inccrtczzu  dc  Med  ica  mens.  p,  m.  $2. 

ja, '  it  3  ing 
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Ing  opened  by  Heat  and  Exercife,  fome  of 
the  Noxious  Effluvia  may  eafily  Infmuate 
themfelves  into  the  Part  ;  accordingly  Cra- 
to  (d)  obferv'd  an  Ulcer  of  the  Bread:  caufed 
by  this  Application  *,  Verzafcha  (e)  Vio¬ 
lent  Pains,  and  fainting  Fits ;  Diemsr - 
brock  (/),  and  Dr.  Hodges  (g)9  Death  it 
felf. 

The  truth  of  the  Matter  is,  This  Practice 

*  .f  * 

feems  to  owe  its  Origine  to  a  (h)  Miflake, 
fome  of  the  Arabian  Phyficians  had  com¬ 
mended  Darfini  worn  in  a  Bag  for  a  Prefer- 
vative  in  Plague  Time  :  This  in  their  Lan- 
guage  fignifies  Cinnamon  ;  but  the  Latin  In¬ 
terpreters  retaining  the  fame  word  in  their 
Tranflations  ( as  was  frequently  done),  one 
or  other  afterwards  not  underftanding  its 
meaning,  and  deceived  by  the  likenels  of 
the  found,  ifubftituted  in  its  Place  Be  Arfe- 
nico ,  as  if  Darfini  were  all  one  with  Zarnich . 
"I 'he  Authority  of  the  firft  Author  ferved  to 
propagate  the  Error  •,  nor  were  Thole  want¬ 
ing  who  reafon’d  ypon  the  Matter,  and 


( J)  Epiitol.  1 68. 
f  c j  Ohjcrv ation  G<$. 

(f)  Dc  Pcfte  Hut.  99 

(r)  Be  Peite f  ondincnf.  p.  210. 

tU  A*  Deuiingius  de  Peite,  Pari  4.  SlB.  3.  c .3. 

found 

-  v; 
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found  it  agree  able  to  their  Philofophy,  that 
this  Mineral  fhould  draw  to  it  felf  and  con¬ 
center  the  Arfenical  Effluvia  out  of  the  Air, 
and  thus  fecure  the  Body  from  their  In¬ 
fection;  Thefe  being,  as  they  Imagined 
the  Common  Caufe  of  Peftilential  Difeafes. 

Having  thus  particularly  Difcourfed  of 
the  Nature  of  thefe  Two  Poifons,  I  fhall 
not  need  to  inhft  upon  any  more  out  of  the 
Mineral  Kingdom. 

All  of  Them  bear  fome  Analogy  to  the 
former,  and  are  more  or  lefs  Dangerous, 
according  as  their  Salts  receive  a  differing 
Force  from  the  Metallic  Particles.  For 
this  Reafon  as  we  ha  we  obferved,  that  the 
mofl  Virulent  may  be  mitigated  by  breaking 
the  Points  of  the  Saline  Cryftals ;  fo  on  the 
other  Hand,  the  moft  Innocent  Minerals 
may  become  Corrofive  by  combining  Them 
with  Salts,  as  we  fee  in  the  feveral  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  Silver ,  Antimony ,  Iron ,  &c. 


Poifonous  Plants. 

TO  Proceed  therefore  to  Vegetables ;  the 
molt  Notorious  of  Thefe  lor  Veno¬ 
mous  Juices  among  the  Ancients  were  Cicuta 
and  Aconiln ?n, 

I  4 
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Our  CEnanthe  Cicute  facie ,  viro/o , 

which  IVepfer  has  defcribed  by  the  Name 
of  Cicuta  Aquatica ,  and  of  the  difmal  Effefls 
of  which  in  fome  Children  who  by  miftake 
did  Eat  of  It,  He  has  wrote  a  large  Volume, 
was  very  probably  the  Cicuta  fo  much  in  ufe 
of  old,  efpecially  at  Athens ,  for  Killing - 
At  leafl  the  Violence  of  This  makes  It  a 
much  fitter  Inflrument  of  Death  than  the 

r  »  v 

common  Hemlock ,  which  is  not  by  far  of  fo 
Malignant  a  Quality.  ; 

Tho5  we  mull  withal  allow  differing  Cli¬ 
mates  very  confiderably  to  heighten  or  abate 
the  Virtues  of  Plants .  And  it  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  Improbable,  that  the  Poifon  with 
which  the  Athenians  took  away  the  Lives  of 
Malefa&ors  was  an  infpiflated  Juice,  com¬ 
pounded  of  That  of  Cicuta  and  other  Corro- 
five  Herbs  (i).  '  ■  ■  '* 

But  be  this  as  it  will;  The  alterations 

* 

which  V/epfcr  obfcrved  the  Roots  of  CEnan¬ 
the  to  make  in  the  Body,  were,  a  Violent 
Pain  and  Heat  in  the  Stomach,  Terrible 
Convulsions,  with  the  io fs  of  all  the  Senfes, 
Diftortiori  of  the  E;yes,  and  flowing  of  Blood1 
out  at  the  Ears,  The  Mouth  fo  faff  fhut 


(0  Vide  Wpfcr^  Pag.  Co, 
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that  no  Art  could  open  It,  Efforts  to  Vomit, 
but  nothing  thrown  up,  frequent  Hick- 
Coughs,  with  a  great  Diftenfion  and  Swell¬ 
ing,  efpecially  at  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach  % 
and  when  Death  had  concluded  the  Tragedy, 
a  continued  Running  of  Green  Froth  at  the 
Mouth.  •  '  ? 

Stalpart  van  der  Wiel  gives  us  the  like 
Account  of  Two  Perfons  killed  at  the  Hague 
by  the  fame  Roots  (k). 

In  a  Bog ,  who  for  Experiment’s  fake 
died  by  this  Poifon ,  The  Stomach  when 
opened  was  found  quite  Conft ringed ,  and 
Shut  up  at  both  Orifices ,  its  inward  Surface 
red,  with  livid  Spots  here  and  there  ;  the  in- 
tcffines  were  empty  ;  only  the  Return  con¬ 
tained  a  little  greenifh  Mucus.  .  . 

Thus  it  appears,  T hat  this  Plant  confiffs 
of  Hot,  Acrious  and  Corrofive  Parts,  which 
by  Rarefying  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach,  rfnd 
Wounding  its  Nervous  Membrane,  are  the 
Caufeof  all  thofe  Diforders  which  do  imme¬ 
diately  follow; 

For  upon  the  Senfe  of  a  violent  Irrita¬ 
tion  and  Pain ,  the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves  is 
prefently  in  large  Quantities  determined  to* 


the  Part  affefted  ;  and  this,  if  the  Stimulus 
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be  not  over  great,  will  be  only  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree  as  is  Sufficient,  by  contracting  the  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Stomach,  and  Mufcles  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  to  throw  off  the  Caufe  of  the  Dis¬ 
agreeable  Senfation  ;  but  the  uneafy  Switch¬ 
ing  being  too  terrible  to  be  borne,  the  Mind, 
by  a  kind  of  Surprize,  does  with  Hafte  and 
Fury  as  it  were  Command  the  Spirits 
thither.;  Thus  the  Bufinefs  is  overdone, 
and  the  ACtion  of  the  Fibres  becomes  fo 
flrong,  that  the  Orifices  of  the  Stomach  are 
quite  clofed  *,  fo  that  in  (lead  of  discharging 
the  Noxious  Matter,  the  lorment  is  made 
greater,  and  the  whole  CEeconomy  put  into 
Confufion. 

This  forcible  Contraction  of  the  Muf¬ 
cles  was  the  Reafon  that  one  of  the  Children 
which  Wepfer  faw,  made  Urine  in  the  midft 
of  the  Agony,  to  the  heighth  of  Five  or  Six 
Foot,  with  a  Strength  and  violence  Sur¬ 
prizing  to  the  Spectators. 

Nor  is  it  any  wonder,  if  in  thefe  Cir - 
cumffanccs  all  Senle  be  loll.  Blood  gufh  out 
at  the  Ears ,  Nojlrils ,  &c.  the  Parts  being  all 
torn  and  broke  by  the  Violence  of  the  Con - 
vuljions ;  which  tho*  they  began  in  the 
Mufcles  of  the  Belly,  mud  at  raft  prevail 
in  the  Members  too,  till  the  whole  Fabrick 
is  ihock’d  and  overturned  ;  and  Some  of  the 

Cer- 
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Cerrofive  Salts  perhaps  getting  into  the 
Blood,  and  by  the  Rarefraftion  of  It  Dh 
Rending  the  Veflels,  The  Membranous 
Coats  q{  which  being  already  overftretched*, 
will  the  more  eafily  give  way,  and  let  our 
their  Fluid. 

• 

The  Cafe  of  Aconitum  is  much  the  fame; 
th  is  is  cur  Napellus  or  MoHkJhood ;  and  its 
Effedls  do  fo  nearly  agree  w  ith  rhofe  now. 
related  of  CEnanthe ,  that  I  fhall  not  need  to 
recite  Them  ;  the  Experiments  of  (a)  JVepfer 
are  full  and  convincing.  And  indeed  as 
all  the  Hiftories  which  this  fame  Author  has 
fp  carefully  given  Us  of  Trials  made  with 
feveral  Vegetable  Pojfons,  Solatium,  Nux 
Vomica  Cocculus  In  die  us,  &c.  on  different 
Creatures,  do  put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  that 
tfe  common  Mifchief  of  <Thefe  is  a  Twitch¬ 
ing  and  Inflammation  of  the  Stomach  ;  Jb 
it  appears  from  hence,  that  Virulent  Plants , 
altho*  they  may  be  diflinguiflied  even  from 
qne  another  b /  particular  Virtues ,  do  how¬ 
ever  Kill  by  a  like  Operation  and  Force, 
which  differs  chiefly  in  Degree  from  that  of 

N o xious  Minerals. 

*  •  / 

v*—  ~  . . . . . . 

(a)  Pags  176,^. 

* 

An 
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A  n  d  therefore  in  order  to  know  what  the 
Spedfick  Qualities  of  any  fuch  Herbs  are, 
they  muff  be  given  only  in  very  fmall  Dofes  ; 
and  then  perhaps  it  would  appear,  that  they 
are  not  made  (as  fome  do  imagine)  to  be  de¬ 
leterious  and  deftructive,  but  for  very  Good 
and  Beneficial  Ufes ;  as  we  do  particularly 
Experience  in  the  Cafe  of  Opium. 

Nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange,  that  the  Symp¬ 
toms  from  a  Vegetable ,  and  from  a  Mineral 
Virulency,  fhould  be  fo  different,  altho*  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  only  of  unequal  force  ; 
for  the  more  folid  Parts  of  Minerals ^  eroding 
the  Coats  of  the  Stomach,  induce  a  perfed: 
Mortification  and  Gangrene;  and  thus  do 
their  Work  at  once  *,  whereas  the  weaker 
Salts  of  Plants  can  make  but  a  (lighter  Ex - 
conation ,  upon  the  painful  Senfe  of  which 
thofe  Agonies  and  Convulfions  that  follow 
do  rather  gradually  exhauft  the  Strength  ;  and 
thus  the  Animal  is  not  kill’d  fo  fpeedily,  nor 
with  the  fame  Appearances. 

Upon-  this  Score,  tho*  Mineral  Poifons 
do  not  pafs  the  Primee  Vice,  Vegetable  ones 
in  fome  Cafes  poffibly  may  ;  jull  as  we  find 
Thofe  Medicines  which  have  a  great  Degree 
of  irritation  prefently  to  induce  a  Vomiting  ; 
whereas  the  lame  Twitching  a  little  weaken- 


/  /  ^  . 
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tj- 

buffers  them  to  pdfs  into  the  Inteftins,  and 
Work  downwards  by  Stools, 

By  this  we  may  perhaps  give  fome 
Guefs  at  the  Nature  of  thofe  Poifons ,  with 
which  they  tell  us  the  Natives  in  fome 
Parts  of  Africa  and  India  are  ib  expert  at 
Killing,  that  they  can  do  It  in  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time  as  they  pleafe,  Thefe  are  moft 
probably  either  the  Fruits ,  or  the  Infpiffa  ted 
Juices  of  Corrofive  Plants,  which  inflaming 
the  Bowels,  may  caufe  little  Ulcers  there, 
whofe  Fatal  Confequences,  we  know,  may 
very  well  be  flow  and  lingering. 

This  I  am  the  rather  induced  to  believe, 
becaufe  an  Ingenious  Surgeon ,  who  liv’d  in 
Guinea ,  told  Me,  that  the  Antidote  by  which 
the  Negroes  would  fometirnes  Cure  thofe 
who  were  poifoned ,  was  t  he  Leaf  of  an  Herb 
which  purged  both  upwards  and  downwards. 
For  by  this  means  the  Stomach  might  be 
cleared  from  the  adheirng  Corrofive  Parts  of 
the  Venom.  Yet  I  can  hardly  think  it  poilible 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  fhould  be  able, 
by  varying  the  Compofition  or  Quantity  ot 
the  Dofe ,  to  afcertain  the  Time  in  which  It 
fhall  Kill,  to  a  Week.  Month,  &'c  nor  in¬ 
deed  have  I  ever  met  with  anv  Per  ion  who 
could  attefl  this  to  be  Matter  of  Fa:L 

•rr|  _  _ 
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Tho5  repeated  Trials  and  Obfervations 
may  help  one  well  pra6tifed  in  fuch  Tricks 
to  give  notable  Conjectures  in  this  Point. 

The  Ancients  indeed  pretended  much, 
the  fame  thing  with  their  Acomtum ,  of  which 
They  feem  to  have  made  a  kind  of  Secret 
and  Myftery  *,  as  we  learn  from  Theophra- 
fius  ( a )  who  fays.  The  ordering  of  this  Poi- 
fon  was  different y  according  as  it  was  de- 
figntd  to  Kill  in  Two ,  Three  Months ,  or  a 
Tear :  But  this  he  relates  only  as  a  common 
Tale  or  Opinion ,  and  not  as  a  Story  to  which 
Himfelf  gave  any  manner  of  Credit. 

It  is  very  plain,  that  the  common  Cure 
of  all  Poifons  of  this  kind,  mull  be  by  free¬ 
ing  the  Stomach  as  foon  as  poffible  from  the 
Corrofive  Vellicating  Particles,  and  defend¬ 
ing  the  Membranes  from  their  Acrimony, 
by  fuch  Things  as  are  of  a  Smooth,  Oily  and 
Lubricating  Subfiance. 


(a)  Iiift  Flant.  /.  9 .  c.  16, 
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ESSAY  the  Fourth, 


O  F 

OPIU 

TH  E  Ancients  having  Experienced 
that  Opium  would  oftentimes  Kill, 
tho’  taken  in  no  large  quantity,  ranked  It 
with  Poifo?is ,  and  gave  it  the  firfl  Place 
among  Phofe,  which  from  their  Stupifying 
Quality  They  call’d  K arc  otic, 

T  rue  indeed  it  is  that  We  do  every  Day 
find  This  to  be,  in  a  fmall  Dofe,  one  of  the 
moft'  Noble  Remedies  in  the  World.  But 
it  is  not  worth  the  while  to  engage  in  the 
Controverfy  warmly  debated  by  fome  Au¬ 
thor  j,  how  far  Poifons  are  Medicinal  ;  fince 
it  is  notorious  enough,  that  Medicines  do 
fomie times  prove  Poifonous.  And  take  the 
Matter  as  We  pleafe,  it  may  ferve  to  very 

200  i 
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good  Purpofes  to  .underftand  the  manner  of 
Operation  of  fo  Celebrated  a  Drug ,  and 
help  Us  in  a  great  Meafure  to  afcertain  its 
Ufe  in  different  Cafes,  if  we  are  beforehand 
rightly  apprized  of  Its  Nature  and  Way  of 
A  fling.  , 

<  In  order  hereunto,  it  is  neceffary,  befides 
fome  other  Prcecognita ,  fince  one  of  the 
chief  Virtues  of  this  Medicine  is  Hypnotic ,  to 
Define  diftinflly  .what  Sleep  is,  or  rather, 
(to  avoid  Confufion  and  Difputes  about 
Words)  what  difference  there  is  between  an 
Animal  Body  when  afleep  and  when  awake . 
For  I  fuppofe  the  Hiftory ,  Manner  of  Pre¬ 
paring,  &c.  of  Opium  to  be  already  fufEcient- 
3y  known.  4  f  : 

First  then.  There  is  no  One  but  knows 
that  in  Sleep  there  is  a  Ceffation  from  Aft  ion. 
When  Waking  we  Walk,  Difcourfe,  Move 
this  or  that  Limb,  but  in  natural  and 
undifturbed  Reft  there  is  nothing  of  all  thefe ; 
that  is,  whereas  being  awake,  we  do  per¬ 
form  feveral  Motions  by  the  voluntary  Con- 
traflion  of  our  Mufcles  ;  when  afleep,  thofe 
Mufcles  only  are  Contrafled  whofe  Aflion. 
is  in  a  manner  Involuntary ,  or  to  which  die 
Mind  has  always  fo  conflantly  determined 
the  Spirits,  that  it  does  it  by  a  Habit ,  with¬ 
out  the  Intervention  of  the  Reafoning  Fa- 
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eulty  ;  fuch  are  Thofe  of  the  Heart  and 
Bread. 

So  that  there  is  at  this  time  a  kind  of  Re¬ 
laxation  or  Loofenefs  of  the  moving  Fibres 
of  the  feveral  Members  ;  or  at  lead  fuch  a 
quiet  Pofition  and  State  of  them,  by  which  all 
the  Antagonift  Mufcles  are  in  ah  Equilibrium 
and  Equality  of  A&ion,  not  overpowering 
one  another.  For  this  indeed  feems  to  be 
one  great  Defign  of  Sleep,  to  recover  to  the 
Parts  overdretched  by  Labour  their  former 
Tone  and  Force;  and  therefore  we  do  n  atm 
rally,  when  compofing  our  felves  to  Reft; 
put  our  Body  into  that  Podure  which  does 
mod  favour  the  particularly  wearied  Limbs, 
and  conduce  to  this  end. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  very  plain  that 
there  is  in  Sleep  not  only  a  Red  and  Suf~ 
penfion  from  Afling  of  mod  of  our  Bodily 
Organs,  but  even  of  oiir  Thinking  Faculty 
too.  That  is  (for  I  would  prevent  Cavils) 
a  ceafing  from  fuch  Thoughts,  as  when  wake- 
ing  We  are  exetcifed  about,  which  we  dd 
Refleff  upon,  and  Will  to  employ  our  Mind 
with.  For  tho*  Dreams  are  Thoughts,  yet 
they  are  but  imperfefl  and  incoherent  Ones? 
and  are  indeed  either  fo  faint  and  Languid 
Reprefentations ,  as  to  be  confident  with  our 
Sleep,  as  feme  may  be ;  or  elfe  if  they  be 
drong  and  lively,  they  are,  as  every  one 
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knows,  the  Interruption  and  Difturbance 
of  It. 

From  hence  It  will  follow,  .that  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Arterial  Fluid  111  uft  be.  Ceteris 
paribus ,  more  fedate,  even  and  regular,  in 
the  time  of  Sleeping  than  Waking  *,  For, 
befides  the  various  Alterations  which  in 
the  latter  State  this  receives  from  the  feveral 
PaJJions  of  the  Mind,  the  very  Contractions 
of  the  Mufcles  themfelves  in  Exercifes  of  the 
Body  do  differently  forward  its  Courfe  ; 
whereas,  in  Sleep  the  force  of  the  Heart  and 
Pebtoral  Mufcles  being  more  conflant  and 
uniform,  gives  it  a  more  calm  and  equally 
continued  Impulfe. 

He  n  c  e  alfo  it  will  come  to  pafs,  that  the 
Influx  of  the  Liquor  of  the  Nerves  into  the 
Organs  of  the  Body,  as  alfo  its  Reflux  to¬ 
wards  the  Brainy  is  in  Sleep  either  none,  or 
very  inconfiderable  •,  that  is,  that  this  Fluid 
has  at  this  time  but  little  or  no  Motion ,  For 
his  Mufcular  Action  and  Senfation  that  require 
It  to  be  thus  determin’d,  this  way  or  that, 
which  are  now  hardly  any.  And  yet  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Blood  at  the  Brain,  this  Juice 
will  dill  be  feparated  there,  fit  to  be  derived 
into  its  Canals  or  Tubes.  So  that  by  this 
means  there  will  be  a  kind  of  Accumulation , 
or  laying  up  in  Store,  of  Spirits  for  the  Of¬ 
fices  and  Requirements  of  Waking . 


Thus 
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Thus  <  We  may  in  fhort  look  upon  the 
Time  of  U^atching,  as  the  Time  of  Wearing 
out',  or  the  Definition  of  the  Animal  Fa- 
brick  ;  and  the  Time  of  Sleep,  as  that  in 
which  it  is  repaired  and  recruited  ;  not  only 
Upon  the  Account  of  what  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned  concerning  the  Nervous  Liquor,  but 
alfo  with  refpedt  to  all  the  other  Parts.,  as  well 
Fluid  as  Solid.  For  ASfion  does  neceflarily 
by  Degrees  impair  the  Springs  and  Organs  5 
and  in  Motion  fomething  is  continually  a- 
braded  and  ftruck  off  from  the  Diftraflile 
Fibres,  which  cannot  otherwife  be  reftored 
than  by  their  being  at  reft  from  Tenfiorii  Be- 
fides.  that,  fuch  a  regular  and  fteady  Ccurfe 
of  the  Blood,  as  we  have  obfervcd  to  be  in 
Sleep ,  is  by  far  more  fit  and  proper  for  Nu¬ 
trition,  or  an  Appofition  of  Parts  to  the 
Veffels,  which  an  uneven  Hurry  of  It  is 
more  apt  to  tear  off  and  waffi  away. 

The  Cafe  being  thus*  it  is  very  plain 
that  whatfoever  can  induce  fuch  a  Difpofi- 
tionof  the  Fluids  and  Mufcular  Parts  of  the 

Body,  as  this  we  have  defer i bed will  fo  far 

'  '  .  \  '■**  ,  .  .  ,  , 

caufe  Sleepinefs.  And  in  like  manner,  when 
any  thing  interpdfes  and  hinders  this  Com- 
pofednefs  and  Tranquility,  the  removing  of 
the  Impediment'  will  be  the  caufing  of  Sleep  $ 
inaimuch  as  this  is  only  reducing  die  Animal 
C Economy  to  its  right  State,  in  which  by  na- 
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tural  Order  there  nil] ft  be  a  Succeflion  of 
Sleeping  and  W aking. 

Thus  it  appears  how  neceffarily  continued 
Exercifes  do  make  Us  Sleepy ,  fince  Thefe 
do  exhauft  the  Juice  of  the  Nerves  ;  that  is, 
both  lelfen  its  Influx  into  the  Organs  of  Mo¬ 
tion,  and  incline  the  Mind  not  to  determine 
it  any  longer  that  way,  upon  the  account  of 
the  Pain  and  Uneafinefs,  with  which  too 
violent  a  Ten fion  of  the  Parts  is  always  at¬ 
tended  •,  which  therefore  we  niuft  needs  de¬ 
fire  to  Relax,  or  lay  to  Reft. 

That  Sleepinefs  which  follows  upon  a 
Fulnefs  of  the  Stomach  after  Eating  or  Drink¬ 
ing,  is  owing  to  a  different  Caufe  ;  and  does 
indeed  fo  nearly  fall  in  with  the  Effects  of 
Opiate  Medicines,  that  it  requires  a  particu¬ 
lar  Confi  deration. 

As  Hunger ,  or  the  Emptinefs  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  is  a  painful  Senfation  ;  fo  the  fatisfy- 
ing  or  removing  of  This,  is  a  pleafmg  or 
agreeable  One.  Now  all  Pain  is  a  Stimulus 
upon  the  Part  affected  *,  and  This,  we  all 
know,  being  attended  with  Contractions  of 
the  pained  Membranes,  caufes  a  greater  Af¬ 
flux  than  ordinary  of  the  Nervous  Juice  that 
way.  On  the  other  Hand,  Pleafure ,  or  a 
delightful  Senfation  in  any  part,  is  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  fmooth  Undulation,  and  eafy 
Reflux  of  the  Liquor  of  the  Nerves  towards 

the 
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the  Brain.  This  is  as  it  were  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  Mind,  with  which  being  Taken 
up ,  it  does  not  Determine  the  Spirits  to  the 
Organs  of  Motion  ;  That  is,  there  is  fuch 
a  Relaxation  of  the  Mufcular  Fibres,  and 
fuch  a  Difpofition  of  the  Nervous  Fluid,  as 
we  have  obferved  to  be  necefTary  to  Sleep. 

This  is  the  Reafon  of  that  Chillinefs  in 
the  Limbs,  which  we  commonly  Complain 
of  after  a  good  Feaft. 

If  it  feem  ftrange  that  a  Pleafure  in  the 
Stomach  fhould  fo  powerfully  Iufluence  the 
Mind  ;  let  it  be  confidered,  on  the  other 
Hand,  how  violent  Effefts,  an  uneafy  and 
difagreeable  Senfe  in  the  fame  Part  does  pro¬ 
duce  ;  what  a  terrible  Agony  Two  or  Three 
Grains  of  Crocus  Metallorum  throws  the 
whole  Fabrick  into  ;  how  readily  the  Fluid 
of  the  Nerves  is  with  a  more  than  Ordinary 
Impetus  determin’d  and  commanded  into  the 
Mufcles  of  the  Stomach  and  Abdomen ,  in 
order  to  throw  off  the  Enemy,  and  remove 
the  ungrateful  Senfation. 

Now  the  Confequences  which  we  have 
nfcribed  to  a  pleafing  Senfe  in  this  Part^ 
are  only  juft  the  contrary  of  thefe  we  find 
the  oppoiite  Affeflion  of  Pain  induces.  And 
indeed  I  lea  fur  e  and  Tain  are  Two  great 
Springs  of  Adlionin  the  Animal  (Economy ; 
The  Changes  they  make  in  the  Fabrick  are 
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the  Caufes  of  many  Effects  which  feem  fur- 
prizing  ,  becaufe  we  do  not  regard  the  Me- 
chanifm  by  which  they  are  produced  :  But 
thefe  mud  be  more  confiderable  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  than  any  where  elfe  ;  This  Part  being, 
for  very  wife  Purpofes,  of  fo  acute  a  Feeling, 
that  fome  Philofophers  have  for  this  Reafon 
thought  it  to  be  the  Seat  of  the  Soul. 

Besides  this  Confideration,We  mud  take 
notice,  that  the  Stomach  being  didended 
with  Food,  predes  upon  the  defeending 
I’runk  of  the  Aorta ,  and  thus  caufes  a  greater 
Fulnefs  of  the.Veffels  in  the  upper  Parts  *, 
whereupon  the  Brain  is  loaded,  or  the  Deri¬ 
vation  of  Spirits  into  the  Nerves  diminifhed, 
and  Unaclivity  or  Drowfincfs  infues.  From 
hence  proceed  Thofe  Flujhings  in  the  Face, 
Rednefs,  IFc  after  plentiful  Eating  or  Drink- 
ing,  mod  Viable  in  Thole  whofe  VelTels 

.p  /  ■ 

are„Lax  and  Weak,  as  in  Exhauded  and 
JXe&ick  Perfons  they  more  efpeciaHy  are. 

Thus  we  may,  without  the  A  didance  of 
the  New  Chyle  entring  into  the  Veffels,  ac¬ 
count  for  that  Inclination  to'  Sleep  which 
follows  upon  a  full  Stomach  *,  Tho’  we  mud 
alfo’  allow  the  Diftention  from  Ibis  to  be  a 
confiderable  Caufe  of  the  fame  Effect ;  But 
this  does  nothappen  immediately,  nay,  fome- 
times  perhaps  not  within  Two  or  Threp 
Flours  alter  Eating  and  therefore  the  lud- 
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den  Drowjhiefs  muft  ( as  well  as  the  prefent 
Refrefhment  and  Reviving  which  Meat 
gives)  be  .chiefly  owing  to  fome  more  fpeedv 
Alteration. 

W e  come  then  in  the  next  Place  to  Opium 
it  felf :  The  Chymical  Analyfis  of  (a)  which 
does  out  of  one  Pound  afford  of  a  Volatile 

*  T. 

Spirit  of  the  like  Nature  with  that  drawn 
from  Harts-Horn,  Five  Ounces  and  Five 
Drachms  ;  of  a  Fetid  Oil ,  One  Ounce  Two 
Drachms  and  a  half  ;  of  Caput  Mortuimy 
fmelhng  like  Spirits  of  Harts-Horn,  Seven 
Ounces  and  Six  Drachms. 

The  Virtues  therefore  of  Opium  are  owino- 

A  4  -r  ;» •  w  C3> 

to  a  volatile  Ale  aline  Salt,  intimately  mixt 
and  combin’d  with  an  oily  fulphurous 
Subftance.  The  Effects  of  which  wp  muft 
cpnflder,  firft  of  all  upon  the  Stomach,  and 
afterwards  when  they  have  paffed  the  Prime 
Vie,  upon  the  Arterial  Fluid  it  felf 

An  agreeable  Senfation  produced  in  the 
Stomach,  together  with  a  Diftenfion  of  its 
Membranes,  we  obferved  before  to  be  the 
Caufe  of  that  Sleepinefs  to  which  we  are  fo 
prone  after  Eating.  The  One  of  Thefe  in¬ 
gages  the  Mind,  the  Other  adds  upon  the  . 
Body.  For  Pleafure  amufes  the  Soul,  as 


(a)  Vid.PItcarn.  ds  Cl rculationc  Sanguinis  in.  am- 
oalibuf,  2q> 
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it  were,  fothat  it  does  not  Think,  or  exer> 
cife  itfelf  about  any  outward  Objeds  •,  that 
is,  Is  inclined  to  Reft,  And  the  Fulnefs  of 
theVeflels  in  the  Brain,  Checks  and  Hinders, 
in  fome  Meafure,  the  Derivation  of  the 
Nervous  Juices  into  the  Organs, 

Now,  They  who  take  a  moderate  Dofe 
of  Opium ,  efpecially  if  not  long  accuftomed 
to  It,  are  fo  transported  with  the  pleafing 
Senfes  it  induces,  that  They  are,  as  they 
oftentimes  exprefs  themfelves  in  Heaven  ^ 
andtho’  They  do  *ot  always  Sleep,  f  which* 
4  proceeds  from  the  Prefentation  of  pleafing 
Images  to  the  Mind,  being  fo  ftrong,  that 
like  Dreams  they  do  over- ingage  the  Fancy, 
and  fo  interrupt  the  State  of  Reft )  yet  they 
do  however  enjoy  fo  perfect  an  Indolence 
and  Quiet,  that  no  Happinefs  in  the  World 
can  furpafs  the  Charms  of  this  agreeable 
Extafyi 

Thus  we  have  from  this  Medicine,  but 
in  a  far  more  eminent  Degree,  all  thole 
Effects  which  we  obferved  to  follow  upon 
that  grateful  Senfe  in  the  Stomach  which  a 
moderate  Fulnefs  produces.  For  no  Bodies 
are  fo  fit  and  able  pleafingly  to  affedl  our 
fenfible  Membranes,  as  thofe  which  confift 
of  Volatile  Part’?  ,  whofe  Activity  is  tempered 
and  allay’d  by  the  Smoothnefs  of  fome  Lu¬ 
bricating  and  Oily  ones,  which  by  lightly 
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Rarefying  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach,  and 
caufing  a  pleafant  Titillation  of  Its  Nervous 
Coat,  will  induce  an  agreeable  Plenitude* 
and  entertain  the  Mind  with  Ideas  of  Satif- 
fa&ion  and  Delight. 

The  Cafe  being  thus.  We  eafily  fee 
upon  what  Mechanifm  the  other  Virtues  of 
Opium  do  depend,  Its  Eafing  Pains,  Check¬ 
ing  Evacuations,  £dV.  not  only  in  that  the 
Mind  being  taken  up  with  a  pleafing  Senfe, 
is  diverted  from  a  difagreeable  One ;  But  all 
Pain  being  attended  with  a  Contraction  of 
the  Part,  that  Relaxation  of  the  Fibres 
which  is  now  caufed,  eludes  and  defiroys 
the  Force  of  the  Stimulus, . 

In  like  Manner  in  immoderate  Secretions 
there  is  molt  commonly  an  Irritation  of  the 
Organs,  the  Removal  of  which  will  abate 
the  Difcharge.  And  herein  lies  the  Incrajfat- 
ing  Quality  of  this  Medicine,  in  that  the 
Twitching  •  $enfe  upon  the  Membranes  of 
the  Lungs,  Bowels,  Cfc.  being  now  leffened, 
the  fharp  FJumour  is  fuffered  to  lodge  there 
in  a  greater  quantity  before  it  is  fo  troublefome 
as  to  be  thrown  off  and  expell’d  ;  it  being 
till  qne,  as  if  there  were  no  Irritation  of  the 
Part,  if  the  uneafy.  Senfe  thereof  be  not  re^ 
garded  by  the  Mind. 


Th ess  EffeCts  will  all  b 


heightrted 
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Blood ;  which  is  hereupon  Rarefied,  and 
Diftends  its  Veflels,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
Brain  ;  and  thus  does  fbilL  to  a  greater  De¬ 
gree  Ieflen  the  Influx,  of  the  Nervous  Fluid 
to  the  Parts,  by  prelim  g  upon  the  little  ST«- 
bulij  or  Canals,  thro'  which  it  is  derived. 

i 

'  This  is  the  Reafon  of  that  Difficulty  of 
Breathing ,  which  They  do  for  a  time  Expe¬ 
rience  who  take  thefe  kind  of  Medicines  ; 
This  Symptom  being  infeparable  from  the 
Rarefaction  of  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  a'Ctipn  of 
Opium  is  very  Analogous  to’ that  of  other 
Volatile  Spirits,  only  that  a  fmall  Portion 
of  It  has  a  force  equal  to  that  of  a  greater 
Quantity  of  moil  of  Them. 

This  is  very  evident  in  Thofe  who  ac- 
cuft£>m  Them fe Ives  to  take  large  Dofes  of 
It  as  the  tfurks  and  Perfians  do  to  that 
Degree,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  there 
to  Eat  a  Drachm  or  Two  at  a  tirpe  *,  for  the 
EffeCis  of  It  in  Them  are  no  other  than' 
downright  Brunkenne  fs  ■,  upon  which  ac„ 
count  (t>)  it  is  as  common  a  frying  with 
Them,  and  on  die  fame  Occafion,  He  has 
cat  Opium  ;  as  with  Us,  lie  has  drank  too 
much  Wine. 

N eithlr  indeed  do  The/  ot her w i fe 
bear  fuch  large  quantities  of  It,  than  our 
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* Tipplers  will  a  great  deal  of  Brandy  ;  that 
is,  by  habituating  themfelves  to  It  by  de¬ 
grees,  beginning  with  fmall  Dofes,  and  re¬ 
quiring  fbill  more  and  more  to  raife  them¬ 
felves  to  the  fame  Pitch .  Juft  as  (y)  Galen g 
tells  Us  of  a  Woman  at  Athens ,  who  by  a 
gradual  Ufe  had  brought  herfelf  to  Take 
without  any  hurt,  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
Cicuta  or  Hemlock.  Which  Inftanee  is 
the  more  to  our  Purpofe,  becaufe  Nic.  Fon- 
tanus  ( d )  knew  one  who  being  Recovered  of 
the  Plague,  and  wanting  Sleep,  did,  with 
very  good  JEffeft,  eat  Hemlock  for  fome 
time,  till  falling  Ill  again  of  a  Fever,  and 
having  left  off  the  Ufe  of  this  Remedy,  He 
endeavoured  to  procure  Reft  by  repeated 
Dofes  of  Opium ,  which  (Nature  having 
been  accuftomed  to  a  ftronger  Alterative? 
had  no  Operation,  tjll  the  help  of  Cicuta 
was  again  call’d  in  with  defired  Succefs. 

It  is  a  fufficient  . Confirmation  of  all 
this  Reafoning,  that  Proffer  Alpinusfc)  ob- 
ferved  among  the  Egyptians,  thofe  who  had 
been  accuftom’d  to  Opium,  and  were  faint 
and  Languid  thro’  want  of  It,  (as  Drinkers 


(r)  Simpf  Metlicam.  Facultl  f.  s.  c.  D. 
(d)  Relponf.  &,  Curat.  Mcdic.y..  16: 
U  Mid ic in;  fEgyptl  /.  4.  c.  2 .. 


i4o  Of  Op  turn . 


are  if  they  have  not  their  Spirits )  to  be  re¬ 
covered,  and  put  into  the  fame  State  of  In¬ 
dolence  and  Pleafure,  by  large  Dofes  of 
Cretic  Wine  made  hotter  by  the  Infufion  of 
Pepper ,  and  the  like  flrong  Aromaticks. 

Noli  is  it  perhaps  amifs  to  remark,  that  in 
Maniacal  People  as  is  frequently  obferv’d, 
a  Quadruple  Dofe  of  Opium  will  fcarce  pro¬ 
duce  any  confiderable  Effe6t :  Now  in  Per- 
Tons  fo  affected,  the  Mind  is  deeply  ingaged 
and  taken  up  with  fome  Images  or  other,  as 
Love,  Anger,  &c.  fo  that  it  is  not  to  be  fo 
cafily  moved  or  diverted  by  thofe  pleafing 
Reprefentations  which  it  would  attend  to  at 
another  Time,  and  upon  which  the  Vi  i  tues  of 
this  Medicine  do  in  a  great  meafure  depend. 
Befides  this,  thofe  who  are  Maniacal  do  to  a 
wonder  bear  the  Injuries  of  Cold,  Hunger, 
&c.  and  have  a  prodigious  Degree  of  Muf- 
cular  Force,  which  argues  the  Texture  of 
their  Blood  to  be  very  flrong,  and  the  Colue- 
lion  of  its  Globules  great ;  fo  that  the  fpiritous 
Parts  of  the  Opiate  cannot  make  that  Dif- 
jundtion  and  Rarefaction  of  this  Fluid  in 
them,  which  does  in  ordinary  Bodies  and 
Conilitutions. 

Many  are  the  Improvements  which  might 
be  made  of  this  Theory,  with  Relation  to 
the  Pradlice  of  Phyfick  •,  but  thefe  will  be 
obvious  enough  to  one  inilrudled  in  the  Ani¬ 
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T o  conclude  then  as  to  the  Subject  in  hand, 
it  is  very  plain  that  there  needs  no  more  to 
make  Opium  prove  ddlru&ive  or  a  Poifony 
than  to  take  too  great  a  Quantity  of  it  •,  for 
then  it  muft  inflame  the  Stomach,  and  rarefy 
the  Blood  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  VefTels 
cannot  again  recover  their  Tone,  whereupon 
Apoplectic  Symptoms,  &c.  will  infue. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  I  forced  into 
the  Stomach  of  a  fmall  Dog  about  half  a 
Drachm  of  Crude  Opium  difiolved  in  Boil¬ 
ing  Water.  He  quickly  Vomited  it  up  with 
a  great  Quantity  of  Frothy  Spittle  ,  but  re¬ 
peating  the  Trial,  by  holding  up  his  Head, 
and  beating  him,  I  made  him  retain  Three  or 
Four  Dofes,  intermitting  between  each  about 
a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  •,  when  he  had  thus 
taken,  as  I  could  guefs,  near  Two  Drachms, 
I  watch’d  him  about  an  Hour,  then  he  began 
to  Sleep,  but  prefently  ftarted  up  with  Con- 
vulfions,  fell  into  univerfal  Tremblings,  his 
Head  c'onftantly  twitched  and  fhaking,  he 
breathed  fhort  and  with  Labour,  loll  intirely 
the  Ufe  firftofhis  hinder  Legs,  and  then  of 
the  Fore  ones,  which  were  ft  iff  and  rigid  like 
Sticks.  As  he  lay  Snorting,  to'  haften  his 
Find,  I  was  giving  him  more  of  the  Solution, 
but  on  a  hidden  his  Limbs  grew  limber,  and 
he  Died, 


Opening- 


Of  Opium, 

Opening  his  Stomach ,  I  found  it  wonder- 

t  * 

fully  diflended,  tho*  empty  of  every  thing 
but  fome  Water  and  Opium  ;  Parcels  of  Fro¬ 
thy  Mucus  fwimming  in  it  •>  the  Infide  was 
ns  clean  as  if  feraped  and  waflied  from  all 
the  Slime  of  the  Glands,  with  fome  Rednefs 
here  and  there,  as  in  a  beginning  Inflamma¬ 
tion.  The  Pilorus  was  contracted.  The 
Blood  Veflels  of  the  Brain  were  very  full ; 
and  I  took  out  a  large,  Grume  of  Concrete 
Blood  from  the  Upper  Part  of  it,  cutting  into 
the  Sinus  Longitudinalis ,  as  is  not  uncommon 
in  Apoplectic  Carcaflcs ;  but  found  no  extra- 
vafated  Serum  in  the  Ventricles }  nor  among 
any  ol  the  Membranes. 

As  to  the  Cure  of  fuch  a  Cafe;  befides 
other  Evacuations,  Acid  Medicines  and 
Lixivhl  Salts  muft  certainly  do  Service  ; 
thefeby  their  Diuretic  force  caufmg  a  Deple¬ 
tion  of  the  Veflels.  This  is  the  Foundation 
upon  which  Starky  compounded  his  Pacific 
PUL  Generous  Wine  which  the  Ancients  gave 
for  an  Antidote,  can  be  no  other  ways  ufe- 
ful  than  as  it  diflolves  the  P^efinous  Clammy 
Part  of  the  Opium  flicking  to  the  Coats  of 
the  Stomach,  and  fo  forwards  its  Expulfion 
by  other  Helps,  which  caufe  a  contra&ion  of 
the  Mufcular  Fibres. 

ESSAY 
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BEsides  tliefe  alfeady  treated  of,  there 
is  yet  another  way  of  being  Poifoned \ 
and  that  is  by  Venomous  S teams  and  Exha - 
lations ,  or  a  Poifonous  Air  taken  into  the 
Body  by  the  Breath. 

This  is  notorious  enough,  and  Authors  do 
upon  many  Occafions  make  mention  of  it; 
but  when  they  come  to  explain  the  parti¬ 
cular  Manner  how  this  kills,  they  molt 

commonly 
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commonly  reduce  it  to  fome  of  the  Poifons 
which  prove  deftru&ive  by  being  admitted 
into  the  Stomach,  alledging  that  Malignant 
Fumes  and  Airs  are  therefore  fatal,  becaufe 
impregnated  with  Arfenical  MercuYial ,  and 
the  like  Deleterious  M id? pclta  or  Particles, 
they  do  convey  thefe  into  the  Blood  ;  which 
being  of  a  very  Corrofive  Nature,  mud:  ne- 
ceffarily  do  hurt  both  to  the  Fluid  and  Solid 
Parts. 

And  indeed  that  the  Fumes  of  thefe  fame 
Minerals  are  very  pernicious,  and  Air  fill’d 
with  their  Atoms  very  unfit  for  Refpiration, 
is  moil  certain ;  but  to  Argue  from  hence, 
that  all  deadly  Vapours  and  Malignant  Airs 
owe  their  Mifchief  to  thefe  only,  is  too  fond 
and  ill-grounded  a  Conceit  ^  fince  upon  a  due 
Enquiry  it  will  appear,  that  there  may  be, 
and  are,  Mortiferious  Exhalations  from  the 
Earth,  infedling  the  Air,  of  a  Nature  fd 
different  from  any  of  thofe  Poifons ,  that  the 
very  Subflance  from  which  they  arife  may 
noL  be  at  all  hurtful,  tho’  taken  into  the  Sto¬ 
mach  it  felf. 

Venomous  Steams  and  Damps  from  the  Earth 
the  Latins  in  one  Word  call’d  Mephites  (a). 


(a) '  V  irgil.  7.  f".  84. 

- -Sjcvamq;  ^iulat  opacs  Mephitim. 

Vui.  Semum  ibid. 
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This,  as  many  other  'Tufcan  Words,  comes 
ffbm  a  Syriac  Theme,  which  fignifies  to 
blow  or  breathe  {h). 

And  in  ancient  Times  feveral  Places  were 
notorious  for  ’em  ;  fo  the  Mephitis  of  Hiera - 
polls  was  very  Famous,  of  ^vhich  Cicero  Ga~  ‘ 
ten,  but  more  particularly,  and  from  his  own 
Sight  and  Knowledge, Strabo  (c)  makes  men-1 
tion. 

SucH  another  was  the  Specus  CoryciuS  irl 
Cilicia ,  which  upon  the  Account  of  its  ftink- 
ing  deadly  Air,  fuch  as  is  thought  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  Modth  of  Dragons ,  which  the 
Poets  give  to  Typhon,  was  call’d  Cubile  (Tp 
phonis.  This  Fompon.  Mela  ( d )  defcribes ; 
atid  it  is  indeed  as  ancient  as  Horner ,  (<?)  j  for 
Arima ,  in  which  he  places  it,  was,  as  Df-' 
dimus  fays,  a  Mountain  of  Cylicia. 

Neither  are  fuch  Fumes  as  thefe  infre¬ 
quent  Now-a-days ;  and  tho*  moftiy  taketl 
notice  of  In  Mines,  Pits,  and  other  Subter¬ 
raneous  Places,  yet  they  are  fometimes  met 
with  in  the  Surface  of  the  Earth  too,  efpe- 
cially  in  Countries  fruitful  of  Minerals,  or 
pregnant  with  Imbowelled  Fires  v  fuch  are 

«  •  •  .1  .1  _ _ _ C  t  »  j- 

(b)  Sciiiger.  Coitjed.  in  VarrOii. 

[c)  Lib.  13. 

w  De  Situ  Orb.  /.  l.c.  13. 

ty)  ’£/k  tdi  <pa<xi  Tuebtof 

lb  fa  v.  7S3. 

‘L  *  Hungary 
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Hungary  and  Italy ,  which  latter  (as  St* 
nee  a  (f)  obferves)  has  always  been  more  than 
any  other  remarkable  for  ’em, 

I  fhall  therefore,  having  had  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  feme  Remarks  upon  One 
the  moil  Famous  of  all  in  thofe  Parts*  give 
as  good  an  Account  as  I  can  of  That^  and  its 
manner  of  Killing  *,  which  tho?  I  dare  not 
affirm  to  be  univerfally  applicable  to  any 
Mephitis  whatfoever,  yet  feems  plainly  to  be 
the  Cafe  of  moil  of  ’em ;  and  where  it  is 
not*  this  fimple  Mifchief  will  only  be  found 
to  be  complicated  with  another  ;  and  then 
fome  extraordinary  Symptoms  or  Appear^ 
ances  in  the  Animals  kill’d,  will  eafily  make 
a  Difcovery  of  the  Additional  Venom  and 
Malignity. 

This  Celebrated  Mofeta>  taken  notice  of, 
(or  at  Icafl  fome  other  hereabouts)  even  in 
the  Time  of  Pliny  (g),  is  about  Two  Miles 
diflant  from  Naples ,  juft  by  the  Lago  dXg- 
nano ,  in  the  way  to  Pozzoli  or  Puteoli ,  and 
is  commonly  call’d  la  Grotti  dP  Caniy  be- 
caufe  the  Experiment  of  its  deadly  Nature  is 
frequently  made  upon  Logs  -,  tho1  it  be  as 
certainly  fatal  to  any  other  Animal,  if  it 
come  within  the  reach  of  its  Vapour ;  for 


(f)  Nat.  Quaeft.  /.  6.7.  28,  • 

(g)  Nat.  Hift,  1,  2.  c.  92. 

-  .  Charles 
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Charles  the  Eighth  of  France  proved  it  fo 
upon  an  Afs  *,  and  two  Slaves  put  into  it  by 
Order  of  D.  Pietro  di  Toledo^  Viceroy  of  Na~ 
flesy  with  their  Heads  held  down  to  the 
Earth,  were  both  killed  (hj. 

5Tis  a  fmall  Grotta  at  the  Foot  of  a  little 

j. .  •'  **'  _ - 

Hill,  about  Eight  Foot  high,  Twelve  long, 
and  Six  broad  ;  from  the  Ground  arifes  a 
thin,  fubtle,  warm  Fu?ney  vifible  enough  to 
a  difcerning  Eye,  which  does  not  fpring  up 
in  little  Parcels  here  and  there*  but  is  one 
continued  Steam,  covering  the  whole  Sur¬ 
face  of  tfie  bottom  of  the  Cave  *  and  has 
this  remarkable  Difference  from  common 
Vapours,  that  it  does  not,  like  Stnoak,  difl 
perfe  itfelf  into  the  Air,  but  quickly  after 
its  rife  falls  back  again,  and  returns  to  the 
Earth  •,  the  colour  of  the  Sides  of  the  Grotta 
being  the  Meafure  of  its  Afcent ;  for  fo  far 
it  is  of  a  darkifh  Green*  but  higher,  only 
common  Earth,  and  this  is  aboutTen  Inches. 
And  therefore  as  my felf  found  no  Inconve¬ 
nience  by  ffanding  in  it,  fo  no  Animal  if  its 
Head  be  kept  above  this  Mark  is  in  the  leafl 
injured :  But  when  (as  a  manner  is)  a  Dog* 
or  any  other  Creature,  is  forcibly  held  below 
it,  or  by  reafon  of  its  fmallnefs  can’t  hold  its 
Head  above  it,  Itprefently,  like  one  flunn’d, 

i/o)  Li|  di  Capoa  delle  ICldfet.  fag,  37. 

E  z  lofes 
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lofes  all  motion,  falls  down  as  Dead,  or  in  a 
Swoon,  the  Limbs  convulsed  and  trembling, 
till  at  laft  no  more  lign  of  Life  appears  than 
a  very  weak  and  aim  oft  Infenfible  beating  of 
the  Heart  and  Arteries,  which  if  the  Ani¬ 
mal  be  left  there  a  little  longer,  quickly 
ceafes  too,  and  then  the  Cafe  is  irrecover* 
able  ;  But  if  fnatch’d  out,  and  laid  in  the 
open  Air,  foon  comes  to  Life  again,  and 
fooner  if  thrown  into  the  adjacent  Lake . 

In  this  fhort,  but  accurate,  Hiftory  of 
the  Grotta  de'  Cam ,  I  have  fet  down  thofe 
Particulars  which  do  not  only  diftinguifh 
Mephitical  Exhalations  from  common  and 
innocent  Fumes,  butalfo  give  Hints  fufficient, 
I  think.  Mechanically  to  determine  the  Rea- 
fon  and  Manner  of  their  furprifing  Effe&s. 

And  not  to  fpend  time  in  refuting  the 
Opinions  of  Others,  I  lhall  only  take  No¬ 
tice,  that  here  can  be  no  fufpicion  of  any  true 
Venom  or  real  Poyfon  j  if  there  was,  it  were 
impoffible  that  Animals  taken  out  of  the 
Grotta ,  fhould  fo  immediately  recover  the 
Effects  of  it,  without  any  remaining  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Faintnefs  and  Sicknels,  or  fuch 
like  Symptoms  as  thofe  fuffer  who  have 
been  breathing  in  an  Air  impregnated  with 
malignant  corrofive  Effluvia.  Befides,  that 
the  Venomous  Corpufcles  would  certainly, 
in  fome  Degree  at  leaft,  infeft  the  Air  in 

tire 
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the  upper  Part  of  the  Cave,  which  continues 
pure,  and  fit  for  Refpiration.  Neither  in¬ 
deed  after  what  manner  foever  this  Poifon  be 
imagined  to  Act,  whether  by  diffolving  or  coa¬ 
gulating  the  Blood,  could  its  Efficacy  be  fo 
fudden  and  momentaneous,  without  fome 
Marks  of  it  in  the  Creatures  killed,  when 
opened,  which  yet  do  difcover  nothing  of 
this  Nature  extraordinary,  neither  in  the 
Fluid,  nor  in  the  Solid  Parts. 

In  order  therefore  to  underftand  where¬ 
in  this  deadly  quality  Con  fills  ;  I  fay  in  the 
firft  Place,  that  Life,  fo  far  as  it  refpedts 
the  Body,  is,  in  one  Word,  the  Circulation 
of  the  Blood  *,  that  is,  its  motion  in  Conical 
JDiftractile  Veffels  from  the  Heart  to  the 
Extreme  Parts,  and  its  Return  to  the  Heart 
again  by  the  fame  Canals  inverted  ;  For, 
9tis  upon  this  that  all  Animal  Fundtions,  all 
Senfe  and  Motion,  Voluntary  and  Involun¬ 
tary,  do  depend  *,  do  that  the  regularity  of 
this  Courfe  is  the  Meafure  of  Health,  or  the 
mod  perfedl  Life,  as  its  Various  Irregulari¬ 
ties  are  the  Qccafions  of  Sicknefs  and  Dif* 
eafes,  or  a  beginning  Death. 

Now  all  the  Animal  Operations  and 
Offices  which  proceed  from  this  Circulation, 
are  the  Effects  of  feveral  Secretions  of  Li¬ 
quors  of  very  different  Natures  out  of  the 
Lnie  Fluid  Mafs  •,  it  was  therefore  abfo- 

L  3  •  lutely 
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lutely  neceftarv  that  the  Blood  before  It  be 
diftribnted  to  the  Organs  fhould  be  fo  com- 
minuted  and  broken,  as  that  no  Cohasfion 
of  its  Parts  fhould  hinder  the  Separation  of 
thefe  Juices  from  It,  when  it  Arrives  with 
a  determinate  Force  at  the  Orifices  of  the 
Secretory  Veffels. 

This  Work  is  done  in  Its  PafTage  thro5 
the  Lungs ,  by  the  repeated  Compreflion  of 
the  Air  in  thofe  Bladders  upon  the  Arteries, 
with  wonderful  Contrivance  aifpers’d  among 
’em  (a).  Herein  lies  the  Ufe  and  Neceffity 
of  Refpiration  ;  and  the  fudden  Mifchief  of 
Stopping  it,  in  that  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood 
being  to  pafs  this  way,  upon  a  Check  here 
there  prefently  infues  a  Stagnation,  that  is, 
a  Ceffation  of  all  Animal  Functions,  or 
Death  *,  Which  will  be  the  more  fpeedy,  if 
not  only  no  Air  is  ihfpired,  but  a  Fluid  of  a 
quite  different  Nature  from  It  fucceeds  in 
its  Place. 

Wherefore  it  muff  be  obferved,  that 
this  good  Effedt  of  the  Air  is  performed  by 
its  Elafticity  ;  And  that  no  Fluid  whatfoever, 
that  we  know,  befides  is  Elaftic ,  at  lead  to 

r  • 

any  conffderable  Degree,  that  is,  has  a  Facul¬ 
ty  of  expanding  and  dilating  it  fclf  when 
compreffed  *,  No,  not  Water ,  as  near  as  That 
is  thought  to  approach  to  Air  in  its  Nature: 


( a)  VicL  A-Idlnigh  de  Pulmoii. 


A  N  D 
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And  now  as  to  the  prefen  t  Cafe,  I  took 
notice  before  that  this  Vapour  is  one  continued 
and  uninterrupted  Steam ,  and  that  quickly 
after  Its  rife  it  falls  down  again  •,  that  is,  that 
it  has  little  or  no  mixture  of  Air  with  It,  or 
no  Elafticity  j  and  is,  on  the  other  Hand, 
very  heavy,  when  forfaken  by  the  Force  of 
Heat  that  drove  it  upwards. 

So  that  I  make  no  Queftion,  but  that 
Animals  in  this  Place  do  inftead  of  Air  in- 
fpire  Mineral  Fumes ,  that  is,  a  thin  watery 
Vapour,  impregnated  with  fuch  Particles,  as 
do,  when  united  together,  compofe  folid  and 
heavy  Malfes  •,  which  is  fo  far  from  helping 
the  Courfe  of  the  Blood  thro*  the  Lungs ,  that 
it  rather  expels  the  Air  out  of  the  Veficula , 
and  ftraitens  the  Palfage  of  the  Blood  Veffels, 
by  its  too  great  Gravity ;  whereupon  the 
Bladders  are  relaxed  and  fubfide,  and  the 
Circulation  is  immediately  Interrupted.  But 
if  the  Animal  be  in  time  removed  out  of  this 
Steam,  that  fmall  Portion  of  Air  which  does 
after  every  Exfpiration  remain  in  the  Veficulce^ 
may  be  powerful  enough  to  drive  out  this 
Noxious  Fluid  *,  efpecijilly  if  the  Head  of  the 
Creature  be  held  downwards,  that  fo  its  Gra¬ 
vity  may  forward  its  Expulfion  ;  or  It  be 
thrown  into  Water,  which  by  affifting,  upon 
the  account  of  its  Coldnefs,  the  Contradlion 
of  the  Fibres,  promotes  the  retarded  Circle 
l  .  L  4  q£ 
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of  the  Blood  *,  as  we  every  Day  experience 
in  a  Deliquium  Animi ,  or  Swooning  Fit. 

Tho’  if  this  Stagnation  be  continued  too 
long,  no  Art  can  renew  Life,  no  more  than 
in  One  perfectly  ftrangled  ;  nor  will  the  Lake 
of  Agnano  it  felf  be  ot  any  Service ;  which 
ihews  that  there  is  no  fingular  Virtue  in  That 
Water  beyond  any  other  j  nor  is  it,  as  fome 
have  fondly  Imagined,  a  Peculiar  i\ntidote 
to  the  Poifon  of  the  Grotta , 

The  bad  Effefts.  of  fuch  Fumes  as  This 
will  be  the  more  certain,  becaufe  the  Infpired 
Mineral  Particles  twitch  and  irritate  the 
Membranes,  which  are  hereupon  contracted 
to  that  Degree,  as  not  to  be  able  to  recover 
thlir  Tone,  and  fo  the  Force  ^nd  Action  of 
the  Lungs  is  quite  loft. 

It  appears  from  all  This  not  tp  be  at  all 
necefiary  to  make  any  farther  Enquiry  into 
the  Particular  Nature  of  thefe  Mineral  Parti¬ 
cles,  fince  they  do  in  this  Cafe  aft  chiefly 
by  their  Gravity \  which  is  common  to  ’em 
all,  Tho’  indeed  the  Greenijh  Colour  of  the 
Earth,  together  with  its  Subacid  Tafte,  very 
much  (as  L.  di  Capo  a  obferves)  like  to  that 
of  the  Phlegm  of  Vitriol ,  feem  to  declare 
them,  if  not  altogether,  yet  principally  at 
Jeaft,  to  be  Vilriolick . 

To  conclude  this  Part  of  our  Difcourfe  ; 

I  think  it  a  fuflicient  Confirmation  of  tigs 

Keafoning 
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Reafoning,  that  in  Frogs  kill’d  in  this  Grottay 
thcBladders  of  the  Lungs  ( more  vifibly  other- 
wife  and  diflinft  in  thefe  Creatures  perhaps 
than  in  any  other)  were  found  fubfided,  and 
quite  Empty  of  Air  (A).  But  if  any  one  de¬ 
fires  a  farther  Proof,  he  may,  according  to 
thefe  Principles,  make  (as  Lionardo  di 
Capoa  (c)  did)  an  Artificial  Mephitis  %  for 
i  f  Antimony )  Bifmuth 9  or  any  other  fych  Mi¬ 
neral  be  finely  powdered,  and  moiftened  with 
Aqua  Fortis ,  or  Spirit  of  Nitre ,  there  will 
arife  a  great  Heat,  and  a  thick  dark  Smoak, 
in  which,  as  in  the  Grotta  dey  Cani ,  Torches 
are  extingui fil’d,  and  Animals,  tho*  but 
flowiy,  {lifted  and  killed.  And  this  Effect 
will  be  more  fenfible,  and  equal  to  the  moft 
Violent  Mephitis ,  if  the  Antimony  or  Mar* 
kafite  be  mix’d  with  Bitumen ,  and  the  Spirit 
of  Nitre  or  Aqua  Fortis ,  intirely  depurated 
from  all  its  Phlegm. 

And  thus  I  have  fhewn  ho.w  Death  may 
enter  at  the  Noflrils,  tho’  nothing  properly 
Venomous  b$  infpf  ed.  It  were  perhaps  no 
difficult  Matter  to  make  it  appear,  how  a, 
lefier  Degree  of  this  Mifchief  may  produce 
Effects,  tho’  feemingly  very  different  from 
thefe  now  mention’d,  yet  in  reality  of  the 

(b)  Yid.  L.  di  Capoa  Mofet.  pag.  40. 

U )  Pag.  128. 
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fame  Pernicious  Nature  *,  I  mean,  how  fuch 
an  Alteration  of  the  common  Air  as  renders 
it  in  a  manner  Mephitical ,  that  is,  increafes 
its  Gravity ,  and  leffens  its  Elafiicity ,  /which 
is  done  by  too  much  Heat,  and  at  the  fame 
time  too  great  a  Proportion  of  watery  and 
other  grofler  Particles  mixt  with  it)  may  be 
the  Caufe  of  Epidemick  Difeafes,  and,  it 
may  be  more  efpecially  of  thofe,  which  by 
Reafon  of  their  untoward  Symptoms,  are 
ulually  call’d  Malignant. 

For  it  is  very  Remarkable,  that  Hig$o~ 
crates  (a)  obferved  the  Conflitution  of  the 
Air,  which  preceeded  Peftilential  Fevers, 
to  be  great  Heats ,  attended  with  much  Rain 
and  Southern  W  inds  ;  and  Galen  (h)  takes 
Notice,  that  no  other  than  a  mcift  and  hot 
Temperament  of  the  Air  brings  the  Plague 
it  felf  *,  and  that  the  Duration  of  this  Con- 
ilitution  is  the  Meafure  of  the  Violence  of 
the  Peftilence.  Lucretius  (c)  is  of  the  fame 
Mind,  for  in  his  admirable  Defcription  of 
the  Plague  of  Athens ,  Th eft  Difeafes,  fays 
He,  either  come  from  the  Air  or  arife  from 
the  Earth. 


( rf)"Epidcm.  1.  2,  £5  3. 

(b)  De  Temperajrienr.  /.  1 .  c.  4.  Sc  Coinmcntar.  iA 
Epidem.  1.  3. 
ir)  L.  6.  v.  ico8. 
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—  Ubi  Putrorem  humida  naff  a  eft 

Intemp  efiyis  Pluviifq*,.  Solibus  iff  a. 

In  fhort,  the  general  Hiftories  of  Epide - 
mick  Diftempers  do  almoft  conftantly  Con- 
firm  thus  much,  and  would  have  done  it  more, 
if  the  vain  Notion  of  Occult  Venoms  had  not 
prepoffefs’d  the  Minds  of  Authors,  and  made 
Them  regardlefs  of  the  manifeft  Caufes. 

And  This  is  notorious  enough  in  thofe 
Countries  where  Malignant  Difeafes  are  molt 
rife  ;  Thus  it  is  a  very  common  Obfervatioa 
in  the  E aft -Indies ,  that  during  the  dry  Heats 
the  Seafon  is  Healthful,  but  when  the  Rains 
fall  immediately  upon  the  Hot  Weather, 
then  untoward  Fevers  begin  to  threaten. 

The  fame  is  obferv’d  in  Africa  •,  for  (as 
Joan.  Leo  ( d)  relates J  if  Showers  fill  there 
during  the  Sultry  Heats  of  July  and  Auguft , 
the  Plague  and  Peftilential  Fevers  infue  there¬ 
upon,  with  which  whofoever  is  infeded  hard¬ 
ly  efcapes, 

And  here  I  might,  by  reflecting  on  the 
Ufe  and  Neccfilty  of  Refpiration ,  and  the 
particular  Manner  of  performing  It,  (of 
which  I  have  hinted  fomething  already,)  and 
confidering  withal  the  true  Nature  of  Fevers , 
eafily  fhew  how  fuch  a  Conftitution  of  the 

[d]  Hi  ft  or.  Afric.  L  1.  c.  Vid.  Pure  has’  Pilgrims, 

I  6.  c.  i» 
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Air,  as  this  is,  muft  necefTarily  produce  fuch 
Effedts  *  might  run  over  the  Proportions  of 
Bellini ;  which  as  they  do  plainly  evince 
Malignant  and  Peflilential  Fevers  to  be  owing 
to  a  vifeid  and  tenacious  Lent  or  or  Slime, 
which  at  firft  obftrudts  the  Capillary  Arte¬ 
ries,  and  afterwards  being  difTolved  by  Heat, 
Ferments  with  the  Blood,  and  changes  it 
into  a  Mafs  unequally  Fluid  and  Glutinous, 
and  therefore  unfit  for  all  the  Operations  of 
the  Animal  (Economy  •,  fo  it  wpuld  be  no 
uneafy  Talk  to  prove,  that  Air  at  the  fame 
time  Hot  and  Moijl „  being  lefs  able  to  com¬ 
minute  and  break  the  Arterial  Fluid  in  the 
Lungs  than  is  necefiary,  in  order  to  prepare 
it  for  Secretions,  it  is  no  wonder,  if  when 
the  Blood  palling  through  the  Capillary  Vef- 
fels  arrives  at  the  Secretory  Organs,  the  Co- 
haefion  of  its  Parts  not  being  fufHciently  re¬ 
moved,  inftead  of  deriving  fevera l  Juices  out 
of  it  into  the  Glands,  it  leaves  its  mod  Glu¬ 
tinous  and  Vifeid  Parts  flicking  about  the 
Orifices  of  thefe  Veffels  ;  which  tho’  they 
may  at  firft  be  walk’d  away  by  the  repeated 
Impulfes  of  the  iuccpeding  Blood,  yet  the 
Caufe  continuing,  and  thefe  Strokes  growing 
ftill  Weaker  and  Weaker,  (from  a  leffor 
(Quantity  of  Spirits  being  lcparated,  and 
hence  a  more  languid  Contraction  of  the 
Heart)  thefe  ObilruClions  are  increas’d  ta 

that 


Venomous  Exhalations ,  &c.  t 

that  Degree  as  not  to  be  remov’d,  till  by  the 
Violent  Agitation  of  a  greater  Heat,  this 
Slimy  Mucus  is  thrown  into  the  Blood  again, 
and  there  in  the  Nature  of  a  berrhent  fodL 
flurbs  its  Mixture ,  and  changes  its  Compares 
as  to  make  it  a  Fluid  of  quite  different  Pro¬ 
perties,  that  is,  altogether  unfit  for  the  fame 
Functions  or  Offices. 

This  Effedl  will  be  the  more  certain,  be- 
caufe  a  damp  Air  upon  the  Surface  of  the 
Body  checks  infenfible  Perfpiration,  fo  that 
a  great  Quantity  of  this  being  detained,  the 
Obflrudlions  are  Fill  greater  in  the  fmall 
Tubes ;  whereas  indeed  upon  the  Account  of 
a  more  than  ordinary  Hear,  this  Difcharge 
ought  now  to  be  in  an  increafed  Proportion. 

Such  a  Difpofition  of  the  Blood  as  this 
the  Ancients  call’d  Putrid  •,  and  to  fpeak 
plainly,  it  is  a  Beginning  Stagnation,  with  a 
Succeeding  Heat  and  Fermentation. 

Nor  would  it  be  amifs  here  to  take  No¬ 
tice,  how  unjuftly  feme  Authors,  having 
quitted  the  Confideration  of  plain  Caufes  for 
Occult  Venoms  and  Deleterium  quid ,  have 
brought  in  the  V  [fome thing  Divine)  6f 
Hippocrates  (e)  to  favour  their  fond  Hypothec 
/is  v  tho*  His  bell  Interpreter  Galen ,  under* 


(n)  Aognoltic.  r.  Sc  Galen.  .Comment. 
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flood  by  this  Expreflion  no  fuch  thing  as  they 
mean  ;  but  on  the  other  Hand,  only  the  7 na- 
nifeft  Conftitution  of  the  a?nhient  Air ,  fuch  as 
himfelf  has  defcribed  in  his  Aphorifms  (/),  and 
which  is  exactly  the  fame  with  That  We  have 
been  difcourfing  of. 

And  therefore  not  only  does  Mina  dons. 
rightly  Remark  (g)9  that  in  his  whole  Epi- 
demicks ,  Hippocrates  never  once  mentions  any 
Venom  or  Poifon  as  the  Caufe  of  Malignant 
Difeafes •,  But  the  Divine  old  Man  himfelf 
in  another  Treatife  (h )  exprelly  teaches  Us, 
that  All  Maladies  do  equally ,  or  one  as  much 
another ,  proceed  from  the  Gods ,  there  being 
nothing  more  Divine  in  this  than  in  that ,  each 
acknowledging  its  own  Natural  and  Manifefd 
Caufe. 

But  I  willingly  wave  inftfting  upon  thefe 
Heads,  as  well  as  the  Hints  which  might  be 
taken  from  this  Theory,  of  fome  Ufe  per¬ 
haps  in  the  Cure  of  thefe  Diftempers  ;  And 
leave  it  to  our  Phyficians  to  judge  upon  how 
good  Grounds  They  do,  in  Cafes  of  this 
Nature,  under  the  Notion  of  Alexipharmicks , 
give  fuch  Medicines  as  raifc  a  great  Heat 
both  in  the  Stomach  and  Blood  •,  only  pray- 


■(f)  Seff.  3.  Apb  1  i. 

(g)  De  Febre  Malign.  L  7 :  c\  1 1; 

(h)  Dc  Acre,  Locis,  &  JVcjuis. 
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ing  Them  to  take  care,  lead  while  They 
are  ingaging  the  Animal  Spirits  in  War  with 
Malignities ,  they  do  fend  treacherous  Aux¬ 
iliaries  to  the  fuppofed  weak  Party  *,  that  is, 
that  they  either  raife  new  Tumults  and  Dif- 
orders  of  worfe  confequence  than  the  Ori- 
girHl  Mifchief ;  or  at  leaft,  by  clogging  the 
Wheels,  and  throwing  Dull  upon  the  Springs 
of  the  fineil  Machine  in  the  Creation,  do 
check  and  interrupt  the  A£tion  of  Na¬ 
ture  (0,  when  ’tis  employ’d  about  the  molt 
Nice  and  Critical  Work. 

Neither  can  I,  tho1  an  Occafion  b- 
Fairly  offered,  by  any  means  be  induc’d  to 
intermeddle  in  the  Controverfy  of  thofe  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  by  the  help  of  two  Words  are 
made  Mailers  both  of  Philofophy  and  Phy- 
fick  ;  I  mean,  the  Violent  Affertors  of  Acid 
and  Alkali.  Thefe  fcanty  Principles  fall 
infinitely  fhort  of  that  vail  Variety  there  is 
in  the  Works  of  N  ature ;  However,  for 
their  Sakes  who  are  as  yet  advanced  no 
farther,  I  will  advife  the  contending  Par¬ 
ties  (becaufe  little  good  is  got  by  Quarrek 
ling)  to  think  of  a  Union,  and  if  they  can 
find  no  Remedies  but  out  of  thefe  two 
Tribes,  to  make  Ufe  of  fuch  as  reiult  from 


(i)  Yvcriis  Nih&j'  llippocr.  Ep'J.  6. 

a  pru- 
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z  prudent  Mixture  of  fome  out  of  Each 
if  this  Projeft  does  not  take,  to  Refolve 
however  on  both  Sides,  To  Diftinguiffi  the 
differing  Times  of  the  fame  Difeafe,  and 
know,  that  as,  on  the  one  Hand ,  Acid  Me¬ 
dicines  Ire  oftentimes  as  certainly  hurtful  in 
the  latter  End,  as  they  do  fervice  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Fever ;  fo ,  on  the  other, 
thofe  which  are  Alcdlious  muft  neceffarily  for 
the  fame  Reafon  do  mifchief  in  the  firft  Pe¬ 
riods,  for  which  they  are  profitable  in  the 
laft  Days  of  the  Diftemper. 

By  what  Mechanifm  this  comes  to  pals 
They  will  eafily  under ftand,  when  they  have 
] earn’d  what  Alteration  fuch  things  as  thefe 
are,  do  make  in  the  humane  Body  ;  nor  will 
it  then  be  a  difficult  Matter  to  convince 
Them,  That  He  is  equally  a  fond  Slave  to 
an  Hypo  thefts,  who  becaufe  Acids  are  fome 
times  of  great  Service  in  Fevers,  concludes 
that  their  Origine  is  Alcalious ;  as  He  who 
knowing  that  Stagnating  and  Fermenting 
Juices  do  eafily  turn  to  Acidity ,  from  thence 
Argues  that  Alcalies  are  the  only  Cure  of 
this  Stagnation  and  Ferment. 

But  Dr.  Pitcarne  ( k )  has  abundantly  de~ 
monftrated  the  Weaknefs  of  Thefe  Men’s 


(/fjDifTertatio  de  opera  quam  p'rxftant  corpora  aciJ^  vel 
akafica  in  Curationc  Morborum. 
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Reafonings,  and  the  Vanity  of  fuch  I m me¬ 
chanical  Theories. 

And  here  I  would  put  a  Period  to  this 
Part  of  the  Difcourfe,  were  it  not  that  thefe 
Diftempers  being  fometimes  Contagious ,  and 
Contagion  being  juftly  reputed  a  real  Toifon , 
it  may  be  worth  the  while  to  examine,  a 
little  what  this  is,  and  wherein  it  confifts  * 
more  efpecialy,  becaule  feme  may  perhaps 
be  apt  to  think  this  to  be  an  Argument  of 
an  Occult  Venoms  being  the  Firft  and  Ori¬ 
ginal  Caufe. 

We  are  therefore  to  take  Notice,  that 
when  a  Fever  is  communicated  by  way  of 
Infection)  from  one  already  Difeafed,  this 
moll  commonly  happens  in  the  latter  End  of 
theDiftemper,  that  is,  (as  we  before  difeourfed 
concerning  the  Hydrophobia )  when  the  Fer¬ 
menting  Blood  is  throwing  off  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  its  a&ive  Fermentative  Particles  upon 
the  Glands  of  the  moft  conftant  and  eafy  Se¬ 
cretion  '9  fuch  are  thofe  in  the  Surface  of  the 
Body,  and  the  Mouth  and  Stomach  j  By  this 
means  therefore  the  Liquid  of  infenfible' 
Perfpiration,  and  the  Sweat  is  impregnated 
with  thefe  M/ceV^ctra,  and  thus  the  ambient 
Air  becomes  fill’d  with  ’em  ,  fo  that  not  only? 
as  Bellini  Argues  (/),  may  fome  of  thefe 

(/)  De  Fcb.ib.  Prop.  27 . 
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Effluvia  infinuate  themfelves  into  the  Blood 
of  a  found  Perfon  thro’  the  Pores  of  the  out¬ 
ward  Skin,  but  alfo  in  Infpiration  thro’  the 
Membrane  of  the  Lungs ;  for  He  has  in  ano¬ 
ther  Place  (m)  demonftrated  how  the  Air,  or 
fomething  from  It,  may  this  way  come  to 
be  mix’d  with  the  Arterial  Fluid  *,  And  thus 
the  like  Ferment  will  be  raifed  Here,  as  was 
in  the  Originally  Diftempered  Subjedb. 

This  may  be  One ,  but  there  is  perhaps 
another ,  yet  more  dangerous  manner  of  In- 
fettion ,  and  that  is,  by  the  Breath  of  the 
Difeafed  taken  in  by  a  By-ftander,  efpecially 
in  the  laft  Moments,  feizing  the  Stomach , 
and  fixing  a  Malignity  There.  For  it  is 
upon  this  Score,  that  Thofe  who  are  Inf  eft  ed 
do  prefently  complain  of  an  extreme  Pain 
and  JXaufea  in  the  upper  Orifice  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach  ;  and  that  all  Authors  do  agree  in  the 
admirable  Ufe  of  Vomits  timely  given  in  this 
Cafe  *,  Thefe  by  their  Stimulating  Force  re¬ 
moving  the  very  Minera  of  the  Difeafe  ; 
and  likewife  that,  oftentimes  in  Peftilential 
lilneifes,  the  Stomach  when  opened  has  been 
found  Gangren’d  and  Mortify’d.  This  made 
Van  Helmont  (#),  who  had  obferved  this  Part 
in  one  kill’d  by  a  Plague  Infection ,  perfora¬ 
ted  and  eroded  in  feveral  Places,  no  other- 

(/» )  De  Motu  Cordis,  Prop.  9. 

(n)  Tumulus  Pettis,  peg.  m.  1 6 3  172. 
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wife  than  He  had  feen  in  one  Poifoffd  by 
Arfenick ,  conclude,  that  the  Plague  for  the 
moft  Part  begins  in  the  Stomach  from  a  coa¬ 
gulated  Tartar  there. 

Here  in  lies  the  Difference  of  Contagion  ^ 
from  the  firfl:  Invafion  of  Malignant  Diftem- 
pers  ;  the  Effeds  of  the  One  are  the  Caufc 
and  Beginning  of  the  Other ;  and  therefore 
it  is  no  wonder,  if  tho’  the  Symptoms  in 
the  former  are  by  a  gradual  Increafe  wrought 
up  to  their  height,  they  do  however  in  the 
latter,  even  at  the  very  firft,  difeover  their 
ill  Nature  and  Violence,  and,  like  a  rein¬ 
forc’d  Eneidy,  by  furer  Strokes  make  quicker 
Dilpatch.  And  this  alfo  is  the  Reafon  of 
the  great  Increafe  of  Funerals  in  PlagueTime* 
in  that  One  Death  is  thus  added  to  Another. 

If  it  be  difficult  to  explain  the  particular 
manner  how  the  Stomach  comes  to  be  thus 
affeded,  We  muff  nor  therefore  deny  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Fad: ;  and  may  however  probably 
conjecture,  that  the  laft  Breath  of  one  dying 
of  a  Malignant  Diftemper  proves  thus  per¬ 
nicious,  ia  that  Thefe  fermenting  adiive 
Particles  which,  as  we  juft  now  obferv’d, 
the  Blood  difeharges  upon  the  Glands  of  the 
Mouth,  Stomach ,  Lungs ,  &c.  impregnating 
the  Air  in  its  Paffage  thro’  thefe  *,  when  the 
fame  happens  to  be  immediately  infpired  by 
a  found  Perfon,  it  may  eafily  taint  the  Salt* 

M  2  val 
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val  Juices  in  the  Mouth,  which  are  very 
Glutinous,  and  of  a  fermenting  Nature,  and 
therefore  fufceptible  enough  of  Contagious 
Effluvia,  but  efpecially  of  fuch  as  proceed 
from  the  fame  Liquor  infe&ed  in  the  Sick 
Party.  Now  the  Spittle  is  continually  fwal- 
lowed  down  into  the  Stomach,  and  fo  will 
quickly  imprefs  its  Labes ,  or  ill  Quality,  on 
fo  tender  and  fenfible  a  Part ;  that  is,  will 
lodge  thefe  Corrofive  Salts  (for  fuch  We  may 
fuppofe  the  Particles  of  Infection)  in  the  Se¬ 
cretory  Dudis ;  whereupon  the  Glands  being 
obflrubted,  little  'Tumors  are  by  the  afflux 
of  their  Fluid  rais’d  here  and  there,  which 
breaking  become  (mail  Ulcers ,  and  produce 
that  difmal  Train  of  Symptoms  which  we 
have  already  related. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  no¬ 
tice,  that  all  Authors  do  agree.  One  great 
Gaufe  of  Peftilential  Diftempers,  efpecially 
in  Armies  and  Camps,  to  be  dead  Bodies  ly¬ 
ing  expofed  and  rotting  in  the  open  Air }  The 
Reafon  of  which  is  plain  from  what  we  have 
been  advancing  •,  For  Battles  being  generally 
fought  in  the  Summer  Time,  it  is  no  wonder 
if  the  Heat  acting  upon  the  unbury’d  Carcaffles , 
and  Fermenting  the  Juices,  draws  forth  thole 
above  Particles,  which  in  great  quantities  fill¬ 
ing  the  Atmofphere,  when  they  are  infpired 
and  let  into  the  Stomach,  do  affeft  It  after 
the  manner  already  defended.  To 
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To  illuftrate  this  Matter,  I  fliall  relate  a 
remarkable  Story  told. Me  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Baynard.  The  Body  of  a  Malefadlor 
was  hung  up  in  Chains  in  the  Country  ;  after 
a  few  Months,  in  verv  hot  Weather,  it  was 
Sport  and  Paftime  to  fomeBoys  playing  there¬ 
abouts  to  fwing  the  Carcafs  up  and  down  > 
One  more  bold  than  the  Reft  ftruck  It  with 
his  F'ift  upon  the  naked  Belly,  which  being 
outwardly  parch’d  and  dry,  and  from  the 
falling  down  of  the  Humours  Swell’d  and 
Tenfe,  was  eafily  burft  by  the  Blow  ;  out 
gufh  cl  a  Water  fo  Corrofive  and  Fiery,  that 
running  down  the  poor  Lad’s  Arm,  it  caus’d 
a  violent  Excoriation ,  and  a  very  hard  Matter 
it  was  to  prelerve  it  from  being  truly  morti¬ 
fied.  What  this  Serum  could  do  upon  the 
outward  Skin,  the  more  Volatile  Parts  of  It 
would,  without  all  Doubt,  Effedt  upon  the 
more  tender  and  fenfible  Membranes  of  the 
Stomach ,  if  a  confiderable  Number  of  them 
were  fixt  there  *,  the  Fluids  of  Humane 
Bodies  being  Ranker  and  more  abounding 
in  adtive  Salts  than  thofe  of  other  Creatures, 
which  are  not  continually  repaired  and 
nourifh’d  by  the  Juices  of  Animals. 

T  he  W ay  by  which  Bad  Food ,  ill  ripened 
Fruits  of  tjae  Earth,  &c.  do  oftentimes  pro¬ 
duce  Malignant  and  Pejlilential  Difeafes,  is 
not  very  different  from  Float  by  which  we 

M  3  •  have 
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have  obferved  Unwholfome  Airs  to  be  the 
Caufe  of  the  like  Effects.  For  the  Juices 
with  which  thofe  do  fupply  the  Blood  being 
Corrupted,  rauft  necefTarily  make  a  Fluid 
of  quite  other  Properties  than  what  the  Ani¬ 
mal  (Economy  requires,  that  is,  neither  fit 
for  Nutrition,  nor  for  the  Secretionof  thofe 

t 

Liquors  which  in  the  feveral  Organs  are  to 
be  derived  from  It  ♦,  whereupon  the  fmaU 
'Tubes  are  obdructed  by  an  unequally  Gluti¬ 
nous  Slime  ;  and  it  is  therefore  no  wonder,  if 
befiles  the  other  Symptoms  infuing,  Sore 
Puftules ,  Inflammations ,  Ulcers ,  &c.  ( more 
common  in  Fevers  from  this  Caufe  than  iu 
&ny  other,)  are  raifed  in  the  Surface  of  the 
Body. 


This  is  the  Ground  of  the  common  Ob- 
fervation,  that  a  Famine  is  very  often  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  Peftilence.  And  this  Calamity 
generally  begins  among  the  Poorer  fort  of 
People,  whole  Diet  to  be  fure  is  the  word. 
The  City  of  Surat  in  the  E  aft -Indies  is. 
feldom  or  never  free  from  the  Plague  *,  and 
yet  it  is  obferved,  that  the  EngUJJj  who  trade 
there  are  in  no  danger  of -being  infected  there¬ 
by.  Now  the  Chief  of  the  Natives  in  this 
Place  are  Banians ,  who  neither  Eat  FJefh, 
nor  Drink  Wine,  but  live  very  poorly  up¬ 
on  Herbs ,  Rice^  IVatcr ,  &c  and  moftol  the 
Inhabitants  do  the  like,  except  Foreigners  \ 
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This  Poor  Fare,  together  with  the  Heat  of 
the  Climate,  makes  them  fo  liable  to  Ma¬ 
lignant  Diffcempers ;  from  the  Attacks  of 
which  Thofe  who  Feed  well  are  more  Safe 
and  Secure. 

Thus  much  concerning  Poifonous  Exha¬ 
lations  and  Air s,,  fo  far  as  the  Confideration 
of  the  Grotta  de *  Cani  has  led  Us  on  to  en¬ 
quire  into  their  Effects  j  for  tho’  there  may¬ 
be  other  Alterations  of  this  fame  Element, 
differing  in  their  Nature  from  this  we  have 
infilled  upon,  and  yet  equally  Pernicious  and 
Hurtful,  yet  We  take  no  Notice  of  any  of 
them,  in  regard  that  thofe  which  are  from 
Arfenical ,  Mercurial ,  and  the  like  Fumes , 
are  reducible  to  a  foregoing  Effay  ;  and  thofe 
which  are  owing  to  a  Change  of  the  known 
Properties  of  the  Air,  may  be  eafily  ex¬ 
plain’d  by  what  has  been  already  delivered 
in  Fhis.  I  fhall  therefore  rather  chufe  to 
make  fome  Remarks  on  the  Mifchiefof  ano¬ 
ther  Fluid ,  which  as  It  is  next  in  ufetoThis 
we  have  been  treating  of,  fo  the  bad  Quali¬ 
ties  of  it,  when  it  comes  to  be  altered,  mud 
neeeffarily  be  almoft  equally  Fatal  and  Dan¬ 
gerous. 

I  mean  Water ,  which  is  of  fo  con  (rant 
Service,,  not  only  for  our  Drinks,  but  alio 

M  4  in 


1 68  Venomous  Exhalations ,  &c. 

in  preparing  of  our  Flefti  and  Bread,,  that  it 
may  juftlybe  faid  to  be  the  Vehicle  of  all  our 
Nourifhment ;  fo’that  whenever  this  happens 
to  put  on  other  Properties  than  are  necefTary 
to  fit  it  for  this  Purpofe,  it  is  no  wonder  if 
in  its  PafTage  thro*  the  Body  thefe  do  make 
fui table  Impreffions  there. 

Thus  at  Paris  (o),  where  the  Water  of 
the  River  Seine  is  fo  full  of  Stony  Cor- 
pufcles,  that  even  the  Pipes  thro!  which  it  is 
carried,  in  time  are  incrufled  and  flopt  up 
by  ’em..  The  Inhabitants  are  more  Subject 
to  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder  than  in  moft  other 
Cities.  The  fame  I  obferved  in  the  Baths 
of  Abano ,  a  few  miles  from  Padua ,  to  that 
Degree,  that  it  is  necefTary  very  frequently 
to  clear  the  Wheel  of  a  Mill  driven  by  the 
Current  of  thefe  Springs,  from  the  great 
Quantity  of  petrify9 d  Matter  with  which  it  is 
from  time  to  time  incumbered. 

In  like  manner,  let  the  grofs  Particles 
with  which  the  Water  is  faturated  be  of  any 
other  nature.  Metallic k,  Salts,  &c.  thefe, 
according  to  their  various  Gravity,  the  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  Canals,  and  fuch  like  Circum- 
flances,  will,  when  they  come  to  circulate 
in  the  Animal  Body,  be  by  the  Lavte  of  Mo- 


( o )  YU.  Lille  Tj  Voyage  to  Pads. 
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tion  depofited  in  one  Part  or  other.  So 
thofe  Mineral  Bodies  and  Nitrous  Salts* 
which  abound  in  the  Snowy  Waters  of  the 
Alps,  do  fo  certainly  Stuff  and  Inlarge  the 
Glands  of  the  Throat  in  Thofe  who  Drink 
’em,  that  fcarce  any  who  live  there  are  ex¬ 
empted  from  this  Inconvenience  (a). 

For  this  Reafon,  the  Choice  of  Water  for 
Drink  among  the  Ancients  was  by  Weight* 
the  lighted  being  preferr’d,  as  mod  free  from 
all  Heterogeneous  Bodies. 

The  Cafe  therefore  of  Poifonous  Springs 
is,  their  having  Corrofive  Corpufcles  mixt 
with  their  Water,  which  Cannot  fail  when 
forfaken  in  the  Canals  of  the  Body  of  their 
Vehicle,  to  do  the  fame  Mifchief  as  they 
would  if  taken  by  themfelves  undiluted  %  on¬ 
ly  with  this  difference,  that  they  may  in  this 
Form  be  carried  fometimes  farther  into  the 
Animal  (Economy,  and  fo  having  pahs’ d  the 
Prunes  Vice ,  difeover  their  Malignity  in  iome 
of  the  inmoft  Recedes,  Thus  the  Forts  Ru¬ 
ber  in  ^Ethiopia  mentioned  by  l liny  (b)}  a- 
bout  which  abundance  of  native  Minium  or 
Cinnabar  was  found*  fhew'd  its  ill  Effedls 


fO  QifiS  nimidum  Guttur  iniratur  in 
r*d  Satyr.  1 3 . 

(b)  Lib.  3  t.  \ 
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chiefly  on  the  Brain  *  and  therefore  (c )  Ovid 
fays  of  if* 

— - Si  qms  Faucibus  haufit 

AuiFurit  ant patitur  Mdrum  gravitated  oporem. 

We  fhall  not  need  then  to  inlarge  on  this 
Matter,  fmee  any  of  the  foremention’d  Mi¬ 
neral  Poijons  may  thus  impart  their  deadly 
Quality  to  Waters  ;  and  accordingly  there 
are  Inftances  of  Arfenical  Mercurial ,  &c. 
Fountains,  of  which  the  Hiflories  may  be 
feen  in  the  Collections  of  the  Learned  Bac~ 
cius  ( d ).  And  are  very  remarkable  in  the 
Pbilofophkal  Franfaftions  (e). 

But  as  We  before  took  Notice  concern¬ 
ing  Airs 9  fo  it  may  be  worth  the  while  to 
oblerve  of  IVaters  ;  that  there  are  fome  Al- 
terations  of  them,  which  tho*  not  properly 
jp oifonouSy  yet  are  of  fo  great  Confequence  in 
their  Effects,  that  they  may  very  well  de. 
ferve  to  be  regarded. 

This  I  fhall  do  with  refpecl  to  a  great 
Abufe,  committed  in  this  kind  about  the 
City  ;  and  that  is,  in  the  chufing  of  flagna- 
ting  impure  IV ell-IV a  ter  for  the  Brewing  of. 


(c\ 'Mcram.  lib.  15. 

(d)  Te  Therm,  lib .  6. 
t,  No.  S. 

Beery 
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Beer ,  and  making  other  Drinks.  Such  a 
Fluid  indeed  has  oftentimes  a  greater  Force 
and  Aptnefs  to  extract  the  T injure  out  of 
Malty  than  is  to  be  had  in  the  more  inno¬ 
cent  and  foft  Liquors  of  Rivers  ;  but  for  this 
yery  Reafon  it  ought  not,  unlefs  upon  meer 
Necefiity,  to  be  made  ufe  of*,  this  Quality 
being  owing  to  the  Mineral  Particles  and 
Almninous  Salts  with  which  it  is  impregnated. 

A  late  Author  ( f )  by  fearching  into  the 
firft  Accounts  of  the  Diftemper  we  call  the 
Scurvy ,  defcribed  by  Pliny  (g)  and  Stra¬ 
bo  (h)9  under  the  promifcuous  Names  of 
Stomanace  and  Scelotyrhe ;  and  examining  the 
Authentick  Hiftories  of  It  in  later  Year  , 
made  by  the  molt  obferving  Phyficians  in 
thofe  Countries  where  it  was  unhappily  re¬ 
vived,  as  Olaus  Magnus ,  Balduinus  Ronjeus 
J .  Wierus ,  Solomon  Albertus ,  &c.  finds  that 
the  Origine  of  It  was  in  all  times  and  Places 
charged  upon  the  Ufe  of  unwholefome  flag-- 
nating  Waters .  Then  by  comparing  toge¬ 
ther  the  Clayie  Strata  of  the  Earth  about  the 
Cities  of  London ,  Paris ,  and  Amjlerdam ,  He 
£hews  that  where  the  Water  is  word,  there 


(/)  Dr.  J.  Hv  Scelera  Aquarum  :  Or, 
Jl/r.  Orau'nt  on  (hr  Bills  of  Ishrta- y. 

(g)  tib.  25.  cap.  3. 
fkj  Geo gr,  lib.  6, 
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this  Malady  is  moil  rife.  So  that  He  has 
put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  that  moil  of  the  per¬ 
plex’d  and  complicated  Symptoms  which  are 
ranged  under  this  one  general  Name,  if  they 
do  not  entirely  owe  their  Birth  to  the  Malig¬ 
nity  of  this  Element,  do  however  acknow¬ 
ledge  it  to  be  their  main  and  principal  Caufe. 

And  indeed  Hippocrates  him  felt,  as  He 
has  very  plainly  decipher’d  this  (i)  Difeafey 
by  the  Title  of  c TirMnf  or  great  Milts , 

fo  he  does  very  particularly  in  another  Trea- 
tifi  (k)y  take  notice,  that  Drinking  of  Stag¬ 
nating  PVell-lVaters  muft  neceflarily  induce 
an  ill  Difpofition  both  of  the  Milt  and  Belly. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Reafon  of  fuch  ill 
Effects,  we  muft  confider,  that  Clay  is  a 
Mineral  Glehey  and  that  the  grofs  Particles 
and  Metallick  Salts  with  which  Waters 
palling  thro5  fuch  a  Bottom  do  abound,  are 
as  Dr.  Lifer  (l)  obferves,  not  to  be  maftered, 
that  is,  indigeftib'le  in  the  Humane  Body. 
Not  only  therefore  will  thefe  Caufe,  as  He 
very  well  Argues,  calculous  Concretions  in 


(i)  Prorrhet.  /.  z.  c.  1 6. 

(&)  De  Acre,  Aqviib  &  Locis,  fub  finem. 

(/)  De  Foil: ib.  Med.  Angl.  P.  z.pag.  75.  At  foffilia 
Pve  Metaliica  falia  alia  ataj  Jia  iunt,  &  nobis  3c  pene  igni 
dixeram  indomabilia. 
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die  Kidneys ,  Bladder ,  and  Joints  ;  and  as 
Hippocrates  experienced,  hard  Swelling  in 
the  Spleen  \  but  they  mu  ft  necefTarily  often¬ 
times  by  their  corrofive  Quality  twitch  and 
irritate  the  fenfible  Membranes  of  the  Stomach 
and  Bowels,  and  thus  hinder  and  interrupt 
the  Digeflion  of  our  Food.  Nay  befides  all 
this,  when  they  come  into  the  Blood,  it  is  no 
wonder  if  the  fmall  Canals  of  infenfible  Per- 
fpiration  are  frequently  ftopt  and  obftru&ed 
by  ’em  ;  for  it  is  upon  this  Score  that  San- 
clonus  ( m )  teaches  us,  that  heavy  Water  con¬ 
verts  theMatter  of  Tranfpiration  into  an  Ichor, 
which  being  retained ,  induces  a  Cachexy. 

Whk  Mifchiefs  will  enfue  hereupon 
every  one  fees  ;  not  only  Pains  in  the  Limbs, 
livid  Spots  in  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  Ul¬ 
cers,  &c.  from  the  Acrimony  of  the  undii- 
charged  Moifture  ;  but  many  befides  of  thofe 
perplexing  Symptoms  which  go  by  the  Name 
of  Hyf  erical  and  Hypochondriacal,  may  take 
their  Rife  from  the  fame  Source  for  the 
before  cited  Sanclorius  (n)  has  remark'd,  that 
the  Flatus  or  Wind  fo  infeparable  from  thofe 


( m J  Medicm.  Static.  Sett.  2.  rfphor.  6. 

( n)  Ibid.  Sect.  3.  Agree r.  13.  Fljacus  nil ai:ud  quant  rude 
peripirabile . 
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Cafes,  is  no  other  than  the  Fluid  of  P erf pra- 
lion  rude  and  unfinifhed * 

If  thefe  Inconveniencies  are  oftentimes 
not  felt,  at  leaft  not  till  towards  the  declin¬ 
ing  Age,  in  ftrong  and  adlive  Habits  of 
Body  ;  yet  I  am,  from  very  good  Expe¬ 
rience,  allured  that  they  deferve  Confidera- 
tion  in  weaker  Conftitutions  and  a  Sedentary 
Life,  efpecially  of  the  more  tender  Sex. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  nearly  related  to 
a.  worthy  Perfon,  who  led  formerly  an  afflict¬ 
ed.  Life  from  the  frequent  returns  of  Violent 
Cbolick  Pains ,  till  fhe  was  with  happy  Succefs 
advifed  by  the  Noble  Van  Helmont  not  to 
Drink  (as  fhe  then  didj  Beer  Brewed  with 
Well-Water  ;  and  her  Health  is  even  ndw  fo 
far  owing  to  this  Management,  that  an  Error 
m  It  is  unavoidably  follow’d  with  the.  wonted 
Complaints. 

For  thefe  Reafons  Pliny  ( o )  tells  Us,  that 
Fhofe  Waters  are  Condemn' din  the  firft  Place 
which  when  Boiled  do  incru fiats  the  fides  of 
the  Vejfels  *,  And  that  our  Well-Waters  do 
this,  no  Body  who  looks  into  the  Fea-Kettles 
of  our  Gentlewomen  can  be  Ignorant. 


to)  Lib.  31.0  g.Damnantur  imprimis  Fontes  quorum 
Aquae  deco  ft  ae  craffi-s  obducunt  Vafa  crufH& 
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And  indeed  in  Ancient  Times,  when 
Phyfick  was  more  a  Science,  which  is  now 
more  a  Trade,  as  that  Part  of  It  which  re¬ 
lates  to  Diet  was  more  carefully  ftudied,  than 
it  is  Now-adays;  fo  this  Point  particularly 
of  which  we  are  Treating  was  of  fo  great 
Moment,  that  Hippocrates ,  who  wrote  the 
heft  Book  ( p )  on  the  Subject  that  ever  was 
Publifh’d,  has  in  a  great  Meafure  accounted 
not  only  for  the  Difeafes,  but  even  for  the 
Temper  and  Difpefition  of  the  People  of 
feveral  Countries,  from  the  Difference  of  the 
Waters  with  which  Nature  has  fupplied  them. 


(p)  Pe  Aere,  Locis,  &  AquiS. 


FIN  I  S, 


The  Explication  of  Thofe  Figures  which  are  not 
Explained  in  the  Treatife . 

FIG.  i:  Reprefents  the  Head  of  the  Viper  in  its  Na¬ 
tural  Bignefs,  with  the  Mouth  open,  and  Fangs 
Eredted: 

fa )  Marks  the  Poifonous  Fang, 

(b)  The  Eye. 

( c)  The  Hole  of  one  Noftril. 

(d)  The  Larynx. 

(e)  The  Forked  Tongue. 

All  the  Other  Figures  relating  to  the  Viper 
are  drawn  larger  than  the  Life. 

Fig.  7,  &  8.  Exhibit  fome  Mufcles  which  ferve  for  the 
Motion  of  the  Jaws. 

( a  Fig.  7.)  Elevator  Maxillae  Inferior  is. 
if)  Deprejfor  ejufdem. 

'  (0  Deprcjfor  Dentis  Venenofi. 

{d)  A  Strong  Ligament  fattened  by  one  Extremity  to  the 
Spinal  Apcphyfis  of  the  Second  Vertebra  of  the  Neck, 
and  by  the  other  to  the  end  of  the  Elevator  Maxillec 
Inferioris, 

{a  Fig.  8.)  A  Mufcle  which,  being  fixt  to  the  Extremity 
of  both  Jaws,  ferves  to  pull  them  backwards*  and  may 
be  called  Retr after, 

(t>)  The  Internal  fide  of  the  Deprejfor  Dentis  V enenofi . 

(e)  Elevator  Dentis  Venenofi. 

(d)  The  Extremity  of  the  Lower  Jaw. 

(e  e)  Flexor cs  Ca piti s . 

(/’)  The  Internal  part  of  the  Skin  covered  with  fome 
Mufcular  Fibres. 

Fig.  ly.  Shews  the  Head  of  the  Seolopendra. 

[a  a)  The  Wounding  Claws. 

(b)  The  Mouth. 

(ce)  The  Two  Firtt  Feet. 

Fig.  18.  The  Weapons  of  the  Nharndu  in  their  Natural 
Bignefs. 
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